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PREFACE.

When His Majesty was graciously pleased to

issue his Royal warrant for assembling a Board

of General Oflicers to enquire into the Armistice

and Convention of Cintra^ the Editor considered

it expedient to make arrangements for insuring,

to himself, such an account of the Proceedings,

as could not fail to take precedency of all com-

petition.

The extraordinary interest which the Public

has expressed in the subject of enquiry, the vio-

lent popular clamour promoted, if not excited,

-by a political faction and its partizans, and lastly,

though perhaps chiefly, a desire to give full in-

formation to both Houses of Parliament, wherein

it will probably be discussed at great length,

have, it is understood, determined His Majesty

to lay the papers, containing every circumstance

relative to the Enquiry, before the Legislature of

his kingdoms.—^This official Report was in fact the

very Report to which the Editor referred, when

he first announced his publication.

In the less voluminous account which he has,

now, however, deemed it advisable to submit

to his readers, he has principally directed his at^
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tention to the most interesting part of the Pro-

ceedings. He has in fact aimed, in this edition,

to furnish such a view of the whole, as mio-ht

neither be tedious, in perusal, nor diffuse, in

regarxl to the letters and various papers produced

for the inspection of the Court. This he the

nither did too, as THE PROCEEDINGS AT
LARGE in the PARLIAMENTARY COPY
afe so nearly cotnpleted. Those, therefore, who

are desirous of every detail on an event of the

first political importance to this country and to

Europe, need not remain long unsatisfied.

London, 41, Pall Mall,

Jan. 1, I8O9.

LIST OF THE PLANS.

\. Operations of the British and French Forces in PortugaL

2. Ditto, taken on the Scenes of Action.

3. Sketch of the Attack on Zambuiera.

4. Plan of the Battle of Vimiera.

*. DittO;, taken oc the Field of Battle.



jReference to the Plan of the Attack on Zamhuicra,

k.. The Enemy's first Position,

B. The Enemy's second Position.

C. Route of Generals Ferguson's and Bowes's Brigades.

D. Route of the Portuguese Troops.

E. Route of General Hill's Brigade, and Cavalrj\

F. Route of General Nightingale's Brigade.

G. Route of General Fane's, the Light, Brigade.

H. Route of General Craufurd's, in reserve.

K. The Enemy's third Position.

L. General Nightingale's Brigade, advancing in line.

M. The 29th Regiment, carrying the heights in column.

N. The 45th Regiment, led by General Spencer, advancing, against tke

heights, in line.

O.O.O. Position of the Troops after carrying the heights,

P. Advance of tiie Enemy three times to regain their position.

Q. Position of the army on the night of the 17th of August.

K, Road by which the Enemy retired.

S. Steep Rock, whence Sir Arthur Wellesley reconnoitred the Enemy,

T. High Road to Lisbon.

V. Water Course.

Quarter- Master-General's Office.

Reference to the Sketch of the Battle of the ^\st of August,

1808, betzceen the British and French Forces, near Vi~

miera, in Portugal.

No. of Regiments. Generals Commanding.

36th, 40th, 7 1st, 1 . General Ferguson's Position.

6t'n, 32d, 2. Bowes.

29th, 82d, 3. Nightingale.

2d, 20tb, 95th, 4. Acland.

45th, '^Ist, 5. Craufurd.

9th, 38th, 5t!i, 6. Hill.

20th Dragoons, and Porliiguese, 7. Cavalry.

43d, 52d, 9th, 97 th, S. General An? truthtr,

50th, 60th, 95th, 9, Fane.

1200 lafan try, ly. Portuzuese.



Jl.B.C. Posltiou of the Troops at the tinir of the Attack on the Centra
and licft.

A. Heneral Craufurd and Portuguese, 45th, Gls-t.

B. General Ferguson, 36th, 40th, 71st.

C. General Nightingale, 82d.

D. General Acland, 2d, 20th, 95th, having moved on his march toward*
the flank of the Attiick on the C<?utre.

E. General Bowes, 6th, 32d, 29th.

F. General Fam-, 60th, 50th, 95th.

C. General Anstruther, (2 batUlior.b) 9lh, 43d, 52d, 9Tth.

H. Cavalry, 20th Dragoons.

I. Cienrral Hill, 5fb,9lh, SSth.

K. G'uns tianking the I'rench Column?.

a.a.a. The farthest advance of General Ferguson.

b.b.b. Ditto of General Craufurd.

Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, Camp previous to the Attack.

Quarter-Master-Gencral's Office, Sept. 5, 1808.

Exphinalion relafhig to the Battle of the IX.H of August

,

beizceen the British, under Sir Arthur IVcUeslcij, and the

French Forces, under General Junot

:

Brigadier-General Anstnif her's brigade, and that of Brigadier-General

Fane, occupied a detached height in front .of the village of Viuiiera, in

%^ hich Sir Arthur Welleslev's head-quarters were. The body of the ar-

my was upon a commanding hill, about a cannon shot farther back, to-

wards the sea, having its left at the ravine, iri w hich the rivulet runs;

the moiith of \Vhich altords a communication with our shipping ; the right

was thrown back a little, en potence, towards the coast, with which our

g ncral line of front was nearly parallel. On the opposite side of tiic

ravine, to our left, the ground rises gradually to the north for about two

n.iles, w hiih look towards Peniche.

The enemy formed two attacks : the one against the left and cenfri* of

tlie height in front of Viniiera, the other conducted from the heights that

look towards Peniche, down the long slope, terminating at the ravine

on our left, somewhat in the rear of the villagp, of Viniiera. Their at-

t;ick en our advanced corps took place first, and was repulsed ; indeed a

considerable time before the action commenced upon the left. As the

Diiuemcnti of the enem_\ in that direction were observed in the morning.

Sir Artliwr AVelksIey liud ordered the troops destined to act on that side,



to move out of their original position, to meet the tnemyt they were

engaged when they had advanced about one-third of the way from the

summit of the long sloping heights already described, continued to drive

them to the top of it, and down thence into the low grounds be-

yond ; the British line halting upon the summit. Tiie troops engaged in

this quarter were the brigades of Generals Ferguson and Nigluingale, that

of General AclonJ supporting theni. Their movement was perpendicu-

lar to the line of the coast, between which and tiieir left. General Crau-

furd's brigade, and a corps of Portuguese advanced at the same time;

but as these troops were somewhat faither baciv, and the French did not

extend their right to the sea, they were not engaged. The advanced

corps had orders to maintain its ground, which it did with (he great-

est bravery, repulsing the attacks made upon if, with a very heavy loss

to the enemy of men, and of several guns.

On the left the advance of the troops was firm and regular, driving the

enemy from superior ground. The Frenc 'ii lost all the artillery tliey had

with the column that attended tliem on that side. They made some

spirited attempts to recover the guns they were driven from, but which

failed to make any impression upon our men. No attack was made

against the right Hank of the position, which was occupied by General

Hill's brigade.

Our small body of dragoons pursued tlie enemy, on their being re-

pulsed from the attack on our advanced posts, but their eagerness carried

them a little too far. The superior cavalry of the French made no very

decided efforts during the action, but seemed to content themselves with

cpvering the rear of their two columns when driven back. It must be

allowed, however, that the ground admitted of cavalry acting only in

particular parts. Many of the slopes are extremely abrupt, aud several

0i them covered vy ith vines, aud there are also many patches of wood,

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant-General Sir Arthui\,

fVelleslci/, dated head-quarters at Caldas, Aug. 16, 1808.

I marched from Lyria on the 13th, and arrived at Ahobaca on the

19th, w hich place the enemy had abandoned in the preceding night ; and

1 arrived here yesterday. The enemy, about 4000 in number, were

posted about fen miles from hence, at Borica; and they occupied Brilos,

about three miles from hence, with their advanced posts.. As the pos-

session of this last village was important to our future operations, I de-

termined to occupy it; and as soon as the British infantry arrived upon



the ground, I directed that it misht he occupied by a dctacliment. con-

iisting of four companies of riflemen of the 60th and 95th regiments.

The enemy, consisting of a small picquet of infantry and a few cavalry

made a trifling resistance and retired ; but they were followed by a de-

tachment of our riflemen to tlie distance of three miles from Brilo?. The

riflemen were then attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who at-

tempted to cut them off from the main body of the detachment to which

they belonged, which had now advanced to their support; larger bodies

of .the enemy appeared oil both the flanks of the detachment, and it was

w ith diff-culty that JMajor-Ceneral Spencer, who had gone out to Q^lbidos

when he had heard that the riflemen had advanced in pursuit of the

enemy, was enabled to eflect their retreat to that village. They have

.since remained in po.ssession of it, and the enemj- have retired entirely

from the neighbourhood. In this little affair of tlie advanced posts,

which was occasioned solely by the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of

the enemy, I am concerned to add, that Lieutenant Bunbury, of the 2d

battalion of the 95th, was killed; and the Hon. Captain Pakenham

w ounded, but slightly ; and we have lost some men, of w hose number I

kave not received the returns.

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, in the action of Lourjnha,

August 15, 180S.

5th batt. 60(h foot— 1 rank and file, killed ; 5 rank and file, wounded j

17 rank and file, missing. 2d batt, 95th foot—4 rank and file, mi>.sing.

Officers killed and w oundcd—95th foot—rLieut. Bunbury, killed ; Capt.

the Hon. II. K. Pakenham, wounded. G. B.Tucker, D.A.G.

Ilcnd-quartcrs at Villa Verde, Aug, 17, 1808.

ilv IjORd,—The French (jencral Laborde having continued in his po-

lition a( Rolcia since my arrival at C'aldas on the 15lh instant, I deter-

mined to attack him in it this morning. Roleia js situated on an emi-

nence, having a plain in its front, at the end of a valley, which com-

mences at Caldas, and is closed to the southward by mountains, which

join the hills forming the valley on the left, looking from Caldas. In

the centre of the valley, and about eight miles from Roleia, is the tow"

and old Moori.sh fort of CEbido?, from w hence the enemy's picquets had

been driven on the 15lh, and from that time he had posts on the hills on

both sides of the valley, as well as in the plain in the fropt of his army,

which was posted on the heights in front of Roleia, its right resting upon

the hills, its left upon the eminence, on which was a windmill, and (lie

whole covering four or five passes inio tlie mountains in his rear. I ha^e

reaiion to believe thathis force consisted of at least si,\ thousand men, of



which about five hundred were cavalry, with five pieces of cannon ; and

there was some reason to believe that General Loison, who was at Rio

Major yesterday, would join General Laborde by his rij^ht in the course

of the night. The plan of attack was formed accordingly, and the army

having broken up at Caldas this morning, was formed into three columns

;

the right, consisting of twelve hundred Portuguese infantry, and fifty

Portuguese cavalry, destined to turn the enemy's left, and penetrate into

the mountains in his rear ; the left, ponsisting of Major-General Fergu-

son's and Brigadier-Gen. Bowes's brigades of infantry, three companies

of riflemen, a brigade of light artillery, and twenty British and twenty

Portuguese cavalry, was destined, under the command of Maj. Gen. Fer-

guson, to ascend the hills at CEbidos, to turn all the enemy's posts on thd

left of the valley, as well as the right of his post at Roleia; this corps

was also destined to watch the motions of General Loison, on the enemy's

right, who I had heard had moved from Rio Major towards Alceontre

lastniglif. Th? centre column, consisting of Major-General Hill's, Bri-

gadier-General Nightingale's, Brigadier-General Craufurd's, and Bri-

gadier-General Fane's brigades, (with the exception of tlie riflemeii de-

tached with Major-General Ferguson,) and four hundred Portuguese

light infantry, the British and Portuguese cavalry, a brigade of nine-

pounders, and a brigade of six-pounders, were destined to attack Gene-

ral Laborde's position in front. The columns being formed, the troops

moved from CEl)idos about seven o'clock in the morning. Brigadier-

General Fane's riflemen were immediately detached into the hills on the

left of the valley, to keep up the communication between the centre and

the left columns, and to protect the march of the former along the valley

;

and the enemy's posts were successively driven iir. Major-General Hill's

brigade, formed in three columns of battalions, moved on the rig'at of

the valley, supported by the cavalry, in order to attack the enemy's

left ; and Brigadier-Generals Nightingale and Craufurd moved with the

artillery along the high road, until at length the former formed in the

plain immediately in the enemy's front, supported by the light infantry

companies, and the 45th regiment of Brigadier-General Craufurd's bri-

gade, while the two other regiments of this brigade (the 59th and 91st,)

and half of the 9-pounder brigade, were kept as a reserve in the rear.

Major-General Hill and Brigadier-General Nightingale advanced upoa

the enemy's position, and, at the same moment, Brigadier-General Fane's

riflemen were in the hills on his right ; the Portuguese infantry in a

village upon the left j and Major-General Ferguaon's column was de-

scending from the heights into the plain. From this situation the enemy

retired by the passes into the monntains with the utmost regularity and

greatest celerity; and notwithstanding the rapid advance of the Brifisli'

b
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in''antry, tlic want of a sufHcipnt body of cavalry, wag the cans? of hi^

suflering hut little loM in the plain. It was then necessary to make a,

disposition to uttack the formidable position which he bad taken up.

Brigadier-General Fane's riflemen were already in the monntains on hi^

rigiit, and no time was lost in attacking the difl'ercnt passes, as well to

support the riflemen as to defeat the enemy completely. The Portuguese

infantry were ordered to move up a pass on the right of the whole ; the

light companies of Maj. Gen. Hill's brigade and the 5th regiment moveii

up a pass next on the right ; and the 29th regiment, supported by the 9th,

under Brigadier-Gen. Nightingale, a third pass ; and the 43th and S2d regi-

mcnls, passe* on the left. These passes were all cliflicult of access, and some

of them were well defended by the enemy, particularly (hat which wa|

attacked by the 29th and 9tb regiments. Tljcse regiments attacked with

the greatest impetuosity, and reached the enemy before those whose at-

tacks were to he made on (heir flanks : the defence of the enemy wa»

desperate, and it was in this attack principally that we sustained th»

lobs which we have to lament, particularly of that gallant otRcer the

(lonourable Lieutenant-Colonel Lake, who distinguished himself upon

this occasion. The enemy was, however, driven from all the poeitiont

he had taken in the passes of the mountains, and our troops were ad-

vanced in the plains on their tops. For a cor^iderable length of time

the 29th and 9th regiments alone were advanced to thifi point, v, ith Bri-:

jadier-General Fane's riflemen at a distance on the left, and they were

afterwards supported by the 5th regiment, and by the light companies

of Major-Gcneral Hill's brigade, which bad come up on the right; and

by the other troops ordcri-d to ascend the mountains, w ho came up bjt

degrees. The eru-ray here made three most gallant attacks upon the 29th

and 9th regiments, supported, as I have above stated, with a view to

caver the retreat of his defeated army ; in all of which he was, however,

repulsed ; but he succeeded in eflecting bis retreat in good order, owiog,

principally, to my want of cavalry, and secondly, to the difliculty of

bringing up the passes of the mountains with celerity, a sufiicient num-

ber of troops, and of cannon, to support those which bad first ascended.

The loss of the enemy has, however, been very great : and be left three

pieces of cannon in our hands. I cannot sufliciently applaud the cod-

duct of the troops throughout this action. The enemy's positions were

formidable, and he took them up with his usual ability and celerity, and

defended them most gallantly. But I must observe, that although wa

had such a superiority of numbers employed in the operatiuiu of thi^

day, the troops actually engaged in the heat of the action were^ from

unavoidable circumstances, only the 5th, 9th, 29th, the riflemen of the

9:>:kaod (iUth, uud the Uunk cumpanica uf Mi^or-Geaerai liiU'k bri^-aJe,

I
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%riB5 a. number by no means equal to that of tlic enemy ;—their conduct,

therefore, deserves the highest commendation. I cannot avoid to take

this opportunity of expressing my acknowledgments for the aid and

support I received from all the general and otiier ofticers of this army.

1 am particularly indebted to Major-General Spencer for the advice ;md

assistance I received from him ;—to IMajor-Goneral Ferguson, for the

manner in wliich he led the light column, and to Major-General Hill and

Brigadier Generals Nighingale and Fane, for the manner in Avhich they

conducted the ditfercnt attacks m hich they led. I derived most material

assistance also from Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker and Lieutenant-Colonel

Bathurst in the offices of Deputy- Adjutant and Deputy-Quarter-Master-

General, and from the officers of the stall' employed under tliem. I

must also mention that I had every reason to be satisfied wi(h the artil-

lery under Lieutenant-Colonel Robe. I have the honnur to inclose here-

with a return of killed, wounded, and missing.

I have tjje honour to be, &c. Arthur WelleslEy.

Total Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the army under the

command of Lieut. Gen. the Right Hon. Sir Arthur Wellesley, K. B,

on the 17th of August, 1808.

1 lieutenant-colonel, 2 captains, 1 ensign, 3 Serjeants, 63 rank and fil«,

J horse, killed ; 1 lieutenant-colonel, S majors, 6 captains, 8 lieutenants,

1 ensign, 1 staff, 20 Serjeants, 295 rank and tile, 2 horses, wounded ; I

captain, 3 lieutenants, 1 Serjeant, 1 drummer, 68 r ink and file, missing.

Names of officers killed, wounded, and missing, on the 17lh Aug. 180S.

General Staff—captain K. J. Bradford, Sd regiment of Foot Guard?,

deputy assistant adjutant-general, killed. Royal Artillery—capt. II.

Geary, killed. Royal Engineers—capt. H. Elphinstone, badly wounded.

5th Foot—major Ernes, slightly wounded; lieutenant Doyle, wounded.

9th Foot—lieutenant-colonel Stuart, severely wounded ; maj. JMolle, capt,

Sankey, ensign Nichols, wounded. 29th Foot—licuf. col. the hon. G.

A. F. Lake, killed; majors G. Way, and T. Egerson, wounded; cap-

tains P. Hodge, and A. Patison, wounded ; lieutenants R. Birmingham,

St. John W. Lucas, and Robert Stannus, wounded; captain Geo. Todd,

missing; lieulcnants W. Birmingham, Ambrose Newbold, and Thomas
Langton, missing. 6ih Foot—captain John Currey, slighlly wounded.

4b th Foot—enjign Dawson, killed; lieut. Burke, slightly wounded. 8'2d

Foot—lieut. R. Reid, dangerously wounded. 60th Foot—lieut. Kiety,

slightly wounded ; ensign I'^awes, slightly wounded ; adjutant De Gilso

slightly wounded. 95th Foot—capiaiu Cnagli, slightly wounded ; lieir-

teuants Hill and Cortman, !,li;;htly v\ounded.
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Total officers, non-commissioned officers, rank and file, borscs, killed,

wounded, and missing, 482.

G. B. Tucker, Dcp. Adj. Gen.

Head Quarters at Lourinha, August 18, 1808.

My Lord,—Since I ivrote to you last night, I have heard from Briga-

gadier-General An^fruthor, that he is on the coast of Pinirhe, with the

fleet of virtiKiIlcis and store-ships, in charge of Captain Bligh, of the

Alfred, with a part of the force detached from England under Brigadier-

General Acland, in conieqncnce of the receipt of orders which I had

left at Mcdcgo Bay for General Acland, which he had opened. I have

ordered Brigadier-General Anstruther to land immediately, and I have

nioved to thi; place, in order to protect hi? landing, and facilitate

his junction. General Loison joined General Laborde in the course of

last night at Torres Vedras; and I understand that both began their

march towards Lisbon this morning : I also hear that General Junot has

arrived this day at Torres Vedras, with a small corps from Lisbon; and

I conclude that the whole of the French army will be assembled between

Torres Vedras and tlie capital in the course of a few days.

I have the honour to be, &c. Artucr Wellesley,

Vidiicra, August 21, 1808-

Sjr,—I have the honour to report to you, that the enemy attacked ug

in our position at Vimiera this morning. The village of Vimiera stand*

in a valley, through which runs the river Maccira ; at the back, and at

the westward and northward of this village, is a mountain, the western

point of which touches the sea, and the eastern is separated by a deep

ravine from the heii^hts, over which passes the road Avhich leads frori^

Lourinhaandtbe northward, to Vimiera. The greater part of the in-

fantry, the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 8th brigades, were posted on thii

mountain, with eight pieces of artillery; Major-General Hill's brigade

being on tiie rij;ht, Mujor-General Ferguson's on the left, having one

battalion on the heights separated from the mountain. On the eastern

and southern side of tlie town is a hill whir'i is entirely command-d, par-

ticularly on its right, by the mountain to the westward of the town, and

commanding all the ground in the neighbourhood to the southward and

eastward, on which Brigadier-General F.me was posted with his rifle-t

men and the .50th regiment, and BriT?^adler-General Anstruther, with his

brigade, with half a brigade of six-pounders, which had been ordered

to the position in the course of the night. The ground over which

passes the road from Lourinha commanded the left of this height, and it

had not been occupied, excepting by a picquct, as Ike camp Lad beeq
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taken up only for one nif;Lt; and (here was no water in the neighbour*

hood of this height. The cavalry and the reserve of artillery were in

the valley, between the hills on uhich the infantry stood ; both flank-

ing, and supporting Brigadier-General Fane's advaneed guard. The

enemy lirbt appeared at eight o'cl:. civ. in the morning, in large bodies of

cavalry on oar left, upon the heights on the road to Lourinha; and it

was soon obvious that the attack would be made upon our advance4

guard, and Uie left of our position ; and Major-General Ferguson's brigade

%vas iaimcuiatcly moved across the ravine to (he heights, on the road to

Lourinha, with three pieces of ciinnon ; he was followed successively by

Brigadier-General Nightingale with his brigade, and three pieces of

cannon; Brigadier-General Acland Mith his brigade; and Brigadier-

General Bowes with his brigade. These troops were formed (^Major-

General Ferguson's brigade in the first line; Brigadier-General Niglitin-^

gale's in the second ; and Brigadier-Genirrals Bowcs's and Acland's, in

columns in the rear) on those heights, with their right upon the valley

which leads into Vimiera ; and their left upon the other ravine, which

separates thes-* heights from the range which terminates at the landing-

place at Maceira. On these last raen> i.oned heights the Portuguese troops

which had been in tlie bottom near Vimtera, were posted in ihe first in-

stance, and they were supported by Brigadier-General Crau bird's bri-

gade. The troops of the advanced guard on the height to the southward

and eastward of the town, were deemed sufficient for its defence, and

Major-Gcneral Hill was moved to tiie centre of the mountain on whick

the great i)ody of tlie infantry had been pasted, as a support to these

troops, and as a reserve to the whole army. In addition to tliis support

tjiese troops had. that of the cavalry in the rear of their right. Tlie

enemy's attack beg&n in several columns upon the whole of the troops on

this height j on the left they advanced, notwithstanding the tire of the

rilleiuen, close to the50tli regiment, and were checked and driven bsck

only by the bayonets of that corps. The second battalion, -13d regiment,

was likewise closely engaged with them in the road which leads into Vi-

miera ; a part of that corps having been ordered into the church-yard to

prevent them from penetrating into the town.

On the right of the position theV were repulsed by the bayonets of the

97 th regiment, which corps was successfully supported by the 2d bat-

talion, 52d regiment, which by an advance in column, took the enemy ia

flank. Besides this opposition given to the attack of the enemy on our

^vanced guard by tlscir own exertions, they were attacked in flank by

Brigadier-General AeiaiiJ's brigade, in its advance to i(.- |)osition on the

heights on the left, and a cannonade was kept up on Ike Sauk of the «i^
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m\> columns by tlif nrJillcry on (hose heights. At length, afler a most

«ir>.pcrate contest, the enemy was dri\en back in confusion from tbi« atta( k

•with the loss of seven pieces of cannon, many prisoners, and a great num-

ber pf officers and soldiers killed and m ounded. He was pursued bv the

detachment of the20tb light dragoons, but the enemy's cavalry were so

much superior in numbers that this detachment has suflcred much, and

lieutenant-colonel Taylor was unfortunately killed. Nearly at the same

time the enemy's attack commenced upon the hcisihts on the road to

Lourinha. Tliis attack was supported by a large body of cavalry, and

was made with the usual impetuosity of the French troop,". It was rcr

reived with steadiness by Major-Gcneral Ferguson's brigade, consisting

of the 36tb, 40th, apdTlst regiments; and these corps charged as sooa

as the enemy approached them, who gave way, and they continued to

advance upon him supported by the 8'id, one of the corps of Brigadier-

General Nightingale's brigade, which, as the ground extended, after-

wards formed a part of the first line ; by the 29th regiment, and by

Brigadier-General Bowes's and Acland's brigades, while Brigadier-

General Craufurd's brigade, and the Portuguese troops, in tvo lines, ad-

vanced along the height on tlic left. In the advance of IMaj or- General

Ferguson's brigade, six pieces of cannon were taken from the enemy,

with many prison;;rs, and vast numbers v.ere killed and Moun.led. The

enemy afterwards made an attempt to recover part of his artillery, by

attacking the 71st and 82d regiments, which «ere halted in a valley, ia

•which it had been taken. These regiments retired from the lo«' ground*

in the valley, to the heights, where they halted, faced about, fired, and

advanced upon the enemy, who Iiad by that time arrived in the low

Ijrnund, and they thu? obliged them again to retire with great loss, la

this action, in which the wiiolc of the French force in Portugtil was em-

ployed, under the command of the Duke DAbrantcs in person, in witicW

the enemy was certainly superior in cavalry and artillery, and in wliich

not more than half of the British army was actually engaged, he has sus-

tained a signal defeat, and has lost thirteen pieces of cannon, twenty-

three ammunition waggon?, with powder, sliells, stores of all descrip-

tions, and twenty tliousand rounds of musket ammunition. One general

• nicer (Beniere) has been wounded, and taken prisoner, and a great

aiany officers and soldiers have been killed, wounded, and taken. 1 he

vjiloui* and discipline of his majesty's troops have been conspicuous upoa

this occasion, as you, who witnessed the greatest part of (he action, mu«t

lia\e observed; but it is a justice to the following corps, (o draw your

B-itJce to them in a purlicular m.inner, viz.— the royal artillery, coni-

BsaitJed by Lieutcnant-Colonjl Robe; the 20th dragoons, which ha4



"keen commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel Taylor ; the 50th regiment, conte

mandod by Colonel Walker; the 2d battalion, 95th foot, commanded by

Major Travers; the 5th battalion, 60th regiment, commanded by Major

Davy ; the 2d battalion, 43d, commanded by Major Hull ; the 2d bat«

talion, 52d, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Rossi; the 97th regiment,

commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon ; theSGth rej^imcnt, commanded

by Colonel Burne; the 40th, commanded by Colonel Kemmis; the 71st,

commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Pack ; and the 82d regiment, com-

manded by Major Eyre. In mentioning Colonel Burnc, and the 36th re-

giment, to yon upon this occasion, I cannot avoid to add, that the regu-

kirand orderly conduct of this corps throughout this service, and their

gallantry and discipline inaction, have been conspicuous. I must tak*

this opportunity of acknowledging my obligations to the general and

staff officers of the army. I Mas much indebted to Major-General Spen-

cer's judgment and experience, in the decision which I f(»rmed with re-

spect to the number of troops allotted to each point of defence ; and for

bis advice anil assistance throughout the action. In the position taken

«p by Major-tJeneral Ferguson's brigade, and in its advance upon tFie

«ncmy, that officer shewed equal bravery and judgment ; and much praise

is due to Brigadier-General Fane, and Brigadier-General Anstruther, for

their gallant defence of their position in front of Vimicra, and to Briga-

dier-General Nightingale, for the manner in which he supported the at-

tack upon the enemy, made by Major-General Ferguson. Lieutenant,-

Colonel G. Tucker, and Lieutenant-Colonel Bathurst, and the officers in

the departments of the Adjutant and Quarter- Master-General, and

Lieutenant-Colonel Torrens, and the officers of my personal stall", ren-

dered me the greatest assistance throughout the action. I have tiie

konour to inclose herew itli a return of the killed, wounded, and missing.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

(Signed) Arthur Welleslet.

N. B. Since writing the above, I have been informed that a French

general officer, supposed to be general Thiebault, the chief of the staff,

bas been found dead upon the field of battle. A. W.

/
Total Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the army under the

command of Lieut. Gen. the Right Hon. Sir A. Weilesley, K.B. on the

21st of August, 1808.

1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 3 serjeantj, 128 rank

and file, 30 horses, killed; 3 majors, 10 captains, 19 lieutenants, 3 en-

iigns, 2 stafif, 27 Serjeants, 4 drummers, 4G6 rank and file, 12 horses,

ivounded; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 2 druaiuiers, 46 rank

mad file^ 1 horse, mining.
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Katncs of officers killcrl, wounded, and missing, on the 21«t of August,

1808.

General StafT—captain Harding'^, of the 57th Foot, deputy assistant

ijiiarter-master-^eneral, wounded. Royal lingineers— first lieutenant

"Wells, missing. SOth Light Dragoons—lieutenant-colonel Taylor, kil-

led'; captain Eustace, misi^ing. SOth Foot—lieutenant Brooke, killed

;

lieutenant Hogg, wounded. 29th Foot—brigadier-major A. Crragh,

wounded, afitli Foot—captain Herbert, si igljtly wounded ; lieutenants

Hart, Louglit, and Edwards, Uightly wounded ; ensign Boscll, slightly

wounded; lieutenant and adjutant Poveah, severely wounded. 40tli

Foot—captain Smith, slightly wounded ; lieutenant Frunkley, slightly

wounded. 43d Foot—major Ilearne, wounded; captains P'erguson,

Brock, and Haverfield, wounded ; lieut. Madden, wounded ; emign Wil-

ton, wounded. 50th Foot—captain A. G, Cooke, killed ; major Cliarleg

Jlill, wounded ; lieutenants Joim Kent, Jolui Wilson, and Robert Way,

wounded. 5'2d Foot—captain Ewart, wounded; lieut. Beil, wounded,

eotli Foot—lieutenant Charles Kirk, wounded ; Lewis Neith, wounded,

"jjst—captain A. Jones, slightly wounded; major jVIackenzie, slightly

vouniled ; lieut. J. D. Pratt, severely wounded ; lieutenants W. Hartley,

K. Dudgeon, and A. S. M'lntyre, slightly wounded; ensign W. Camp-

bell, slightly woi'.ndcd; acting adjutant R. R. M'Alpinc, severely

wounded. 82d—lieutenant R. Dunkin, killed. 95th— lieut. Pratt,

woundfd; ensign W. Cox, wounded. 97th—major J. Wilson, wounded

;

lieut. E. Kettlewcl!, wounded.

Total Oilicers, non-cominiasioned ofUcers and drummers, rank and file,

and horses, killed, wounded, and missing, 7sJ.

C B. Tlckeh, Dcp. Adj. Gen.

Return of ordnance anrl ammunition taken in the action of the 21st inst,

1 si.v-poiindcr; 4 four-pounders; 2 three-pounders: 6 tive-and-lialf

inch howitzers ; 2 ammiHiition w aggons ; 21 Portuguese ammunition cars ;

iO horses ; 4 mules.

The above is only the number alrrady received in the park ; but, from

several arcouvits, there are eight more taken from the enemy. Tlie am-

munition waggons and cars contain a portion of powder, shells, and stores

of all descriptions, and about twenty thousand round? of musket ammu-

nition. Wm. IvOEK, Lt. C;d. eoniDoandinj R. Artillery,
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ARMISTICE AND CONVENTION

OF

C INTRA.

Monday, November 14, 1808.

1 HE Members having afTembled by virtue of His Ma-
}efty's Warrant to enquire into the caufes of the late

Armiftice and Convention of Cintra, General Sir David
Dundas took the chair appropriated for the Prefident, and
requefted the reft of the General Officers to take their

feats, which they did accordingly in the following

tnanner

:

PRESIDENT,

General Sir DAVID DUNDAS.
MEMBERS,

General Earl of Moira.
Peter Craig.

' Lord Heathfield.
JLleut.-Gen. Earl of Pembroke.

Sir George Nugent, Bart.

-^ Oliver Nichols.

The Judge Advocate then read the Warrant as

fdllows

:

** GEORGE R.—Whereas we were pleafed in the

month of July i8o8, to conftitute and appoint Lieu-

'tenant-General Sir Hew Dalrymple, Knt. to the com-
mand of a body of our forces, employed to a6l on the

coafts of Span and Portugal, or in fuch other part of the

Continent of Europe as he might hereafter be duedted

c
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to ; and the faid Lieiitenant-General did, purfiiant to

our inflnidions tranfmitted to him, proceed to Portugal,

and did on the 22d of Augifft 1808, land in that country

and take upon himfelf the command of the faid body of

our forces accordingly : And whereas it appears that on

the fame 22d Auguft, and fubfequently to his having

alTumed the command, an Armiftice was concluded as

follows :

(Tranflation.)

Sufptnfton of Arms agreed upon between Lieutenant General

Sir Arthur fVellejJey, K. B. on the one Part, and the

General of Div'ijion JQUermann, Grand Officer of the

Legion of Honour, Commander of the Order of the Iron

Crown, and Grand Crofs of the Order of the Lion of

Bavaria, on the other Part \ each having Powers from
the refpeSiive Generals of the French and EngUJh
Armies.

Head-^iarlers of the EngUJh Army, Aug. 22, 1 808.

Art. I. 1 here (hall be, from this date, a Sufpenfion of

Arms between the armies of His Britannic Majefly and

His Imperial and Royal Majefty, Napoleon I. for the

purpofe of negotiating a Convention for the evacuation

of Portugal by the French army.

II. The Generals in Chief of the two armies, and the

Commander in Chief of the Britifh fleet at the entrance

of the Tagus, will appoint a day to aflemble on fuch part

of the coaft as fhall be judged convenient, to negotiate

and conclude the faid Convention.

III. The river of Sirandre (hall form the line of de-

markation to be (eftablifhed between the two armies
;

Torres Vedras (hafl not be occupied by either.

IV. The General in Chief of the Engli(h army un-

dertakes to include the Portuguefe armies in this fufpen-

fion of arms, and for thera the line of demarkation (hall

be eftabliflied from Leyria toThomar.
V. It is agreed provifionally that the French army

(hall not, in any cafe, be confidered as prifoners of war ;

that all the individuals who compofe it (hall be tranf-

ported to France with their arms and baggage, and the

whole of their private property, from which nothing

fhall be exempted.

VI. No individual, whether Portuguefe, or of a r>a-



CONVENTION OF CINTRA. tg

tion allied to France, or French, (hall be called to a(^-

count for his political conduct ; their refpe6live property

(hall be protedled, and they fhall be at liberty to with-
draw from Portugal within a limited time, with their

property.

VII. The neutrality of the port of Lifbon (hall be

recognifed for the Ruffiaw fleet; that is to fay, that when
the Englifh arn-^y or fleet (hall be in pofleilibn of the

city and port, the faid Rufllan fleet fliall not be difturbed

during its flay, nor (lopped when it wiflies to fail, nor

purfued when it fliall fail, until after the time fixed by
the maritime law.

VIII. All the artillery of French calibre, and alfo

the horfes of the cavalry, Ihall be tranfported to France.

IX. This fufpenfion of arms fhaii not be broken with-
out torty-eight hours previous notice.

Done and agreed upon between the above-named Ge-
nerals, the day and year above mentioned.

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
KELLERMANN, General of Divifion.

jidditlonal Article.

The garrifons of the places occupied by the French

army (hall be included in the prefent Convention, if they

have not capitulated before the 25rh inflant.

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
KELLERMANN, General of Divifion.

(A true Copy.)
A. J. Dalrymple, Captain, Military Secretary.

*' And whereas it appears, that on the 30th day of

Auguft 1808, a Convention was concluded as follows :

Definitive Conventionfor the Evacuation of Portugal by the

French Army.

The Generals commanding in chief the Briti(h and

French armies in Portugal, having determined to nego-

tiate and conclude a treaty for the evacuation of Portugal

by the French troops, on the bafis of the agreement en*

tered into on the 22d in(tanT for a fufpenfion of hoftili-

ties, have appointed the under-mentioned oflicers to ne-

gotiate the fame in their names, viz.—on the part of the

General in Chief of the Britifh army, Lieutenaat-Colonei-

c 2
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Murray, Quarter-Mafler-General, and on the part of

the General in Chief of the French army, Monfieur Kel-
lermann, General of Divifion, to whom they have given

authority to negotiate and conclude a Convention to that

efFed, fiibje6l to their ratification refpedively, and to

that of the Admiral commanding the Britifli fleet at the

entrance of the Tagus.
Thufe two officers, after exchanging their full powers,

have agreed upon the articles which follow :

Art. I. All the places and forts in the kingdom of

Portugal, occupied by the French troops, (hall be de-

livered up to the Britiih army in the ftate in which they

are at the period of the fignature of the prefent Coiv-

vention.

II. The French troops fhall evacuate Portugal with

their arms and baggage ; they (hall not be confidered as

prifoners of war, and, on their arrival in France, they

fhall be at liberty to ferve.

III. The Englifh Government (hall furni(h the

means of conveyance for the French army, which fliall be

difcmbarked in any of the ports of France between

Rochefort and L'Orient, inclufively.

IV. The French army (hall carry with it all its artil-

lery of French calibre, with the horfes belonging to it,

and the tumbrils fupplied with fixty rounds per gun. All

other artillery, arms, and ammunition, as alfo the military

and naval arfenals, (hall be given up to the Briti(h army
and navy, in the (late in which they may be at the period

of the ratification of the Convention,

V. The French army (hall carry with it all its equip-

ments, and all that is comprehended under the name of

property of the army ; that is to fay, its military cheft,

and carriages attached to the Field CommilTariat and

Field Hofpitals, or (hall be allowed to difpofe of fuch

part of the fame on its account as the Commander in

Chief may judge it unneceffary to embark. In like

manner all individuals of the army (hall be at liberty to

difpofe of their private property of every defcription, with

full fecurity hereafter for the purchafers.

VI. The cavalry arc to embark their horfes, as alfo

the Generals and other officers of all ranks. It is, how-
ever, fully underflood, that the means of conveyance for

^lorfes at the difpofal of the Britiih Commanders are very
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limited ; fome additional conveyance may be procured in

the port of Lifbon ; the number of horfes to be embarked
by the troops, (hall not exceed fix hundred, and the num-
ber embarked by the StaiF (hall not exceed two hundred.

At all events, every facility will be given to the French
army to difpofe of the horfes, belonging to it, which can-

not be embarked.

VII. In order to facilitate the embarkation, it (hall

take place in three divifions, the laft of which will be

principally compofed of ths garrifons of the places, of

the cavalry, the artillery, the fick, and the equipment

of the army. The firft divifion (hall embark within

feven days of the date of the ratification, or fooner, if

poffible.

VIII. The garrifon of Elvas and its forts, and of

Peniche and Palmela, will be embarked at Lilbon ; that

of Almaida at Oporto, or the neareft harbour. They
will be accompanied on their march by Britilh Commif-
faries, charged with providing for their fubfiftence and
accommodation.

IX. All the fick and wounded who cannot be em-
barked with the troops are entrulted to the Britifli army.

They are to be taken care of whilft they remain in this

country, at the expenfe of the Britilh Government, un-

der the condition of the fame being reimburfed by France

when the final evacuation is effe61ed. The Engli(h

Government will provide for their return to France,

which Ihall take place by detachments of about one hun-
dred and fifty or two hundred men at a time. A suf-

ficient number of French medical officers fliall be left

behind to attend them.

X. As foon as the vefTels employed to carry the army
to France (hall have difembarked it in the harbours fpe-

cified, or in any other of the ports of France to which
ftrefs of weather may force them, every facility (hall

be given them to return to England without delay, and

fecurity againft capture until their arrival in a friendly

port.

XI. The French army (hall be concentrated in Lif-r

bon, and within a diftance of about two leagues from it.

The Englilb army will approach within three leagues of

the capital, and will be fo placed as to leave about oac
league between the two armies.
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XII. The forts of St. Julien, the Bugio, and Cafcais^

(hall be occupied by the Britifli troops on the ratification

of the Convention. Lifbon and its citadel, together

with the forts and batteries, as far as the Lazaretto or

Tarfuria on one fide, and fort St, Jofeph on the other,

inclufively, fliall be given up on the embarkation of the

fecond divifion, as (hall alfo the harbour and all armed
velfelsin it of every defcription, with their rigging, fails,

Oores, and ammunition. The fortrelfes of Elvas, Al-

maida, Peniche, and Palmcla, (hall be given up as foon

as the Briiifli troops can arrive lo occupy them. In the

mean time the General in Chief of the Britilli army will

give notice of tlie prefent Convention to the garrifons of

thofe places, as alfo to the troops before them, in order to

put a Hop to all further holtilitits.

XIII. Commiflioners fhall be named on both fides, to

Tei^iilate and accelerate the execution of the arrangements

agretd upon.

XIV. Should there arife doubts as to the meaning of

any article^ it will be explained favourably to the French

army.

XV. From the date of the ratification of the prefent

Convention, all arrears of contributions, requifitions, or

ciaitTiS whatever, of the French Governmentj againfl; the

fubjccls of Porttigal, or any other individuals rcHding in

this country, fuinded on the occupation uf Portugal by

the Frtuch troops in the month of December 1807,

which mav not have been paid up, are cancelled, and all

fcqnert'-aiif'ns Lid upon iheir property, moveable or im-

iriovcable,are removed, and the free difpofal ot the fame

is rellored to the proper owners.

XVI. All fubjcds of France, or of powers in friend-

fiiip or alliance with France, doiniciliated in Portugal,

or accidentally in this country, rtiall be proteded. I heir

property of every kind, moveable ar^d iaimoveable, (hail

be icfpcdtcd, and they ihall be at liberty cither to ac-

company the French army, or to remaiti in Portugal.

In cither cafe their property is guaranteed to them, witb

ihc liberty of retaining or of difpo(ln<; of it, and palling

the produce of the fale thereof into France, or any qther

country wlicre they may fix their rtlidcnce, the fpace of

oae year being allowed them lor that purpofe.

It is fully underdood, that the Hupping is excepted
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^Om this arrangement, only, however, in fo far as re-

gards leaving the port; and that none of the ilipulations

above-mentioned can be made the pretext of any com-
mercial rpccuiation.

XVII. No native of Portugal fhall be rendered ac-

countable for his political condu6l during the period of

the occupation of this country by the French army ; and

all thofe who have continued in the exercifeof their em-
ployments, or who have accepted fituations under the

French Government, are placed under the protedlion of

theBritifh Commanders ; they Ihali fuHain no injury in

their perfons or property, it not having been at thtir op-

tion to be obedient, or not, to the French Government ;

they are alfo at liberty to avail themfelves of the ftipula-

tions of the i6th Article.

XVIII. The Spanifh troops detained on board Ihip

in the port of Lifbon Ihall be given up to the Com-
mander in Chief of the Britiih army, who engages to

obtain of the Spaniards to rcflore fuch French fubjedls,

either military or civil, as may have been detained ia

Spain, without being taken in battle, or in confequcnce

of military operations, but on occafion of the occur-

rences of the 29th of laft May, and the days immediately

following.

XIX. There fhall be an immediate exchange efta-

blilhed for all ranks of prifoners made in Portugal (ince

the commencement of the prefent hoftilities.

XX. Hoftages of the rank of field officers (hall be mu-
tually furnilhed on the part of the Britifh army and navy

and on that of the French army, for the reciprocal gua-

rantee of the prefent Convention. The officer ot the

Britifh army lliall be reftored on the com.pletion of the

articles uhich concern the army ; and the officer of the

navy on the difemibarkation of the French troops in their

oVvn country. The like is to take place -oh the part of

the French army,
XXI. It n^all be allowed to the oeneral in Chief of

the French army to fend an officer to France with intel-

ligence of the prefent Convention. A velTel will be fur-

nilhed by the Britifh Adnural to convey him to Bour-
deaux or Rochefort.

XXII. The Britifh Admiral will be invited to ac-

commodate His Excellency the Commander in Chief,
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and the other principal officers of the French army, on
board of fliips of war.

Done and concluded at Lifbon this 30th day qf Au-
guft 1808.

,

(Signed) GEORGE MURRAY,
Qiiarter-Mafter-General.

KELLERMANN,
Le General de Divifion.

(Tranflation.)

Wc, the Duke of Abrantes, General in Chief of the

French army, have ratified, and do ratify, the prefcnt

Definitive Convention in all its articles, to be executed

according to its form and tenor.

(Signed) The Duke of ABRANTES,
Head QuarterSf Lifbon^ ^oth Auguji 1808.

Additional Articles to the Convention of the 30/A of

Aiigujl 1808.

Art. I. The individuals in the civil- employment of

the army made prifoners, either by the Britifh troops, or

by the Portuguefe, in any part of Portugal, will be re-

ftored, as is cultomary, without exchange.

II. The French army (hall be fubfifted from its own
magazines up to the day of embarkation ; the garrifons

up to the day of the evacuation of the fortrefles.

The remainder of the magazines {hall be delivered

over, in the ufual form, to the Britifti Government,
which charges itfelf with the fubfiftence of the men and

horfes of the army, from the above-mentioned periods

till their arrival in France, under the condition of their

being reimburfed by the French Government for the

excefs of the expenfe beyond the eftimates, to be made
by both parties, of the value of the magazines delivered

up to the Britirti army.

The provifions on board the (hips of war, in pofre(non

of the French army, "will be taken in account by the

Britifh Government in like manner with the magazines

in the fortreffes.

III. The General commanding the Britifli troops

will take the necelTary meafurcs for re-eftablifliing the
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free circulation of the means of fubfiftence between the

country and the capital.

Done and concluded at Lifbon this 30th day of

Ajiguft 1808.

(Signed) GEORGE MURRAY,
Quarter-Mafter-General.

KELLERMANN,
Le General de Dlvifion.

(Tranflation.)

We, Duke of Abrantes, General in Chief of the

French arrny, have ratified, and do ratify, the additional

articles of the Cenvention, to be executed according to

their form and tenour.

The Duke of ABRANTES.
(A true Copy.)

A. J. Dalrymple, Captain, Military Secretary.

Articles of a Convention entered into beiiveen Vice- Admiral
ScKi/tvin, Knight of the Order of Si. /Alexander, and other

RiiJJian Orders, and Adrn'iral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart.

for the Surrender of the Ruffian Fleet ^ now anchored in

the River Tagus.

Ah'.' I. The fliips of war of the Emperor of Rirflia,

now in the Tagus, as fpecified in the annexed lift, (hall

be delivered up to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, imme-
diately, with all their ftores as they now are ; to be fent

to England, and there held as a dcpofit by His Britannic

Majefly, to be reftpred to His Imperial Majefty, within

fix months after the conclufion of a peace between His
Britannic Majefty and His Imperial Majefty the Emperor
of all the Ruflias.

II. Vice-Admiral Seniavin, with the officers, failors,

and marines, under his command, to return to Riiffia,

without any condition or ftipulation refpeding their

future fervices ; to be conveyed thither in men of war,

or proper velTels, at the expenfe of His Britannic Map

Done and concluded on board the ftiip Twerday, ia

the Tagus, and on board His Bri'annic Majefty 's Ihip

D
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Hibernia, ofFthc mouth of that river, the 3CI day of }>ep-

tember i8c8.

(Signed) DE SENIAVIN.
(Signed) CHARLES COTTON.

(Counter-figned) by command of the Admiral,

L. Sass, AffefTeiir de College.

(Counter-figned) by command of the Admiral,

James Kennedy, Secretary. '

Li/1 of the Ships referred to in theforegoing Convention.

Twerday, Vice-Admiral Seniavin, Captain du ice

rang Malayoff, of 74 guns, and 736 men.
bkoroy, Captain du ler rang Schelling, of 60 guns,

and 52.}. men.
Ste Helene, Captain du 2nd rang Bitchenflcoy, of 64

guns, and 598 men.

S. Cafael, Captain du 2nd rang RofhnofF, of 74 guns,

and 610 men.

Ratvizan, Captain du 2nd rang Rtifchchoff, of 66

guns, and 549 men.
Silnoy, Capt. -Lieut. Malygruia, of 74 guns, and

604 men.
Motchuoy, Capt. -Lieut. Rafvofoff, of 74 guns, and

629 men.
Rafael, Capt. -Lieut, Bytchenfkoy, of 8a guns, and

640 men.
Fregatte Kilduyn, Capt.-Lieut. Dournoff, of 26 guns^

and 222 men,

'

Yarowflavl, Captain du jndrangMilkofF, of 74guiis^

and 567 men. ..

Total, 5685 men.
^

;!-j:5^/To.i (Signed)
''Jj

•-' n " 'MALIVJEFF, le Capitaine de PayiUon.

** We think it riecellary that an enquiry fhould be made

by the General Officers herein-arter named, into the

conditions of the faid Armiftice-and Convention, and

into all the caufes and circutndances (whether arHlng

from the previous operation of the Britilh army or other.-

•wifej, which led to them, and into the condiift, beha-

viour, and proceedings ot the faid Lieutcnant-Gcneral

Sir Hew Dalrymple, and of any other officer or officers,

who may have held the comniaatl oi ow^ ^--oons jn Por-



CONVENTION OF CI^JTRA. 27

tugal ; and of any other perfon or perff ns, as far as the

fame were connedlcd with the faid Armiflice and Conven-
tion, in order that the faid General Officers may report to

ws, touching the matters aforefaid for our better informa-
tion. Our will and pleafure therefore is, and we do
hereby nominate and appoint the General Officers of onr
army, whofe names are refpedively mentioned in the lift

annexed, to be a Board, of which we do hereby oppoint

General Sir David Dundas, K. B. to be Prefidenr, who
are to meet accordingly for the purpofc above mentioned.

And you are hereby required to give notice to tlie faid

General Officers when and where they are to meet tor the

faid examination and enquiry, and you are hereby di-

re£ted to fummon fuch perfons as may be judged
neceflary by the faid General Officers (whether the

General Officers employed in the expedition, or others),

to give information touching the faid matters, or whofe
examination (hall be defired by thofe employed in the

faid expedition : and the laid General Officers are hereby

diredled to hear fuch perfons as (hall offi?r to give in-

formation touching the fame, and they are hereby au-

thorized, empowered, and required ilri6l]y to examine
into the matters before mentioned, and to report a ftate

thereof, as it (hall appear to them, together with their

opinion thereupon, and alfo with their opinion, whether
any, or what further proceedings (hould be had there-

upon ; all which you are to tranfmit to our Commander
in Chief, to be by him laid before lis for our con-
fideration ; and for fo doing, this Ihall, as well to you,
as to our faid General Officers, and all others concerned,

be a fufficient warrant.
*' Given at our Court at St. James's this (irft day

of November 1808, in the forty-ninth year of our
reign.

* By His Majefty's command.

(Signed) "JAMES PULTENEY..
** To our right trujly. and %vcII- beloved

Counjellor, the Honourable Richard
Ryder, jfud'^e-Advocuic- Generaly or

his Deputy,"

D 2
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The Judge Advocate next read an official copy

of the Armiftice agreed upi/P between Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley and General Kellermann, the definitive Conven-

tion for the evacuation of Portugal by the French army,

and of the other documents, as already ftatcd, which

appeared in the London Gazette of Friday, the i6th

of Septetnber laft.

Sir David Dundas obfcrvcd to the members of

the Court, that nothing more of a public najure would

probably be done on that day ; that there would be an

adjournment of the Court to foine other day, probably

till Thnrfday ; but that it might be necellary to confider,

in private, of the arrangements which 'were to be

adopted in the examination of witnelies. He therefore

thought it proper that the Court (hould be then cleared,

which was done accordingly, and the Court remained

in private conference for abowt two hours. It adjourne

at about half part one, to the following

Tkurfday, Novemler 17.

The Judge Advocate began by reading letters

from Sir Hew Dalrymple to him, explanatory of his

ccndudl in Portugal.

The Judge Advocate addrelTtd t! e Board, and

faid, that, purfuant to bis diredVions, he had written to

Lord Caftlercagh for copies of the d<fpatches and cor-

refpondence of Sir H^ w Dalrymple, Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley, and the otlier officers conaeded with the expe-

dition, and had received an anfwer from his Lordffiip,

accompanied by the necellary documents. He alfo

read two letters from Sir Hew Dalrymple, ftating,

that he Ihould be happy to lay before the Court a nar-

rative of all the tranfadions which took place in the

army from the day of his taking the command of it

to the day of his return ; and he hoped that at the

titne they fhould be ready to confider the circumftances

of the Convention ' f Cintra, naval officers might be

ready to infonn the Board, of the ftate of the weather

and of the tranfports, at the time tl.at the Convention

was concluded. In the fccond letter, Sir Hew re-

quefltd the Court to apply to Lord Cafllereagh to lay

before them copies of the correfpondcnce which took
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place with the Commanders of the French army, with

the Junta of Gallicia, and with the Biftiop of Oporto.

The anfwer of Lord Caltlereagh ftatcd that thefe

papers fliould be laid before the Courr, as they had

been called for, and that it had been his intention to

lay them all before the Court, except what related to

the coirefpondence with the Billiop ot Oporto, which
did not appear to him to have been necelPary to the

enquiry.

The Judge Advocate alfo ftated Sir Arthur

Wellefley's wifh to lay a narrative of his proceedings

likewife before the Court.

He then proceeded to read a vaft variety of official

documents.

The firft was a letter from Lord Caftlereagh to the

Admiralty, direiling t-hetn to appoint a proper convoy

for the expedition to the Tagus.

Then a copy of a letter from Lord Caftlereagh to

Sir Arthur Wellefley, dated the 25th of June, con-

taining fome directions previous to his failing, and

fome obfervations in refped to vidualling the tranf-

ports.

Next a letter dated the 2ifl: of June, directing

Lieutenant-Colonel Browne to take various meafures

to obtain information of the enemy's lituation and

flrength in Portugal, and to report the refult, without

delay, to Sir Arthur Wellefley.

Another letter from Lord Caftlereagh to Rear-Ad-
miral I'urvis, direCled certain naval preparations ne-

ceflary alter the arrival of the troops in theTagns, and
requefted his opinion whether the corps of Sir Arthur
Wellefley, confifting of 9000 men, might be ufefully

employed in that quarter.

A letter from Lord Caftlereagh to Major-General
Spencer, informing him that Sir Arthur Wellefley,

with his corps, was on his way from Cork to the Tagus,
and diredttng him to proceed thither with his corps from
off Cadiz. It likewife requefted General Spencer's

opinion as to the benefit to be expeiSled from the em-
ployment of Sir Arthur Wellefley's force in the Tagus,
An addrefs from the Principality of Afturias to His

Majefty, and the King's anfwer, d:itcd the 12th of June,
aflTuring them of His Majefty's willin^nefs to extend
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his fiipport to all parts of the SpaniOi monarchy, fliould

ihey (hew the fame fpirit vvliich had animated the pro-

vince of AlUirias.

A letter, dated the 13th of June, from Lord Caftle-

reagh to Major- General Spencer, ordering him to pro-

ceed from Cadiz; to join the corps of Sir Arthur

Wellefley.

A letter of t<ie fame dale, from Lord' Caftlereagh

to Sir Arthur Wellefley, containing orders to proceed

to the Tagus, and enumerating t!ie different regiments

that were to compofe his army. It inclofed alfo the

addrefs from the province of Aftiirias, and His Majtfty's

anfwer. It liated that hu /hould hr(l proceed witii

his army off Cape Pitiifterrc ; but that if he Ihould find

JiTs force not fufficient, he was to communicate that

fa£t to the Portiignefe government, and at the fame

rime to write Iionie tor frefli fupplics. It left much on
this point to the difcretion and judgment of Sir Arthur

Wellefley, who was to reconcile, as much as polfible,

any dilFercnces which might arife between the provinces.

It ftridly enjoined him not to take any part in the dif-

cufl'ions among the provinces of Spain, without par-

ticular orders. It alfo ftated, that this government

could not at prefcnt recognife the Prince ot Allurias as

potTcfimg any royal authority, he being aclually a pri-

Jbner in France.

A letter of the fame date from Lord Caftlereagh to

Sir Arthur Welieiley, contained copies of difpatciies

from Sir Cliarles Cotton, but did not vary the inflruc-

tions before received. It alfo contained advice that

200, occ/. had bee", fent to facilitate the proceedings of

tlie Spaniards.'

A difpatch from Sir Charles Cotton, dated 12th

of June, rtated, that, according to the bed information

he could obtain, tiiC Frencli had not more than 4C00
troops at Lifbon, that about 5Q00 Briiilh troops might

venture a landing, and efl"e6l: the neceflary* It alfo

remarked on the critical ftate of ilic French force in

PortDgal.

A letter, dated 15th of July, from Lord Cafllercagh

to Sir Arthur Wellefley, inclofed communications

from General Spencer as to the flate of the enemy, and

iuUiOtLted that the troops under Lieutcpant-General Stic
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John Moore, then in the Baltic, after due tefreihment,

(hould proceed without delay to join Sir Arthur Wellcf-
ley in the Tagus. The attack upon the Tagns was
to be the firft object of the expedition. From the in-

telligence which His Majefty had received he was in-

duced to trufl, in a great degree, to the refonrccs of
the co'.jntry, for the fupply of provifions for the troops.

A difpatch from General Spencer, from on board

the Hibcrnia, off Lifbon, gave a ftatement of the

French force in that neighbourhood.

A letter, of the 6th of July, from Lord Caftlereagh

to Sir Hew Dalrymple, recommended to him to en-

^ courage the fpirit, and to aflift the patriotic efforts of
the Sppnifh nation by every means in his power.

Another letter from the fame to the fame, dated the

15th July, ftatcd, that His Majefty, highly approving
of Sir Hew Dalrymple's condudl, had been gracioufljr

p'eafed to entruft to him the chief command of the

forces in Portugal, and that Sir Harry Burrard was to

"be the fecond in command j and another letter, of the

21ft July, formally appointed him to that command.
A letter of the fame date to Sir John Moore, dire<^e3

him to proceed without delay to join Sirs Hew Dal-
rymple and Harry Burrard.

A letter from Colonel Paget to Major-General
Stuart, dated 30th of July, conveyed fome neceHary
intelligence refpedling the movements of the Briti/h

forces, and likewife a ftatcment of the troops then af-

fembled at Coimbra.
A letter from Colonel Browne, of the 2d of July^

inclofed a' difpatch refpedl^ing various movements of the

/French army in the neighbourhood of Lifbon, anfl

ftated that t|ie Portuguefc force at Coimbra did R<k

"exceed 5000 men, only h^lf of whom were armed, an4
the reft chiefly peafantry.

A letter, of the 5th of July, from Colonel Browne
"to Sir Arthur Wellefley, cont&ined a report of an in-

terview with the Bifhop of Oporto, a ftaterhent of
the Poriuguefe force, and the difpofltion of the country
towards the EngliOi. ' '

An intercepted letter from General Junot wa* Ttlfo

read, and likewife anotiier from ihc famie perf'^i ''o
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General La Borde, exprelling his confidence in th;|t

officer.

A letter from Lord Cafilereagh to Sir Harry Burrard,

of the 4th of September, acknowledged tfie receipt ot the

difpatches refpecting the victory of Vimiera, and ftated,

that the fkill and valour of Sir nrthiir Wellefley had af-

forded Hi& Majeily the higheft fatistaction, and that fuch

conduct was highly creditable to himfelf, and honourable

to the Crown : that the Heady bravery of the Briiifh

troops proved them to jioiTefs thofe qnahfications, dif-

cipline, and perfeverance, Vi-ithout which fuccefs could

never be obtained.

A letter from Sir Arthur Wellefley, dated the 24th

of July, on board the Crocodile, off" Corunna, con-

tained an account of fome communications which that

General had v\ith the Junta of Gallicia. Alfo an ac-

count of the action between the French and Spaniards at

Rio Seco. The whole of the French troops in Portu-

gal, according to the information he had received,

amounted to 15,000 men, 12,000 of whom were fla-

doned at Lifbon. Sir Arthur Wellefley propofed

failing for Corunn^ the fame night the letter was
written.

A letter from the fame to Lord Cafllereagh, dated

July 261 h, contained an eftimate of the Portuguefe

troops Rationed at ^oimbra and elfewhere, and that

;the whole were badly armed, and principally peafants.

It mentioned an application which Sir Arthur had made
to the Eifl^.tip of Oporto for the fupply of J50 horfes

«knd 500 moles, there being none attached to the army

ibr the. tianrpori of the ammunition and entrenching

tools, which the Bilhop promifed to provide as foon as

the troops ihould have difenibarked.

' A letter from Sir Charles Cotton to Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley, dated on board the Hibcrnia, off the Tagus,
gave fome information refpefting the facilities of dif-

erabarking the troops, and the difpofition of the Portu-

gue/e towards the Lnglilh.

A letter from Sir Arthur Wellefley to Lord Caflle-

reagh, dated Augull r, on board the Donegal, otf the

Mondego river, fl:aitd th.e pofition of the enemy in the

neighbpurhood of Lifbon ; and that it appeared to Sir

Arthur to be too flrong for them to attack at prefent.



CONVENTION OF CINTRA. 33

The vicinity of the enemy, and the v/ant of the necef-

fary alfiftance, would increafc the difficulty of difem-

barkaiion near Lifbon, and that therefore he had been

induced to decide upon landing to the northward, at

Mondego Bay ; that he had commenced his difembarka-

tion in that river on the day of writing this letter, but

that the landing was attended with fome difficulty, and

would have been quite impoffible, had it not been for

the zeal of the country people, and the a£livity of the

officers of the navy and ariny. He had iffijed 5000 (land

of arms, to equip the people of the country, to co-ope-
rate with the Britifli forces.

A letter from General Spencer to Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley, dated the 15th of July, gave fome information re-

fpeSling the pofition of the French army, and the mo(fc

advantageous points of attack for the Britifli forces. It

referred to an abfjlute want of money in Portugal, and
the neceffity of fupplying them in this refpefl:, and alfq

mentioned the difficulty of obtaining mules to draw the

ammunition-waggons, &c.

A letter from Sir Arthur Wellefley, of the 24th of

July, adverted to the reduced ftate of the pecuniary con-
cerns of Portugal, and the neceffity of making an ad-

vance in fpecie to that governtnent.

Adifpatch from Sir Arthur Wellefley to Lord Caflle-

reagh, dated Augufl: the i6th, related the particulars of
his march, and the jundtion of the Purtuguefe troops.

It had been the wifli of that government that the Britifh

ilores {hould be employed in tb.e maintenance of the

Portuguefe troops, and the difpatch flated a refufal on
the part of Sir A.rthur V/ellcfley, who intimated that

the Britifli forces would not be under the neceffity of

obtaining bread from them, but would" require a fupply

of beef, wine, and forage. It alfo contained an account
of the Britifh army having faved from the French a ma-
gazine of provifions, and of fome extraordinary mef-
fages refpeding the fupplies, in which General Friere

exprefled his anxiety on that fubjecl:. Sir Arthur
Vv ellefley received a propofition from. General Friere, re-

fpecting a new plan of operations, which went to iepa-

rate the Portuguefe from the Britifli troops, on the pre-
text of the probable want of fupplieg, notwithftanding
Sir Arthur Wellefley had e'xpreflly fl^ated the contraryj
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Sir Arthur Wellefley atlriluited this widi of General

Friere lo his apprehenfion that the Britilh were not fuffi-

ciently ftrong for the enemy. . He could not account

for this proceeding, becaufe the two Generals had always

been on good terms, and Cieneral Friere had vohmtarily,

at a former period, placed hinifelf and his troops under

the command of the Englilh. If Sir Arthur had beeri

furnilhed with fuppUes, he would have acceded to the

requeft, but he found that the Britifh CommifTariat had

not fufficient ftores to enable him to do fo. Befidcs, he

did not believe that the moiives ftatcd by General Friere

were fuch as led to his deicrmination.

A letter from Sir Arthur Wellefley, to Sir Harry
Burrard, of il;e nth of Auguft, ftated, that Portugal,

in time of peace, never fupported itfelf more than feven

months out of the twelve, and therefore that the Britifh

niuft depend upon the tranfports for bread and other

provifions. It advifed General Burrard alfo to take

vviih him five days provifion in advance, and to keep up

that ftock in cafe of any interruption.

Other "letters of little importance were alfo read.

When a letter was about to be read, from Sir Arthur

Wellefley to Sir Harry Burrard, Sir Arthur addreiTed

the Court: whereupon Lord Moira obferved,that it was
evident that the communication contained in it had beea

made confidentially, and it did not appear to his Lordlhip

that any thing contained in it bore materially upon the

queftion, efpecially when the letter contained only pri-

vate obfervations upon individuals. In cafe thefe letters

Ihould be printed with the Report of the Board, this

letter muft alfo be made public, and he left it to the

Court, therefore, to judge, what muft be the confe-

quence : it could have no other efFe61: than that of giving

an offence, which might prove exceedingly injurious to

the public caufe, and could not pofTibly forward any one

point under difcufllon. He therefore moved that it

fhould be withdrawn : and it was withdrawn accord-

ingly.

The Judge Advocate then read a letter from Sir

Arthur Wellefley, containing the ofhclal difpatch re-

fpcding the battle of Vimicra ; a letter from Sir Harry

Burrard to Lord Cafllereagh ; and from Sir Arthur

Wellefley to Sir Harry Burrard. Alfo a flaiemeni by
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Captain Bowen, of the bed means of di fern barking the

troops at Lifljoi), communicated to the Secretary of

State.

Sir Hew Dalrymple then read to the Court :—Be-

fore I proceed to pnt the Court in polfeflion of a detail of

proceedings which will place my conducl in that point

of view in which alone it oijght to be confidered, I

have to claim ihtir indulgence in tlie ftatement of fome

circumftanccs by which my feelings and reputation have

been molt deeply wounded. I have always looked for-

ward with joy to this moment, when I Ihouid have aa'

opportunity to repel a calinTiny which I have every rea-

fon to know has had the moft injurious effcd upon my
charadler. I allude tx a paragraph in one of the public

newfpapers, which has been tranfmitted to the army in

Portugal, and which was calculated not only to deflroy

the refpecl of the foldiers placed under tny conimand,

but to rob me ot that confidence which His Majeily had

been plcafed to repofe in me. The objedl dt this para-

graph was to defame my charafler, and to refcue that of

a more favoured officer ; but, in what I am about to fay

on the fiibjed, I am far fiom wilhing to (brink from

the refponiibility, and flill lefs to difciaim the fliare I

had in making an Armiflice, which, in the event, the

more it is conlidered, the more it muft be approved.

The paragraph to which I allude, infinuates that I

had torn the laurels from the brows of an officer (Sir

Arthur Welleflcy) who had dcferved the admiration of

his country tor a fplendid viftory ; and that I had com-
pelled that fame officer to fign an armillice which wouM
for ever reiuain on record as a difgrace to His MajeHy's

arms.

I heg leave moft folemnly to affirm on the word and

honourof an offixer, that the preliminary treaty, or ar-

miftice, was difcuned, with General Kellermann, by

Sir Harry Burrard, Sir Arthur Welleflcy, and by my-
felf. We. I th.ink, were engaged in that difcuiliGU

from liaif pad two in the afierno(jn, until nine at night,

with the exception of the time we were at dinner, 1

muft fay, that during the whole of that difciiffion, Sir

Arthur Welledey took the moft prominent part in the

arrangement of that treaty, a part which he was n-»o(l

Certainly entitled lotake, from his previous command of

E 2
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the Britilh army, from the recent vi6tory he liad ob-

laincf!, and from the incidental and local knowledge,
\vhich, from fuch circumltances, he mull polTefs. It

is certainly true, that the difcuffion with General Kel-
Icrmann took place in the French lans^uage. It is alfo

true, as well as I can now recolledl, that General Kelier-

mann minuted down tlie details of that arrangement; but I

pofnivcly alfert, that General Sir Arthur Welleiley did

net oppofe either the treaty itfelf, or any of its flipula-

lions. It is alfo true tliat I did get up to propofe my fig-

nature to that armifiice, when it was fuggellcd by Ge-
neral Kellermann, that as he was onlv a General of Di-
vifion, it was the cuftom, that an officer, fubordinate

to the Commander in Chief, on the part of the Britifti

army, (hould fign that inftrument. And here, as a

man of honour and a foldier, I do moft pofitively de-

clare, that, on my part, neither compulfion nor order

was employed, in order to induce the fignature of Sir

Arthur VVellefley, to the preliminary treaty. Calum-
niated as I have been, the duty I ovye to myfelf and to

the caufe of truth, which .1 feel in this cafe cannot

be feparated, have rendered it imperative on me to

make thefe obfervations previous to my delivery of the

Narrative which I now hand to you.

1 am extremely happy to be placed in the fituation in

which I now (land ; but had any individiial chofcn to

prefer fpccific charges agaiiiil me, I doubt not I could

nave jultifced my condu£l with regard to the tranfaftions

in Portugal; and there is not a lingle officer ol whofe
fcrvices His Majelly has been deprived by me with a

view to the prefent invcftigation.

Sir Arthur WsLLESLiy hoped, that in delivering

in hisNarrativeto theBoard,hefliou!dbe juftified in mak-
ing a few obfervations upon what had jiift fallen from
Sir Hew Dalrymple. Certain paragraphs had appeared

in the newfiupers, which had ventured to fpeak upon his

conduti^ in the late tranfaClions in Portugal, as if the

w I iters of them had received authority or information

Irotn him or from his frimds, as to the truth of the fadls

there dated. He had never authorized any perfon con-

nedied with him in the fcrvice, or any of his friends,

to give authority to the publiilicrs of ncwfpapers to Hate

that he was compelled, or even ordered, to fign the Ar-
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mlftlce in queRion. It was true, that he was prefent

-when the treaty was in agitation by the Commander in

Chief, and he affifted in drawing it up, and fiibfcribed

it by ihe defire of liis fuperior officer ; but he never had

faid, and never would fay, that that defre was in the

fhape of an order, much Icfs in the fliape of compul-

fion. It was a defire with which he had complied,

from the wifh of fupporting the meafures of thofe

under whofe command he was placed. However he

might differ upon particular points, he had mojl cordially

concurred in the opinion that the French Jhould be perniitte((

to evacnale Portugal \ and when the Armiltice was
figned, he did not think it proper to rcfufe his concur-

rence. He thought it neceflary to fay thus much, and

begged leave to deliver a Narrative from the time of his

taking the command of the army, to tlie period when
he refigned it, on the evening of the 21 ft. Sir Arthur

Wellelley delivered his ftatement .accordingly, and the.

Court adjourned, at a quarter before four o'clock, till

Saturday, November iQ.

The Court met at ten o'clock, and at about eleven

o'clock, the guard being withdrawn, Grangers were

allowed to enter.

Sir ArthurWe LLESLF.y foon afterwards delivered i^

a paper, explanatory of what had fallen from Sir Hew
Dalrymple, on a preceding day, with fome additional

obfcrvations. He accompanied this document witK

faying, that to no perfon connetSled with him had he

ever given authority to alfert, that the laie Armiftice in

Portugal, to which his name appeared, had been fignel

by compulfion. He h.ad never intimated to any one,

that to affix his name to that inftrurnent was required

by the Commander in Chief, or any other perfon, in

the Ihape of an order, which he had it not in his pivwer

to difobey. It was certainly true, that he did differ in

opinion from Sir Hew Dalrymple, in more than one

point, but that incongruity of feutim«nt had no appli-

cation tcr the matter to which he had juii adverted. He
thought it necellary to ftatc tlius much, that mifiakcs
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miizht not so abroad on a rToint of no inconfidcrablc

iinportance to the Jubjcdl of the preient enquiry.

He alfo wifljcd to fay a few words, with refpe6l to a

reficclion, fuppofed to be conveyed in a difpatch of his

to Lord Caftiereagh, upon the Commiflariat employed

wi^h the army in Portug:;!, He certainly never intended

that the communication Ihoiild be made public ; but as

the inaiter "was difclofed at a previous fitting, candour

and judice required, tliat it fhould not pafs without

foaie comment. The fuppofed complaint was made on

the 1 6th of Auguft, and the mifcon[lru£lion was this:

t1iat what he defigned as a general obfervation for the

benefit of the fervice, vsasalTiimed to be a particular

remark, applied exclufively to the difcharge of that

fervice in Portugal. The truth was, that he did not

intend to complain of any deficiency, on that occafion,

aiifing from neglcdl of duty in the Commiflariat ; his

defign was, to draw the attention of Government to

this important branch of the military fervice, as it conr-

cerned the procuring, tranfmiiting, and diftributing the

fupplies for the aimy, in all fjtuations, and under all

circumftances. He concluded with repeating, that he

did not, in th.e kaft, mean to blame thofe individuals

who had been concerned in this duty, on the occafion

to wjilch he had adverted.

He then refumed bis feat behind the table, at which

the members of the Court were occupied.

The Judge Advocate read a letter to Lord Caftle-

reagh, of the 15th of September, then the public dif-

patches, and the correfpondcnce between tlie command-

ing olTicers and General Frierc, of the Portuguefe

army.
Jt appeared by the latter, that, prior to the protefl: of

the Portuguefe General, complaints had been made by

him and the Provifional Government, of the arrange-

ments under the Armiflice and Convention ; from which

the Britiih otlk'crs cxcufed thcmfelves, by llating, that it

was a mere military nieafure betvi^ten two contending

armies, unconncdlcd with matters of civil regulation,

and at the fame time apologizing for having deterred to

tranfmit copies of the Armiltice and Convention, fron;*

their ignorance of the proper authorities with which

they fiiould comtnunicate.
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Tt alfo appeared by thefe letters, that there was a
great deficitncy of information at the Britilh head-quar-

Jers, on the operations in Spain, and that a fingle letter

from G<fneral Caflanos was the only irttelligcixc they

Jiad poflefkd oh the ftate of affairs in that country, at

this critical period.

A letter fronn Sir Arthur Wellcfley, to Sir Hew Dal-

rymplc, complains of the inadiivity of adivifion of the

army, at a tiii^.e when tl;eir fervices might be inltantly

reqnired, on account of the deficiency ot horfes for the

artillery, baggage, ammtitiition, and other purpofes.

It mentions, that out of 200 horfes, feventy-fix were

fo mtich debilitated, as to be incurable; that mul^s

could not perform the fervice required, and that 30O
additional artillery horfes would fcarcely be competent

to the duty. 1"hc horfes the divifion before had, the

letter reprtfents as feeble and inefficient, th^y leaving

been pnrchafed in Ireland, at the cheap price of 12/. or

13/. He concludes with adverting to the inconvenience

and lofs which had been already fultained in confequence

of this deficiency,

A letter dated from head-quarters, 30th of September,

from Sir Hew Dairymple to Lord Cafrlereagh, fays,

that, after communicating with Sir Harry Burrard, he
had taken no (Icps with the Regency, as to detaching the

Portuguefe troops on aflual fervice, as in their prefent

ftate no effei^tial afliftance could be derived from them.

A letter of the 26th of Auguft, from Sir Hew Dal-

rytriple to Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, gave the latter

authority to negotiate with General Kellermann.

A letter from the fame, and of the fame date, to Ad-
miral Siniavin, ftated Admiral Cotton's objedion to a

particular condition of the propofed treaty.

A letter from General Murray to the Commander in

Chief, informed him, that the Portuguefe troops had

begim to march. This letter, dated the 27th of Auguft,

was fucceeded by another of the following day, from

the latter to the former.

A letter from Lieutenant -Colonel Murray to Sir

Hew Dairymple, of the preceding date, contained a

pr'opofuion that the writer (hould go in perfon to the

Britifh Admiral, to confer with him on the fubje6l of

the treaty ; and fuggefted, that Captain Dairymple.

5
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fhoukl be the bearer of the copy of the treaty to thfS

country.

Other parts of the public flifpatches were then read,

which vv'cre followed by a leuer Iroai the Commander
in Chief to Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, of the day
following, explanatory of the means of execuiing cer-

tain articles of the Convention, adverting to the omlf-

fion of a word in the third anicle, as to the embarka-
tion, and dating the impoHibility of complying ItricUy

with the article for the removal of the French, from
the deficiency of horfes. The letter then ftaied fome
propofed amendments of the articles, and (bme further

arrangements as to the embarkation of the enemy's

troops, to be adjuiled by the comuiiflioners ap| ointed

to negotiate the bufinefs. That Article 13 is inudmif-

fibie ; and comments on Article ly, referring to the

protection of ftrangers in Portugal, in their perfons and
property, and as to the time to be allowed them to

difpofe of the latter, and withdraw from the kingdom.

A letter to Lord Proby, one of the comraiflioners in

the naval department, complained of the embarkation

of property by the French, on board the Rulhan (hips.

Another, from Major-General Stewart to Sir Hew
JDalrymple, fpoke of a particular clafs of property, to

the amount of 22,000/. which was carrying off, con-

trary to the rules of war. This property confiited of

the Public Mufeum, the Royal Library, and fome other

articles of tlic like defcripiion.

A letter from General Beresford to Sir Hew Dai-

ry niple, of the 5th of September 1808, refpefled

the iliuation of the Spanilh prifoners in the harbour,

and other particulars of the negotiation with General

KtHermann.
Aletter .from the fairie to the fame, and, of the fame

date, recommended, that the French troops fliou Id pro-

ceed to tiie fouth fide of the Tagus.

A letter from the fame to the fame, of the 7th of

that month, obferves, that all the civil revenue appro-

.priated by the French to their own purpofes, fliould b&

riinmediately replaced.

, . Some other Ifetters were read, both in French and

',Epghlh, adverting to topics of minor importance.

A variety of letters were then read from General
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Kellcrmann to General Beresford, and other BritjOi

officers, with the anfwers. General Kellermann at

firft contended that every thing actually in the polTeilBon

of the French, at the time of the Convention, ojight

to be confidered as their private property. The Britilh

Commander, however, conftuntly refufed to sdmh fuch

a conftru6lion of the articles of the Convention, and
infjfted that whatever had been obtained by plunder and
confifcation fhould be reftored. On this conftru^ion of
the articles, they would not allow the horfe?. taken from
the royal ftables at Lifbon, to be confidered French pro-
perty, nor any thing taken from the churches, or from
individuals, which could be identified, to be confidtred

as private property of the French, under the terms of
the Convention.

The next document was the Proclatriatioii by tbtf!

Britiih and French Commiflioners, who were appointed

for the exprefs purpofe of feeing this article of the Con-
vention exectited according to the conftnj6iion put npon^
it by the Britilh Commanders.

Letters from General Beresford to Sir Hew Da^-.
rympie, informed him of evafions of the article by th'fr

French, of their placing fome of their plunder in what'
they called their military cheft, and carrying off mH^'
ney concealed in their regimental drefles.

'

Sir Hew Dalrymple, in his anfwer to General
Beresford, exprefied his determination that no article of
the Convention (hould be violated by the French ; xhH'
their condud on this occafion had been moft ibamefof,"

and had evinced a want of probity and honour, which
was moft difgraceful to them. It feemed to. be their in-*

tention to go away, leaving all their debts unpaid ; and
carrying off a confiderablc part of their plunder, by'

calling it public money, and faying it belonged to their

military cheif. As to any plunder that coidd be iden-

tified, it mulf be reftored. He greatly regretted, how-'
ever, that part of their plunder, which w^s in money,"^

it would be difficult, if not impoffible, to identify.

A letter from Sir Hew Dalrymple to Lord CaftlereagKy
'

contained a copy of the Armiftice. "^

A number of letters which paffed between the Portu-

'

guefe General (Fiiere) and Sir Hew Dalrymple^ relativei"

to the terms of the Armiftice and Convention,

f
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Immediately after the ArmKlice, the l-oiiuguefe Ge-
neral wrote to Sir Hew Dalryrnple, acquainting him,
that, conformably to the terms of this Armiftice, he liad

given orders that the troops, advancing from Betra,

fhoiild keep their pofitions. He could not however avoid

ftating, that there uere fonie articles in the Armiftice

which involved confiderations of the utmoft importance
with refped to the honour and interells of the Britidi

nnd Portuguefe nations. 'He therefore fent an officer,

who was entiiely in nis confidence, to confer with Sir

Hew Dalrymnle upon thofe points.

Sir Hew Dalryrnple fliortly after wrote to General
Fiiere, to inform him that the French General had

complained feverely of the Portuguefe troops, which,
to the number of 20Co, had advanced beyond the line

of demarkation fpecified in the Armiftice, and requefted

him to perfuade the Poriugnefe to fall back. The
French General was even making preparations to at-

tack them, if they continued, in defiance of the terms

of the Armiftice, to occupy that pofition.

A letter from Sir Hew ]>alrymple to Lieut. -Colonel

Murray, exprcfled great furprife that the French had

carried off fome of the ftores, and declared it fhould

have been prevented if he had been informed of it in

time.

Letters between Sir Hew Dalrymple and General

Friere, in confequence of the final Convention, the

terms of which wereconnnunicated to him or the 2d of

September.

General Friere, after fome expreftions of diftatisfac-

tion gt the terms of the Convention, ftaied to Sir Hew
Dalrymple, that he was in'brmed that the French were

purfuing at Lifbon the moU barefaced fyftem of plun-

tler, and v.-ere robbing the chinches as well as private in-

dividualr, and that they conlidered this plunder as com-
ing under the terra of " their private property," which
was fecurcd •'^i.them by the Convention.

Sir Hew Dalrymple anfweredthe letter the fame day,

and informed the Portuguefe General, that as to the

la'tcr objei^ls of his It-tu r, he certainly Ihonid not fail

to pay due attention to fuch a fcrious infringement of

»hp Ucaty, if it were attempted by the French ; it being
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Tiis firm intention to exa6l a ftri<5l fulfilment of it ift

all its articles.

A memorial fent by General Friere to General Dal*
rymple complained of the inconveniences arifmgfrom the

terms of the Convention of Cintra. This memorial was
prefented a few days after the Convention, and was in fiib-

flance as follows;—That General Friere found himfelf

under the neceflity of ftating to the Britifh General his

objedions to the Convention. That nothing could be

more favourable to the French, or more prejudicial te^

the general caufe of Portugal, of Spain, and of Europe,

to which the Britifh Government profelfed fo ftrong an
attachment, than fuch a Convention ; that the partifans

of France would be thereby enabled to fpread alarm,

fufpicion, and diftruft of the views aiid objects of the

Britilh Government or people. They would now fpread

their calumnies with greater boldnefs, and fay that the

Britifh came as auxiliaries, but remained as oppreffors.

Althoiigii there was no doubt that the Britilli Govern-
ment had really no other obje£t in coming to Portugal

than to give alTiftance to that nation and to its Prince

Regent, yet, in order to {Hence the evil-difpofed, it be-

came nx^ccifary that the Britiih General thonlJ now pub-
lilh a fpecifiC declaration of the obje6ls of his Govern-
ment with refpeil to Portugal. The BriiKh' army
could not, and fliould not be confidered in any other

light than as an auxiliary army, in that country. It was
in that light only that they were applied for by the

people of Portugal. The Convention then ought to

have been made in conjunilion and co-operation with

thofe who exercifcd the fun6lions of government
in Portugal. Nothing of that fort, however, had been

done ; neither had the opinions ot the Portuguefe been
confulted on a matter wherein the honour and intererts

of their country and of their Prince Regent were fo

materially interefted. There were articles in the Con-
vention which he could not conceive fuitablc to theif

honour or their interclts. He fiiould particularly point

out the i6ih and the 17th Articles of the Convention,

by which the Portuguefe forts and arfenals then in the

occupation of the enemy were to be furrendered to the

Piritilh troops, and in thofe articles no mention was
it]adeof Portugal, or of' thcPiitice Regent.. It thereJ^

F 2



^ ENQUIRY INTO THE

fore appealed abfolutely neceflary that the Bihlfli General

{hould, by an explicit declaration, remove all doubts

of the molives of the Britifli Government ; that he

ftiould declare that the occupation ot thofe forts and arfe-

iials by the Britifh troops was only a temporary and pro-

vifional meafure, that it was merely in confcqnencc ot

an exifitng danger, and that when that danger was re-

moved, they rtiould be reftored. As to the firft addi-

tional article, the Portuguefe General objedled to it,

i^^i'om the imponibiiity of carrying it into execution. It

was necelTary to inquire into the condu£l of the French,

and make them refponfible for it. There was an equal

objedlion to allowing the French to carry off their bag-

gags and private property, as the French would think

ihemfelves entitled to include under thofe terms what-

ever they might think proper to carry off; and a confi-

derable embarraffment mud arife in determining what
fhould really be confidered as their baggage and private

property. As this might probably occafion the mod fe-

rious tumults, and the lofs of many lives in Lifbon, it ap-

peared to him that it would be right, in order to prevent

thofe evils, that when the firft divifion of the French were

eftibarked, the remainder fliould be fent out of Lifbon

to Cafcaes, and other places in the neighbourhood. By
this means Lifbon would be fooner freed from the pre-

fence of the French troops ; thofe evils would be avoided

"which might take place in confequence of the irritation

of the populace, and the other French divlfions might

be embarked in fafety, under the protection of the Bri-

tifh troops.

The next paper was a formal proteft of General

Friere againft the Convention.

Sir Hew Dalrymple anfvveredthe difpatcli of Cjcneral

Friere, by a letter dated the 6th of September. He ac-

knowledged the honour of having received His Excel-

lency's difpatch, and hoped that His Excellency would

not attribute it to any direfpc£l:, if he declined to enter

into a difcudion of thofe parts which appeared to him
to be queftions belonging more particularly to the go-

vernments of the two countries. He could hardly think

that the partifans of France, or the enemies of both

countries, could be able to imprefs the Portuguefe na-

tion with fo unfavourable an idea of the Brltilh Govern-
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ment or army, as he did not think that fuch French parti fans

would venture to Itay in the country long after the French

had left it. He could however have no objeftion to ftate,

in the inofl: exprefs terms, that the Britifh Government
was in ftri6l and fincere alliance with the Sovereign of

Portugal, and that (he Britiih army was bound by duty

and honour to pay the utmoft attention to the dignity of
the Prince Regent, and to the independence and profpe-

rity of the country. The forts that were to be occupied

by the Britifli troops were only to be occupied for the

Prince Regent and for Portugal.

General Friere, in his anfwer, exprelfed confiderabb

iatisfa(9:ion at the contents of this letter.

A letter from Sir Hew Dalrymple to the Portuguefe

Minifter, Don Pinta de Souza', dated the 5th of Sep-

tember, informed him, that, at the conclufion of the

Convention, the French General gave his honour that

there (hould be no further plunder, and it was agreed

that whatever could be identified, fliould be reilored.

There was evidently great difficulty in identifying money.

Some correfpondence was then read between Sir Hew
Dalrymple and the Eifliop of Oporto. The principal

J'aature was an agreement between them, that a body of

4000 Portuguefe troops (hould be ready to enter Lifbon

as foon as it had been evacuated by the French ; but that,

to prevent the danger of tumults, they were not to enter

it before.

A letter from a Portuguefe General, who was alfo a
member of the regency appointed by the Prince Re-
gent, protefted againft the Armiftice, and faid, that

from the i9lh of June, when he had taken the com-
mand in the Algarves, he had been able to drive the

French completelyoutof that province, to free the pro-

vince of Alentejo, and toeftabliffi his head-quarters oa

the fouth of the Tagus. He therefore could not be con-

vinced that fuch an armiflice was abfolutely necelTary;

and pointed out to the Britiih General the danger of the

French carrying off their plunder under the defignatioti

of private property.

Sir Hew Dalrymple, in his anfwer, alTured him that

it was his intention to keep the French ftriclly to tlip

a^tiqjes of the treaty.
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A letter from Sir Hew Dalrymple to the Prefident of
the Supreme Juiua ot Gcvernmetit at Oporto, informed

them that ihe French were about to lea^e the country/

and that it became neceflary rhat a government fliould

be eiiablilhed in the name of the Prince Rtgcnt. A
queftion o( cjnlklcrabie difficulry and delicacy appeared to

have arifen in confequence of fonie of the Regency ap-

pointed by the Prince Regent having purfue^ a hoftile

line of condinSl.

Refoliitions of the Junta at Oporto firft declared the

necellity of reftoring a regency, and afterwards feemed

to incline to take the reins of government into their own
hands, as the Supreme Body of Government reprcfenting

their Lord and Sovereign Don John.

A letter from Admiral Sir Charles Cotton to the Su-

preme Junta, pointed out the probability that LiUbon,

which had fo long been confidered the capital of the

country, would not be content to appear fubordinate to

the Junta at Oporto, and therefore recommended the

elfablifhment of the Regency appointed by the Prince

Regent.

The Supreme Junta in anfwer exprefled an admira-

tion of the Britifh nation, and hoped the opportunity

might arrive when their troops might be able to Ihew fuch

an emulation as would be worthy of Portugal.

A letter, being a fort of proteft againft the Conven-

tion, was addrcfled by a Judge of a diltri£l in Portugal to

Sir Hew Dalrymple. Although coming from an indi-

vidual, it was allowed to be his sOi as a magirtrate fpeak-

jng the fentiments of the people of his dillricfl:. It in-

veighed agaiart the Convention, as leaving the crimes

of the Fren(;h in Portugal unpuniflied ; and as giving no

indemnification for all the murders, robberies, and atroci-

•lies vvjiich had been committed by them. They had

plundered the churches and palaces, as well as the habi-

tations of private individuals. The Convention appeared

to him prejudicial to the intcrelts of the crown of

Portugal.

A letter from the fame Judge to Sir Hew Dalrymple,

dalcd only ten days after, exprelVed his fatisfadlion and

xniqualificd admiration of the Britilh, and made an in-

vocation to the genius of Pope and Milton.

Lcitcr5> from u Spani(h General to Sir Hew Dal-
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rymple, with their anfwcfs. The obje6t of this corre-

fpondence vvas a demand on the part of the Spanifh Ge-
neral, that as the Spamlh troops, which liad been difarmed

by the Frencii at Lifboo, could in no refpc<ii be confi-

dered as prifoners of war, their horfes, as well as their

arms, iiiould be reifored to thetn. The manner in

which this bufinefs vvas rinally arranged, was, that the

Britifli General ent'aged to obtain the reftitntion of the

horfes as far as \\as pofTible ; and for every thing that

"Was deficient, he engaged to give a compenfation in

money to the Government of Catalonia, where they

were going, to enable them to buy horfes.

A letter from Sir Arthur Wellefley to Lord Caftle-

reagh, dated on the day of Sir Arthur's arrival in London,

ftated, that Sir Arthur had fianed the ArmilUce at the

defireofhis fuperior officer, but that he did not con-

ceive hinifelf at all refponfible for the conditions of it ;

that there were many detailed points in which he dif-

fered from the Commander in Chief, but he agreed with

him in the propriety ot figning a Convention for the

evacuation of Pormgal, becaufe other wife the Britifli

army would be obliged to wait a long time for rein-

forcements and fupplies of artillery and other neceflaries

;

and alfo becaufe, by the cuftoms of war, the French
army, being then unbroken, had a fair claim to treat for

the evacuation of Portugal.

The following letter from Sir Hew Dalrymple to

Lord CalflereagI;, inclofing the Convention, was then

read :

" Head garters, ChUra, Sept. 3, 1808.
*' My Lord,

** T have the honour to inform your

Lordihip, that I landed in Paitugal, and took the com-
mand of the army on Monday the 22d of Auguft, the

npxt day after the battle of Vimiera, and where the

«nemy fuftained a fignal defeat ; where the valour

and difcipline of Britifh troops, and the talents of Britifh

officers, were eminently difplayed.

" A few hours after my arrival. General Kellermann
came in with a flag of truce from the French General
m Chief, in order to propofe an agreement for a reflation

pf hoftiliticf, for the purpoff of concluding a Conveii-
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tion for the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops;;

The inclcfcd contains the fcveral articles at firll agreed

upon, and figned by ^ir Arthur Wellcllcy and General

Kellermann ; but as tliis was done with a reference

to the Britifh Admiral, who, when the agreement was
communicated to him, objeded to the feventh article,

which had for its object the difpofal of the Rulfian fleet

in thcTagns, it was finally concluded, that Lieutenant-

Colonel Murray, Q^iarter-Mafler- General to the Bri-

tifh army, and General Kellermann, fhould proceed ta

the difcuffion of the remaining articles, and finally to

conclude a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal,

fubiedl to the ratification of the French General in

Chief, and the Britifh Commanders by fca and land.

" After confiderable difcuflion and repeated reference

<ome, which rendered it neceflary for me to avail myfelf

of the limited period latterly prefcribed for the fufpen-

fion of hoflilities, in order to move the army forwards,

and to place the feveral columns upon the routes by

which they were to advance, the Convention was figned,

and the ratification exchanged the 30th of lafi month.
" That no time might be loft in obtaining anchorage

for the tranfports and other (hipping, which had for

feme days been expofed to great peril on this dangerous

coaft, and to infure the communication between the

army and the vicluallcrs, which was cut off by the bad-

nefs of the weather and the furf upon the fhore, I fent

orilers to the Buffs and 42d regiments, which were
on board of tranfports with Sir Charles Cotton's fleet,

to land and take pofTeifion of the forts on the Tagus
"whenever the Admiral thought it proper to do fo. This
was accordingly carried into execution yeficrday morn-
ing, when the forts of Cafcaes, St. J alien's, and Bugio,

were evacuated by the French troopf, and taken polTef-

fion of by ours.

** As I landed in Portugal entirely unacquainted with

the aiSlual f^atc of the French army, and many circum-

ftances of a local and incidentiil nature, which doubtlefv

had great weight in deciding the queflion ; my own
opinion in favour of the expediency of expelling tlje

French army from Portugal, by means of the Conven-^

lion the late defeat had induced the French General in .

'Chief to fulicit, inflead of doing fo by a continuation of

5
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liortllities, ^vas principally founded on the great im-
portance of time, which the feafon of the year rendered

peculiarly valuable, and which the enemy could eafily

have confumed in the protrafled defence of the ftrong

places they occupied, had terms of Convention been re-

fufed tbem.
** When the fufpenfion of arms was agreed upon, the

army under the command of Sir John Moore had not

arrived, and doubts were even entertained whether fo

large a body of men could be landed on an open and a
dangerous beach ; and that being efFeded, whether the

fupply of fo large an army with provifions from the fhips

could be provided for, under all the difad vantages to

which the fhipping were expofed. During the negotia-

tion, the former difficulty was overcome by the aftivity,

zeal, and intelligence of Captain Malcolm, of the Do-
negal, and the officers and men under his orders ; but

the pofllbility of the latter feems to have been at an end,

nearly at the moment when it was no longer necelTary.

*' Captain Dalrymple, of the i8th Dragoons, my
Military Secretary, will have the honour of delivering

to your Lordfhip this difpatch. He is fully informed of
whatever has been done under my orders relative to the

fervice on which I have been employed, andean give any
explanation thereupon that may be required.

" I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) " Hew Dalrymple, Lieutenant-General.
«< The Right Hon. Lord Vifcount

CafUereagh, &c. See. &c."

Sir Hew Dalrymple then faid, that he never did

intend to ftate that the Armiilice was negotiated ale ge-

ther by Sir Arthur Wellefley, nor did he think the ex-

preflions in his letter conveyed any fuch meaning; all

he intended to fay was, that two hours after his arrival

at head-quarters, a French General arrived to folicit

and negotiate an armiftice ; that fuch armiftice was con-

fequently negotiated according to the terms in the dif-

patch, and that it was figned by Sir Arthur Wtlkfley#

He never meant to exprefs that it was negotiated foielj .

by Sir Arthur Wellefley.

Sir Arthur Wellesley declared, that in his letter

to Lord Caftlereagh, he had no idea of throwing the
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fiighteft refleflion on thecondiicl of Sir Hew Dalrymplc.

It appeared to him that there had been an ambiguity in

the phrafe ufed by Sir Hew, Avhich might make it fwp-

pofed that the treaty was negotiated as well as ligned by

jiini (Sir Arthnr Welleney). To defend himfelf from

the efFe£l of fuch ambiguity of expreflion, he thought

it neceflary to write that letter to Lord Caltlereagh, but

did not by any means intend to deny the (hare he had in

the negotiation.

The letters of appointment of Sir Hew Dalrymple,

Sir Harry Burrard, and Sir Arthur WcUefley, to their

refpe£live cotnmands, were then read.

The documentary evidence appearing now to be

clofed, the Court looked to Sir Arthur Welleiley for the

Narrative which he had promifed to lay before them; he

accordingly rofe and addrefled the Court from a written

paper nearly in the following words :

General Sir David Dundns,

A/y Lords and Genthmen,

Having received the direftions of the Judge Ad-
vocate General to attend you here this day, with as

much detailed information, in writing, as I may think

proper to offer, of my proceedings, from the time I

failed with the troops from Ireland, to the time I

gave up the command to Lieutenant General Sir Harry
Burrard, I have now ihe honour to fubmit to the Court
of Enquiry copies of my difpatches to the Secretary of

State, detailing my proceedings.

As thefc proceedings are fully detailed in the dif-

patches, which likewife contain an account of my
motives for my a£lions at the moment I carried them
into execution, I fhould be fatisfied if the Court were
to form an opinion upon a conlideration of their con-
tents ; but as the Court have exj^rfclTed a defire, at the

fame time, to have a narrative of my proceedings, I

have drawn one out principally from the difpatches.

I failed from Cork in the Donegal, on the 12th of

July; I went on boaid the Crocodile on the i3ih, and

failed to Corunna, where I arrived on the 20th of July.

I there found ih;it tlie French had, on the 14th, de-

feated tic army of Caltile and Ciallicia under Generals

Cucfta and Blake ; but having founded the Junta of
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Gallicia refpe6ling their wifli to have the affiilance of

the army under my command, in the exifting crifis of
their affairs, they declared explicitly that tliey did not

Want the afli fiance of troops, but eventually arms and
ammunition, and money immediately.

A fum of 200,000/. for their ufe had arrived on the

20th, and their requifition for arms and ammunition
was fent home immediately. The Junta of Gallicia,

at the lame time, expreflTed the greatelf anxiety that the

troops under my command Ihould he employed in driv-

ing the French out of Portugal, as they were pcrfuaded

that the Spaniards of the north and the fouth of the

peninfula would never have any decided fuccefs inde-

pendently of each other ; and could never make any
great fimultaneons effort to remove the French from
Spain, till they fhou!d be driven from Portug-^J, and
the Britilh troops in that kingdom Ihould conne6l the

operations of the northern and the fouthern Spanift]i

armies. The Junta of Gallicia at the iame time

flrongly recommended to me to land in the north of

Portugal, in order that I might bring forward, and avail

myfelf of, the Portuguefe troops which the Governjnent

of Oporto were colledling in the neigiiboumood of that

1 have to obferve to the Court, that they will not fee,

in my difpatches to the Secretary of Stare from Corunna,
the detail of the wiflies and fentirrients of the Jmta on
my pUn of operations, becanfe ihey did not come re-

gularly within the fcope of a military difpatch; but the

fubje<3; is mentioned in my difpatch to General Spencer

of the 26th of July.

I failed from Corunna on the 22d, and joined the

fleet off Cape Finiitcrre next day, and quitted it again

at night ; and v/ent to Oporto, in order to hold a con-

ference with the Bilhop and the General Officers in the

command of the Portuguefe troops. On my arrival at

Oporto on the 24th, 1 received a letter from the Admiral
Sir Charles Cotton, in which he recommended to me
to leave the troops either at Oporto, or at the mouth of

the Mcndego river, and to proceed to Lilbon in a fri-

gate, to communicate with him before 1 Ihould deter-

mine upon the plan of operations and the landing-

place,

G 2
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The refult of the conference which I had on the nigbf

of the 24th with the Bifliop and the General Officers of

the Portuguefe army, was an agreement, that about 5000
Portuguefe troops fhoukl be fent forward to co-operate

with me againft the enemy ; that the remainder of the

Portuguefe troops, amounting to about 1500, and a

Spanifh corps of about 1500 men, then on its march
from Gallicia, and another fmall Spanifh corps of about

300 men, and all the Portuguefe armed peafantry, fhould

remain in the neighbourhood of Oporto, and in the pro-

vince of Tralos Montes ; a part to be employed in the

blockade of Almeida, and a part in the defence of the

province of Tralos Montes, which province was fup-

pofcd to be threatened by an attack from the French

corps under Marfhal Beflieres, fince the defeat of the

Spanifh armies under Blake and Cuefta at Rio Seco, on
the 14th of July.

The Bifhop of Oporto likewife promifed to fupply

the army under my command with mules and other

means of carriage, and with flaughter cattle.

I failed from Oporto on the morning of the 25th, and

joined the fleet, and fettled with Captain Malcolm that

it ihould go to Mondego Bay ; and I left it again that

night, and went to the mouth of theTagus to confer with

the Admiral. I joined him on the evening of the 26th,

and I there received letters from General Spencer, at Port

St. Mary's, in vvhich he informed me, that he had landed

his corps in Andalufia, at the requeft of the Junta of Se-

ville, and he did not think it proper to embark it again

till he Ihould receive further orders from me ; and he ap-

peared to think that my prefence in Andalufia, and the

alTiilance of the troops under my command, were necef-

fary to enable General Caftanos to defeat General Du
Pont.

As I was of opinion that the moft eflential objef^, for

the Spaniards, as well as for us, was to drive the French
out of Portugal, and that neither his corps nor mine
were fufHciently ftrong when feparate to be of much fer-

vice any vvhere, and that when joined they might effect

the objc£t v\hich had been deemed of moft importance

in England and in Gallicia, I immediately difpatched or-

ders to General Spencer to embark his troops, tmlefs he
flijuld be adlually engaged in an operation which he
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could not relinquifh -without lofs to the Spaniards, and
to join me off the coaft of Portugal.

The refult of the information which I received from
General Spencer, of the (Irength of the French army in

Portugal, was, that they conhfted of more than 20,000
men The accounts of their numbers which I had re-

ceived from the Admiral, and had received from the Por-

tuguefe, did not make their force fo large ; but upon

the whole I was induced to believe that they had not lefs

than from i6to 18,000 men. Of this number they had

from 600 to 800 in the fort of Almeida, 600 or 800 in

Elvas, 800 in Peniche, 16 or 1800 in Setuval, and the

remainder were confidered about i/^,ooo men, difpofable

for the defence of Lifbon and the forts on the Tagus. The
whole of this difpofable force was at this time in the

neighbourhood of Lifbon, excepting about 240O men at

Alcoba^a, under General Thomiere.
I confidered, with the Admiral, the propriety of car-

rying into execution any of the propofed plans of at-

tack upon the Tagus, or upon the coafl: in the neigh-

bourhood of the Rock of Lifbon ; and it appeared to us

both, that all the attacks upon the river which, had been

propofed to Government, were impradlicable ; that the

attack upon Cafcaes Bay was likewife fo ; that a land-

ing in any of the fmall bays in the neighbourhood of the

Rock was a matter of confiderable difficulty at any time ;

and that there was a rifk, that if a part of the army, or

even the whole army, were landed, the flate of the furf

which prevails upon the whole coaft of Portugal, might
prevent the difembarkation of the rear in the one cafe,

and of the flores and provifions, which were necelTary,

in the other. At all events, the difembarkation would
be made in the neighbourhood of the whole difpofable

force of the French army, and the Biiiifh troops would
be expofed to their attack on their landing, probably in

a crippled, and certainly not in a very efficient ftate.

By making our difembarkation in one of the bays near

the Rock of Lifbon, it was certain that we fhould not

have the advantage which, at that time, we expeded to

derive from the co-operation of the Portuguefe troops.

It appeared to us that the fort of Peniche, v/hich was
garrifoned by the enemy, would prevent the difembarka-

tion under the fhelter of that peninfula ; and therefor?
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it appeared to the Admiral and to me, that it vrouW be

nioft advifable to difembark the troops in the Mondegd
river.

I quitted the Admiral off the Tagus on the 27th, and

joined the fleet of tranfports off the Mondego, on the

30th.

I there received information from Government, dated

the 15th July, that they intended to reinforce the army
under my command with 5000 men under the com-
mand of Brigadier General Acland, in the firft in-

ftance, and eventually, with the corps confifting of

10,000 men, which had been under the command of Sir

John Moore in Sweden; and that Sir Hew Dalrymple
was appointed to command the army. I was likewife

directed to carry into execution the inftruflions which

I had received, if 1 conceived that my force was fuffi-

ciently ftrong.

Befides thefe difpatches from Government, I received

information, on my arrival at the Mondego, of the defeat

of the French corps under Du Pont by the Spanifh Ge-
neral Caflanos on the 30th ]uly, and I was convinced

that General Spencer, if he did not embark imme-
diately upon receiving intelligence of that event, would

do fo as loon as he (liould receive my orders of the 26tli

July. I therefore confidered his arrival as certain ;

and I had reafon to expeiSl the arrival of General Ac-
land's corps every moment, as I had been informed that

it v.as to iail from Harwich and the Downs on the 19th

^""^y-
. . . ^

I alfo received accounts, at the fame time, that Ge-
neral Loifon had been detached from Lifbon acrofs the

Tagus into Alentejo on the 27th July, in order to fub-

due the infurreftion in that province, and open the com-
munication with Elvas. The infurgcnts had lately been

joined by about 1000 men from the Spanifli army of*

Eilremadura, and the infurre£lion had madeconfiderabic

progrefs, and was become formidable in Alentejo.

I therefore confidered that 1 might commence the dif-

embarkation of the troops, without rifle of their being

attacked by fuperior numbers, bctorc one or both the

relntoicements fhould arrive ; and I was induced to

difembark immediately, not only becaufe the troops

were likely to be better equipped, and more able to
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march in proportion as they fhould have been longer on
Ihore ; but becaufe I had reafon to believe that the

Portuguefe had been much dlfcouragcd by feeing the'

troops fo long in the ihips after th.e fleet had arrived in

Mondego Bay; and I was certain they would In fpe<3:

cur inclination, or our ability to contend with the

French, if they had not been difembarkcd as foon as

I returned from the Tagus ; I therefore determined to

difembark as foon as the weather, and the ftate of the

llirf, would permit us, and we commenced the difem-

barkation on the ift of Augulf.

The difficulties of landing, occafioned by the furf,

were fo great, that the whole of the corps were not dif-

embarkcd till the 5th, on which day General Spencer

arrived, and his corps on the 6th ; he had embarked at

Port St. Mary's on the 21ft Jnly, when he had heard

of the defeat of Du Pont by Caltanos, and had not re-

ceived the difpatches addrelfed to him by me on the 25th

July. General Spencer difembarked on the yth and

8th, on which night the whole army was in readinefs

"to march forward.

From the ift of Augtifl to that day, the time had

been ufefully fpent in procuring the means for mov'ing

with the army, the necelTary llores, provifions, and
baggage, and in arranging thbfe means in the mod ad-

vantageous manner to the difterent departments. The
cavalry and artillery received a large remount of horfes ;

means were procured for ir.oving, with the army, a fuf-

ficient fupply oi ammunition and military Itores, and a

reafonable fupply of hofpital ftores. i)ut 1 determined

to march towards Lifbon by that road which pallts

nearefl: to the fea-coaft, in order that I might communi-
cate with Captain Bligh of the Alfred, who attended the

movements of the army with a fleet of vi<^uallers and

ftore-fhips. The communication with this fleet, how-
ever, it was obvious would be very precarious, as weil

on account of the ftate ot the furf on the coafl:, 'in the

different points of rendezvous which had been fettled,

as becaufe it might happen that it would be more advan-

tageous to the army to take another lineot march pafling

further inlund.

I therefore made arrangements for carrying nith t!'e

;?rmy fuch a fupply of the articles of firli necellity, as

5
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Ihould render it independent of the fleet, till it fliould

reach the Tagus, if circumftances fhould prevent the

communication with the fleet, or fliould render it ad-

vantageous to relinquilh it.

In the fame period of time I alfo armed the Portu-

guefe troops, and afcertained, as far as lay in my power,
the degree of their difcipline and efficiency, and recom-

mended and fuperlntended their organization. I offered

fuch a fum of money, as the funds of the army could

afford, to defray any expence which it might be deemed
iieceflary to incur in their equipment for the field, which
was declined by the Portuguefe General Officers, and I

met thofe gentlemen at Montemore Valho on the 7th,

and arranged with them the plan of our operations and

march, which was delayed for the main body of the

army till the loth, at their defire, for the convenience of

the Portuguefe troops.

On the Hth, 1 wrote a letter to Sir Harry Burrard,

which I left with Captain Malcolm of the Donegal, to

be delivered to him upon his arrival at the Mondego,
detailing all the circumffances of our fituation, and re-

commending for his confideration a plan of operations

for the corps imder the command of Sir John Moore.
The Court will find the copy of this letter enclofed in

my difpatch to Lord Cafflereagh of the 8th of Auguft.

The advanced guard marched on the gth, fupported

hy the brigades under General Hill and General Fergu-

fon, as I had heard that General La Borde had colledled

his own corps, and General Thomicre's, conditing of

from 5 to 6000 men, in the neighbourhood of Leyria,

which place he threatened, as it contained a magazine

formed for the ufe of the Portuguefe army. On the

lOt+i the main body followed, and the advanced guard

arrived at Leyria on the 10th, and the main body on th«

iith.

I received a letter from Mr. Stuart and Colonel

Doyle, at Corunna, on the loth, detailing the ineffi-

cient flate of the Gailician army under General Blake,

that that General had fcparatcd his trc^ops, which con-

fided of infantry, from the cavalry under General

Cueffa, and that neither were in a condition to adloflFen-

fi\ely againrt Beilieres, or even to follow that General,

if he Ihould march into Portugal, or to attack him if h«
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fhould make any confiderablc detachment to that quarter.

At the fame time I received intelligence of the retreat

of Jofeph Bonaparte from Madrid on the 29th July;
and I concluded that Beffieres, inflead of moving out,

or detaching towards Portugal, would cover the retreat

of Jofeph Bonaparte towards the French frontier. Whe-
ther he did fo or not, it was obvious to me that I fhould

have time for my operations againft Junot, before Bef-

fieres could arrive in Portugal to interrupt them ; and
it was probable that General Acland's corps or Sir

John Moore's would arrive and land in Portugal before

Beflieres could come from the north of Spain.

Adverting therefore to the advanced ftate of the feafon,

the neceffity of communicating with the fea-coaft, and
the certainty that that communication wovild be nearly

impradlicable after the month of Auguft, and to the ftill

difperfed rtate of the French forces in Portugal, I con-
fidered it to be important to endeavour to perform thofe

operations to which the army was equal, and for which
it was fully equipped, without lofs of time.

I communicated, however, the intelligence I had re-

ceived from Mr. Stuart, and my opinion upon it, to Sir

Harry Burrard, in a letter which I addreRed to him on
the loth of Augnft ; a copy of which, and of a private

letter to Sir Harry Burrard, the Court will find in

my difpatch to the Secretary of State of the i8th of Au-
guft.

The Portuguefe army, confining of about 6000 men,
including 500 cavalry, arrived at Leyria on the 12th,

where the whole force was then alfembled.

The French (jencral Loifon, who I have informed
the Court, had been detached acrofs the Tagus into

Alentejo on the 26th or 27th of July, with between 5
and 6000 men, had withdrawn the greateft part of the

garrifon of St. Ubes, confiding of 1600 men, by which
hehad been joined, and he had immediaiely inarched

towards Evora, where he defeated and difperfed a Spa-
nifh detachment, confifting of 1000 men, and the

force of the infurredion of Alentejo, colle(5led in that

town ; he then marched to Elvas, revi^lualled that

place, fuppreffed the infurreilion, and re-ertabliflied the

French authority in Alentejo, and made arrangements

H
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for the purchafe and coUeflion of the grain of that

province.

He crofleci the Tagus again at Abrantes, and march-

ing down that river, he arrived at Thomar, about 16

miles to the S. E. from Leyria, on the evening of

the I ith, on which day the Briti(k army arrived at

Leyria.

The corps under La Borde was, at the fame time, at

Alcoba9a, about 16 miles from Leyria to the S. W. :

and the objed of the French officers had evidently been

to join at Leyria before the Britiih troops could arrive

there.

This town is on the high road from Lifbon to the

north of Portugal, to the eaftward of which, and nearly

parallel to the road, there is a chain of high mountains

which runs from Leyria nearly to the Tagus ; over

which chain there is no good pafTagc for carriages. In

confequence of the early arrival, therefore, of the Britifh

troops at Leyria, General Loifon was obliged to return

to the fouthward before he could efFedl: his jundliorv

with General La Borde, who was thus expofed to be

attacked when alone ; and was attacked on the 17th of

Augufl. The Court will find in my difpatch to the Se-

cretary of State of the i6th of Auguft, from Caldas, an

outline of the operations of Loifon's corps, of which

what I have here ftated is a more detailed account.

All the arrangements for the march having been made

and communicated to the Portuguefe officers, the army

matched on the 13th, in two columns, toCalveria, and

on the 14th, in two columns, to Alcoba^a, from whence

General La Borde had retreated in the courfe of the pre-

ceding night. The Portuguefe troops had not marched

from Leyria, as had been arranged, and as I had ex-

peded, under the pretence that they had no provifions ;

and 1 received, on the 13th, in the evening, a letter

from Colonel Trant, who was employed by me to com-
municate with the Portuguefe General, in which he in-

formed me of the General's intention to halt at Leyria,

unlcfs I (hould confent to fupply the Portuguefe troops

with provifions from the Brltidi commilTariat, on the

march to Lifbon, He alfo explained a plan of opera-

tions which General Freire propofed to carry into exe-

cution, by which be would have been left without any
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communication with the Britifli army, expofcd to be

attacked by the French army if they ihoiild choofe to

abandon the defence of Lifbon and the Tagus, and pro-

ceed to the northward and eaftward ; or even if they

fhould be compelled to retire after an atSlion with the

Britifli troops.

In my reply to this communication, I pointed out

the impofllbility of my complying witli the demand

for proviftons, and the danger which would refult from

the adoption of the plan of operations propofed for the

Portuguefe corps.

I urged the Portuguefe General in the moft earneft

terms to co-operate with me in the deliverance of his

country from the French, if he had any regard to his

own honour, to the honour of his country, or of his

Prince; and I pointed out to him the refources of which

he could avail himfelf to feed the army. I then pro-

pofed to him, that if he fliould not march with his

whole corps, he fliould fend to join me looo regular

infantry, all his light troops and his cavalry, which

troops I engaged to feed, as the utmoft I could under-

take to perform in that way.

Thefe troops, in number lOOo regular infantry, 400
light troops, and 250 cavalry, joined me at Alcoba^a

en the evening of the 14th with Colonel Trant, and

remained with me during the remainder of the opera-

tions.

The main body of the Portuguefe corps, inftead of

carrying into execution the plan of operations which I

had originally propofed, or that which General Freire

had fubftituted, adopted the meafure of fafety which I

had recommended in the event of his determination not

to join me, and remained at Leyria, and afterwards at

Caldas and Obidos, till the 22d of Auguft^.

On the arrival of the army at Alcoba^a, I immedi-
ately opened a communication with Captain Bligh of

the Alfred, who had been for two days waiting with the

fleet of victuallers and ftore-fliips off Nazareth, and a
fupply of bread and oats was immediately landed ; and
I appointed Peniche, which place I intended to recon-

noitre, as our next point of communication.
The army marched on the 15th in two columns to

Caldas, where it halted the i6th, to allow the Com-
H 2
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milTariat to come up and receive tbe fupplies which
had been landed at Nazareth. On the 15th, in the

evening, there was a fkirmilh betvk'een the troops of the

advanced guard of La Borde's corps and our riflemen,

in which the latter fuliaincd fome lofs. Init we kept

poirefTion oi the poft at Obidos, which commands the

valley of Caldas.

The details of this affair are publilhed in the Gazette, .

as are thnfe of theadion of the 17th.

Throughout that day we had leafon to believe that

General Lnifon, who had moved from Rio Major on

the evening of tlie i&th, would be found on La Borde's

right, and" the difijolition for the attack was made ac-

cordingly. During the adion a French officer, who
was dying of his wounds, informed me, that they had

exptded Loilon to join them that day at one o'clock

by their right, wliich was the reafon for which ihcy

flood our atcack, that their numbers were 6000, and

that their lofs had been fevere. Intelligence to the

fame purport was received from other prifoners ; and as

a fmall patrole of French infantry appeared at no great

diftance from the left of our pofition on the 17th at du{k,

^nd I heard that Loifon's corps was at that moment
arriving at Bombarral, uhich was about five miles trom

the field of battle, I conclude that the juiuSlion had

been intended, and was prevented only by our early

attack.

At all event?, great caution v/as neccfTary in all the

niovements of that day ; and indeed the nature of the

ground over which the trt^ops wpre obliged to move,

Tendered a very rapidvattack impoilible.

The two French corps joined on that night, and re-

tired beyond Torres Vedras, which was ten miles frotn

the field of battle, towards Cabe^a de Montachique,

IVIy intention was to march to Torres Vedras on the

morning of the 18th, and the troops were under arms,

and the orders for the march had been iflu^d, when I

received, from General Anltruther, an account of his ar-

rival on the coaif, and of his jun£lion with Captain

Bligh. My original intention had been to employ the

corps under General Acland and General Anftruther,

In the fiege of PcDiche, if I fhoull find it ncceflary

to undertake it j or if I {hould not, to fend them down
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the coaft to effeft a landing in fome of the bays in the

neighbourhood of the Rock of Lifbon, in the rear of

the enemy, while I fliould prefs upon their front. But
the difappointment which 1 experienced in the hoped-for

co-operation of the Portuguefe troops, which were
with me in the adion of the 17th, and above all the

determined and gallant refinance of the enemy in that

action, induced me to be of opinion, that I ought to

land General Anftnuher's brigade, and General Ac-
land's when it Ihould arrive, and to join thofe troops to

the army.

I therefore marched on the i8th to Lourinha, from
whence I communicated again with General Anftru-
ther, and on the 19th to Vimiera ; which appeared,

on the whole, to be the pofition beft calculated to fecure

thejun£lion of General Anftruther, at the fame time
that it was a march in advance on our route. On ac-

count of the calms, the fleet, which was anchored ofF

the Berlings, could not (land in till late on the 19th ;

and General Anftruther did not land till that evening,

and he formed a jim6tion with two brigades, detached
from our left, on the morning of the 20th, and took
his pofition in the advanced guard.

Between the i8ih and 20th, the French corps had
aflembled at and about Torres Vedras ; the troops lad
arrived under General Junot, forming the advanced
guard, in a ftrong pofition in front of the town ; and
the divifions of La Borde and Loifon, the main body,
in another flrong pofition behind it.

Their cavalry was very adive throughout the days of
the 19th and 20th; they covered the whole country;
patrolled frequently up to our pofition ; and on the 20th,
one patrole was puihed into the rear of our right, as

tar as the landing-place at Marceira.

Under thefe circumftances we could gain no detailed

information of the enemy's pofition, excepting that it

was very ftrong, and occupied by their whole force.

My intention was to march on the morning of the
21ft, and orders were ilTued accordingly : I fhould have
pulhed the advanced guard as far as the heights of
Mafra, and fhould have halted the main body about four
or five miles from that place. By this movement, the
enemy's pofition at Torres Vedras would have been
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turned, and I Ihould have brought the army into a

country of which I had an excellent map, and topo-

graphical accounts, which had been drawn up for the

ufe of the late Sir Charles Stuart ; and the battle,

which it was evident would be fought in a few days,

would have had for its field a country of which we had

a knowledge, not very difl:ant frotri Lifbon, into which

town, if we had been fuccefsful, we might have entered

with the retreating enemy.

I was informed in the middle of the day of the aoth,

that General Acland's brigade was in the offing, and

I marie arrangements for their difembarkation as foon

as they fhould arrive ; and in the evening of this day

Sir Harry Biirrard arrived in Marceira roads in the

Brazen ; he immediately affumed the command of the

army.
The Court will obferve that the laft of my difpatches

to the Secretary of State is dated on the i8th ; and the

account of my proceedings on the 19th and aoth, the

two laft days of my command, is made from memory,
aflTifted by reference to private letters writtten at the

time; and if the Court fljould wifh it, it can be fub-

ilantiatcd by evidence.

The Court adjourned till

Monday, November '1\

,

Sir Hew Dalrymfle explained that the London
Gazette was taken from an incorrect copy, which the

Judge Advocate obferved he had found to be the cafe :

tliat certain parts of his Narrative referred to fome of

his difpatclies to Lord Caftlereagh, which could not, as

he had expedted, come before the Court. He alfo pro-

duced fome other returns of liores, and a letter to the

Huffian Admiral, with the anfwer.

In confcquence of an intimation from the Judge
Advocate, General F'ergufon, Colonel Torrens, Majors
Campbell and 1 ucker, and Captain Malcolm ot the

Donegal, who were afterwards to be called upon, with-

drew.

Sir Arthur Wbllesley, in regard to his Narra

Uve, obferved, that Ihould it in any way differ from
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his difpatches, he was ready to give his own evidence,

or produce wimefles.

The Judge Advocate read feveral ftatemcnts from,

Sir Arthur Wellefley, which are already detailed in his

Narrative.

Sir Arthur. Wellesley examined hy the Earl of
MoiRA.

Did you communicate with any perfons at St. Andero,

or at any part of Bifcay, as to what advantage might

be derived to the common caufe by your landing in

Spain ?—When at Corunna I received a letter from
Sir Thomas Dyer, who rather urged me to difembark

at 6t. Andero, that we might attack the French corps

then in polVeflion of that city. I communicated otv

this fubje6l, amongfl others, with thejuntaof Gallicia,

who I conceived were interefted in the pofition of the

French corps at St. Andero, and was by them informed,

that meafures had been adopted, which they thought

likely to be efFedual to drive the French from St. An-
dero ; and thefe meafnres afterwards proved fuccefsful.

I had no communication whatever with any conlfituted

authority of Bifcay, which province was not, as I un-
derllood, at that time in infurredlion againft the

French.

Had you any communication with the Spanifh Ge-
nerals, or any fnggeftions from the Juntas, refpedling

the occupation of the pall'es of the Pyrenees with a
view to prevent reinforcemenis being received by the

enemy r— I had no communication on that fabje£l.

Did you thinkthe force under your command, on the

lOth of Auguft, when you wrote to Sir Harry Burrard

to proceed and cut off the retreat of the enemy, ftifH-

cient to drive the F rench armies out of Portugal ?—

I

did confider the force under my command fufficient to

expel the French oiit of Lifbon and the forts of the

T;igus.

What alteration took place afterwards, to make yoo,

change your opinion on the arrival of Sir John Moore?
—None whatever, as to the llrength of the army, and'

of its being able to accomplifh that objt(rt. The
country could afford no providon, except fielh beef and
wine ; and believes, from the time the troops landtd, un-
til the 20th of September, when he left the army, they



64 ENQUIRY INTO THE

only received bifcuits from the fhips, as dated in his

Narrative, except a fmall quantity of bread and flour,

left by the French, while he commanded the army ;

this bread fupplied the Portiiguefe troops, 1650 in num-
ber, who were with him ; afterwards the officers of

the army received fome baked bread from the Commif-
fary ; but is of opinion, upon the whole, that no ex-

ertion could have dravf n from Portugal a fupply of bread

fufficient for the troops. This has been explained by

his letter, and the explanations of that letter, in regard

to the arrangements and diftribution of fupplies, as well

as the colleflion. Wine was procured at almoft every

place, in fufficient quantity for one or two days' con-

fumpiion ; but Sir Arthur Wellefley had feen in villages,

where the army had halted for more than one or two days,

the wine exhaufted in more than one inftance. Believed,

latterly, the Commiffary was not always able to fupply"

the troops with wine. As long as he commanded the

army there was no want. Of beef there could be no
a6lual want, for the carts of the coimtry were drawn
by bullocks, and the draught cattle might have been

killed for food for the troops ; but withotit that re-

fource, it was very foon found that the fupply of cattle

for flaughter was not fufficient for a large army in Por-

tugal ; and, in point of ia61:, before he quitted the

army, a very large proportion of the troops, nearly half,

was fed upon fait provifions, and, he believed, the

whole, fmce. The cattle with which the army was
fed, while under his command, were fupplied under the

contrad of Mr. Archer and Mr. WaHh, and they all

came from the north of Portugal, excepting about

twenty, received at Calvas. Does not recollc6l that

the part of the doimtry which was the immediate feat

of operations, ever fupplied any. Did underfland that

the Junta of Andalufia was not defirous of the co-opera-

tion ot the Britifli army with their own troops, under

the command of General Blake; but they were not

averfe to their landing in the country, as they confented

to his landing at Vigo, if he found it convenient, it

being the only port, except the Tapis, that could afford

protcdlion to our tranfports, on the weft coaft of the

Peninfula. Alfo underftood that the Junta of Seville

had no great defire that General Spencer's corps fhouM
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co-operate with General Caftanos', although they were

defirous they fhould land at Port St. Mary's, and

eventually cover the retreat of Caftanos, in cafe he

fhould be defeated by Du Pont. This opinion was
formed from communications which he (Sir A.) had with

the Junta of Andalufia, as far as refpe(Sls them, and in

thefe communications they exprelfed the moft anxious

defire that we Ihould carry on our operations in Portu-

gal, and drive the French out ; and that afterwards the

Britilh army fliould be a point of connexion between

the north and fouth armies of Spain. Did not receive

any encouragement from the other Juntas in Spain.

Confidered the driving the French out of Portugal the

greateft objed of the Spanifh nation. There was no

doubt whatever, if the apprehenfion of the employment

of the difpofable force of Great Britain in Portugal,

had been removed from the mind of the French General

in Portugal, but he might have moved a large propor-

tion of his army into Spain,

Captain Maj-COLM, of the Royal Nnvy^ examined.

Was employed in afliftinfr Sir Arthur Wellefley in

landing his force on the coaft of Portugal the whole of

the time. There was always a great difficulty in landing

on the coart in thefe months, owing to a fwell, which

caufes a confiderable furf upon the beach. At Mondego
there is a river, at the mouth of which is a bar that

caufes confiderable furf. During the time he was at it,

there were only four or five days that common boats

could pafs without danger \ but at Mondego they got a

fupply of large boats and fchooners, particularly adapted

to that coafl, which very much facilitattd the landing of

the troops. There was no other place where boats of

the country could be procured, except at Marcc'ra. Never
was there, but underftood they might be procured : be-

lieves alfo boats might be procured at Penic he, and that

the landing was pretty good : had fcen boats there in the

poflTeflion of the enemy. They experienced great diffi-

culties and dangers during the time they were employed

at Mondego ; many of the boats were fwamped ; the

boats at Mondego could not have been brought to the

fouth, fo as to be of ufe. They could not land upon ao
open beach : the anchorage is bad, and tranfports would

I
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lie expofed to wefterly winds; the prevalent winds are

northern ; but at the end of Auguft they are frequently

fouth-\ve(l, as we experienced.

In afifwer to a que(tion by Sir Arthur Welleflcy—Does
recolledl, that one night, on the 30th of Anguft, wind
fouth welT, he \'seighed anclior, and made fignals to the

convoy, which confided of about 240 tranfports. About
one half ofihcm only fuccecded in getting under way, the

others were obliged to remain at anchor. The next day

the wind (liitied, and they returned to Marceira. Found
that fixty of the tranfports had loft their anchors. Had
ro doubt, if the frt(h breeze had increafed to a common
gale, many of them would have been loft;. They were

reduced to their laft anchor; the anchorage was had, and

the bottom rough. The tranfports belonging to Sir John
Moore's troops were very badly found, and not calcu-

lated to beat-off a lee fiiore ; they were common colliers.

Believes that, under the Berlings, a few (hips might be

anchored, but it is not good anchorage ; they would be

fheltered from the fouth- weit winds. Veffels, not draw-

ing more than eleven feet, can lie in Mondego Bay.

The boats in landing at Marceira were conftantly filled

with water from the furf ; fuppofes about twenty were

entirely loft, and fix or feven men drowned. The day

before he left Marceira, the 3Gth of Augufl, could only

find thirty or forty boats fit for fervice, although the

carpenters had been conftantly employed in repairing

them.

Sir Arthur Wellesley then obferved, tliat he

had other queftions to put to Captain Malcolm, but

they would come better in the fubfequent proceedings of

the Court.

Sir Hew Dalrymple then rofe, and read a narra-

tive, commencing from tlie 3d of Auguft, the time he

received the official letter of Lord Caftlereagh, at

Gibraltar, appointing him Commander in Chief of the

army. The vcfTel that brought out his ofHcial appoint-

ment, as Commander in Chief, alfo brought difpatches

to Lord Collingwood, dircdfing him to order a fuitable

velft 1 to be at his command. Lord Collingwood fixed on

the Photbe fr'gate, on board whicli he embarked. His

inftrudiions were to take the command of that part ot

the army he thought wwuld be moft advantageous, and at
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all events to expel the French out of Spain. He begged

leave lo remark here, that the word expel authorized

him to do it by any means ; it even warranted the Con-
vemion.—Lord Collingwood informed him of the defeat

of General Du Pont, and that all apprehenfion of Junot

moving towards Seville was done away. He alfo heard

of the evacuation of Madrid, by Jofeph Bonaparte, with-

out any force on the part of the Spaniards, which made
him believe that the whole Britifh army could aft mod
beneficially in Portugal.—Lord Collingwood had alfo

informed him, that Sir Arthur Wellefley had difem-

barked his trotjps at Mondego Bay ; he felt that Sir Ar-

thur Wellefley would have to contend with the whole of

the French force ; he went to the Tagus, and faw - Si'r

Charles Cotton, who had a very imperfeft account of

the number and fituation of the enemy, behaving ftated

them only at 9000, and thofe fcattered. Sir Arthur

Wellefley feemed to be engaged in an enterprife planned

by himfelf. He did not think it would be right for hinfi

to take the refponfibility of it, or that he Ihould fnatch

the laurels likely to be gained by Sir Arthur
;

partrcu'-

]arly as he had received a private letter from Lord Caftle-

reagh, who had kindly allowed him to make it public,

expreflive of the confidence of Minifters in Sir Arthur's

bravery and talents as commander, and recommending to

Sir Hew, on all occafions, to confult him, as he having
been on the fpot in England, was in full polfeffion of the

fentiments of Minifters refpedling PortJugal. From
thefe circumftances he faw the propriety and expediency

of not interfering with Sir Arthur Wellelley. He heard

a report from fome fifliing-boats, of an a£lion having

taken place on the lyth, which was much exaggerated in

favour of the Britifh troops. On the 21ft, he fent his

Aid-de-camp on (liore to learn the particulars, with

orders, if he faw Sir Arthur Wellefley, to inform him of

his determination not to interfere with his command.
His Aid-de-camp returned in the evening with an ac-

count of Sir Arthur Wellefley's viftory, on that day, ovet

the French, and of General Sir Harry Burrard having

arrived and taken command of the army. This put. all

delicacy afide, and he landed on the morning of the 22d,
without any information relative to the condition of the

Britifli army, the fituation of the French, or the incli-

I 2
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nations of the Portuguefe towards our army. The army
was encamped on the ground which it maintained the

Hay before ^ the tlain were lying on the field unburied ;

'

the wounded had not been embarked. His firft order

was for the army to hold itfelf in readinefs to march ;

he conferred with Sir Harry Eurrard and Sir Arthur
Welietley. He begged iiere to remark, that, with re*-

fpe^t ti> what many officers had been led to think, he

ineant that the following up the enemy, on the 2 1 ft,

would be attended with advantage; he had nothing to do
with it ; but from the great advantage the enemy pof-

iefled in their cavalry, compared to ours, confiding of a

jTmall number, badly mounted and equipped, it feemed to

^m that no great advantage could have been derived,

and that the contrary might have been the refult. At
•half pad one o'clock there was an alarm in the camp,
that the enemy was advancing. He, Sir Hew, with the

advice of the General Officers, made every difpofition to

meet them. It turned out to be General Kcllermann,
with a flag of truce, efcoited by a party of cavalry. On
General Keltermann's arrival, lie called Sir Harry Bur-
rard and Sir x'\rthur Wellefley, knowing nothing at the

time of the local fituation of the armies, and being

obliged to form his opinion from the part they took in

<the difcullion. He confefl'ed that he agreed the armirtice

fhould be longer than Sir Arthur Wellefley wifhed, and

he did it apparently at the fuggeftion of General Keller-

;inann ; but it was becaufe he wanted an opportunity

for Sir John Moore to land his troops. He formed his

opinion trom the knowledge and opinions of Sir Harry

Burrard and Sir Arthur Wellefiey, yet he did not with

to attach any refponfibility to them : for the entire re-

fponfibiliiy, from the moment he affumed the command,
he took on himfelf. I'he argument or threat ufed by

Kellermann, although it had no influence upon his mind,
might have been carried into execution. It was, that

the Rudians fliould land from their Ihrps, and make
-common caufc with the French, which would add 5000
men, an amount fince proved far greater than their real

number. Alihough the Convention had raifed fuch a

cry ot calumny againlt it amongft the people of England
and of Portugal, there was not an article in it that dif-

fered from the Conventions of Malta and Alexandria,
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which were received with fliouts of applaufe in this

country; he thotight then, and was now convinced, that

the removal of the French by treaty was the bell pollible

mode, as their cavalry was fo far fuperior to ours ; the

want of artillery, befides, would have prevented the

Britifti army from doing any thing efFedual. The chief

part of the cavalry horfes were blind, old, and lame ;

fomc of them adually died of old age. General

Junot, after the adtion of the 21 fi, retreated towards

Lifbon, and fent before him, exprefs, a party, who
iflTued a fallacious proclamation, at Lifbon, fctting forth

that he had defeated our troops, and was returning

triumphant. This had the deiired eifedl ; it quieted

the inhabitants of Lifbon.

On the 23d he fent Lieutenant-Colonel Murray with a
copy of the armiftice to Sir Charles Cotton; General

Freire had made known to him his difapprobation of

the armiftice, but it arofe from the Junta not being

confulted. He explained to him, and gave him his

opinion, that they were not the legitimate government,

as they were not the fame appointed by the Prince Re-
gent. He afterwards fent General Freire a copy of the

armiftice, to be forwarded to the Junta, which he did

not think proper to do, but ilTued a proclamation in the

name of the Prince Regent, protefting againft it. On
the 27th, Lieutenant-Colonel Murray returned from
Sir Charles Cotton, with his dilfent from the article

concerning the Ruffian fleet. He then perceived an
appearance of guile on the part of General Kellermann ;

fent for Sir Harry Burrard and Sir Arthur Welleflcy,

and confulted with them. Sir Arthur Wellcfley drew up a

letter, which he fent by his own Aid-de-camp, to

Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, as his inftrudlioBs to ne-

gotiate. On the 28th he returned, when he, Sir Hew,
convened all the Lieutenant-Generals, except Lord
Paget, whofe affiftance he was deprived of, and which
he fhould always regret. Sir Arthur Wellelley took

down the objedions, which were fent to Lieutenant-

Colonel Murray. On the 30th, he returned with the

Definitive Treaty, fome parts of which he could not

fay had his entire approbation, but they were of minor
importance. On Wedncfday, the 24th of Auguft, he

received an accpunt of the arrival of Sir John Moore
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and General Hope at Mondego Bay on the Monday
preceding, and that they were not able to debark. He
fent, for anfwer, they Were to land as foon as poflible.

On the 25th, Captain Malcolm arrived with word,

that they could not debark on account of the furf.

—

Next day Sir John Moore and General Hope arrived,

when it was fettled that the troops fhould land, when-
ever they could do fo with fafety. He then convened

the Lieutenant-Generals, and declared that Sir Arthur

Wellefley fliould not be put in a fubordinate fituaiion,

for that his valour, and the victory which he had gained,

entitled hiin to a fuperior command, and propofed that

he fliould command the left wing of the army. He
would do the Generals juflice in faying, that they aU

cheerfully acquiefced, although fome of them were
of higher Handing in the army. He wifhed to obferve,

that although he had employed Lieutenant-Colonel

Murray to write a letter to Junot, and alfo Sir Arthur

Wellefley, from their having a more perfedl local know-
ledge of the fituations of the armies, that he meant not

to make them refponfible. It never was his wilTi to

charge his own a£ls upon any other perfon. When the

Convention was brought to be ratified, although he

acted with the moft decided approbation of all the

General Officers, yet he conceived himfe'f only per-

•fonally anfwerable for its confequences.—Sir Arthur

Wellefley's letter to Lord Caftlereagh ftates his reafon

for acquiefcing to the Convention: '* The want of

battering artillery and cavalry, and the uncertainty of

provifion." Here he begged leave to obferve, that

while our army had to contend with the elements for

provifion, we ought not to think a Convention that

gained every thing ihould be calumniated. The ex-

pulfion of Jimot was only a fecondary confideration.

The grand cbje£l was the facilities it gave us of aiftfting

ithe Spaniards ; which would inake them have a confi-

dence in us, and think that we were warm in their

-caule—effects which the confequences of a long fiege

would have prevented. The claufe refpedting property,

in the Convention, was the fame nfed in all treaties.

He admitted, there were fome trifling things in the

Convention, which he did not defend. He had received

a letter from Lord William Beniinck, who, from his
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situation in Spain, must know the opinion of the

Spaniards on the mensurcj declaring that it met witli

their highest approbation. As to the hoisting of the

English colours, instead of the Portuguese, on the en-

trance of the British into Lisbon, he declared it was
entirely without his knowledge; and when he heard of
it, he ordered the Portuguese colours to be hoisted. He
received a letter from His Majesty's Ministers, aiter the

Convention, desiring him to act as he thought most pro-

per and advantageous to the Portuguese ; and in cases

where they could not be consulted, for hun to take the

responsibility on himself, and they would bear him out
in it. He begged leave to enquire, if he had not, under
these circumstances, a right to suppose that His Majesty's

Ministers approved of the Convention ? He sent Lord
Proby and General Beresford to Lisbon to prevent the

plunder of the French being embarked. Was it ever

supposed by the Convention, that the French were to

be allowed to carry away what did not lielong to them ?

—Without laying any stress upon General Kellermann's
threat, that Lisbon should be destroyed, the French
certainly might have plundered it, and left part of their

force to defend it, while the remainder made good tlieir

retreat with the plunder. However dissatisfied the Por-
tuguese might have been at first with the Convention,

when they saw ^\hat a great number of French were
embarked, and ot what a quantity of plunder th( y had
been stripped, they were grateful, and rejoiced that it

had taken place. He told General Kellermann, in

English (first asking him whether he understood it ?

which he acknowledged), that if any person belonging
to the French army, from the Commandei* in Chief
downw ard, dared to take away any plunder, he or they
should be considered prisoners of war. He had received

letters from General Castanos, expressing his happiness
at the expulsion of the French from Portugal, and con-
gratulating him that there was nothing to prevent the

British army from marching into Spain, and going hand
in hand with the Spaniards. In less thnn one month
after the Convention, 24,000 Frenchmen had em>*

barked tirom Portugal, and 10,000 English were march-
ing into Spain, and this could not have been done by
four months siege. He was bold to say, that every
considerate person, the more he investigated the convea-
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fion, the more he would be pleased with it ; and he felt

he ii'^id done his duty to his country in makhijir it.

Sir Arthur Wellesley obst^rved, that on some fu-s-

turfc day, he should beg leave to deliver into Court, some
remarks, in writing, on that part of Sir Mew J);drymple's

nnrrative alluding to Sir Harry Burrard and himself.

Lord William Bentinck's letter to Sir flew Dalrymple,

approving of the convention, and some less important

papers, were then read, alter which the Court adjourned

till ten o'clock on

Tuesdni/^ Ncycemher 22.

The Court assembled a quarter before eleven o'clock

tliis day.

The Judge Advocate General read the narrative

of Sir Hew Dalrymple, which occupied the Court until

half past twelve.

Sir Hew Daeuymple then delivered to the Board re-

turns made to hhn by the superior officer of the Commis-
sariat, in the British army in Portugal, on the 2Lst ofAu-
gust, in couscqueuc:; of certain interrogatories pu; to that

ptlicer, as to the qu^iitily of provisions, forage, and means
of Carrying them with the army. The returns stated tliat

there were, on the evening of the 21st, with the Commis-
sariat, 64.000 pounds of salt provisions, 35 puncheons of

rum, 863 loads of hay, together with three days' division

of bread, amounting to nearly 31,700 pounds of bread.

On the evening of the 2Jst, there were with the Commis-
sariat 3G0 carts full, and 40 empty. There was also a

l-eturn of (be number of the French army embarked, ia

consequence of the convention. It amounted to ^0,135

men, 213 women, 116 children, and 759 horses, with the

exccptiou of the fortresses of Elvas and Almeida.

Sir Arthur Wellesley then icad the following;

remarks

:

General Sir Dcrcid Du>?das,

Ah/ Lords ojid Cfcutlemen^

Tlie Court will pennit me, I hope, to begin tlie address

with which I havi' to trouble them with some lew obser-

vations upon that part of Lieutenant-General Sir Hew
Dalrymple's niirrative which reiers to the operations of

the army, while under my connnand in Porlu^fal, ia

which, ot course, I Icel muck iiilei'«>lod.
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it appears tliat the General liad, at a very early period,

coiiceivi'd an o^iiiiiou, liia; 1 ho.'i aiKi<ri9ke i an operation

of extreme dilhculty and hazard ; Dud y^jth'^ cniertaiiicd

the intention otlerfvin^ me to concind''ii as I could, and

?

if joining, at the Mondego, ilic roinlb, ccrrionts, expected,

rom Eiigland. ladeed, he ytates, tliat he actcxi npon
this intention, and that he commuuic.it< cl it to me by Uis

Aid-de-Cc'isip ; but I can assure the Courl, that-, yesterday

•vvns the lirst time, I heard ofit.

1 do not mean now to cxtenurite the dijfficulty jmd the

liazard of tJic enterprize \vhici| I undertook when i com-
menced my mrirch from the Ivaondi go ; I am addressing

myself to persons too well acquainted wiih ih) operations

of war not to ;;pprcciate them ; but I contend ior it, not-

withstanding the opinion, as it present stated, oi an officer

of so much more experience Ihan myself, that the means
wliieh I had hi my power, those which I expected, and
tlie nieasures which 1 adopted rmd recommended, were
more tlian adiqiiute to overcome the diiHcnltics and re-

move the risks of the opcralioii", Yvhich 1 conducted, eX"

cepiin^^ those inseparable from all mdilary operations.

Tlie Court hav<* already before them, in my dispatclics

to the Secretary of State, to Sir Harry Burrard, and in my
narrative, the reasons which induced me to land, and to

march without waiting for further reinforcements, upon
which 1 would wish to i<Ay. Bat vviiat ha* iidlen from
Sir Hew Dalrymple renders it necessary for me to trou-

ble them with something fiirtker upon this part of the

subject.

The questions, as arii^ing out of his statement, are, whe-
ther I was, in the first instaiice, snfiiciently strong to get

the better of th' enemy in tlie ii'*id ; and if I was, whe-
ther I adopted the best means ot« getting the better of
him.

In respect to my strengih, in comparison with the army
of the enemy, I do not desire to be judged by the result

ofthe campaign, as far as it was conducted by me, but by the

connnencemeiit, at which time the mciisurcs wen^ achpted,
irora wliich, as it was truly stated, it would not have been
easy, and i certainly had no inclination, to withdraw.
My strengtli iWn consisted of nearly 13,00(J British

troops, and 1 had the assistance ofCOOO Portuguese troops,

Iroin whose co-operation I expected to derive advant:iges,

in which expectation i admit 1 was subseijuently disap-
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pointed. But I will ask this Court, what would have been
6'ivl, nnd deservedly said, and felt of me throughout the

anry and the country, r^nd by the government by which
I was entrusted, if, m ith such a force, I had hesitated to ad-

vance upon tlie enemy ? I have already told the Court
in my narrative that J did not believe his force was more
thui froni 16 to 18,000 men, only 14,000 of which num-
ber coidd be disposable in the field. The largest account
we received, which was deemed an exaggerated one, ofthe

strength of the enem y, made them 20,500 ; and even ad-

mitting those numbers to be correct, the troops disposable

for the field could not have equalled in numb» r Ihose

which 1 had under my command and co-operating with

me.
It appears that I was not mistaken upon this subject,

for, in pomt of fact, the largest number, at which 1 have
ever heard the French force estimated in the battli ordie
21st i\ugust, was 16,000 men ; and I, who saw them, f'.id

not think they had more than 11,000, every man or'which,
excepting the cavalry, who remained untouched, were ac-

tually engaged, and, particularly, General Keliermanii's

reserve.

Now if all this be true, I may fai-^Iy conclude, that if

the enterpri/e wns hazardous.' ad dilTicult, i was not With-

out means of bringing it to a fortunat' conclusion.

The next questioi. is, .vh'-ther, Laving adequate means
in my power, I adonted proper measures to efiect my ob-

ject. Sir liew Dalryn ^ ic says, that by the line ofmarch
I adOj^)teJ, uYx .he strong positions were in the hands of

the enemy ; but I can assure him, Hiat he will find it very

difficult to adopi an. 'uic of march in Portugal, which
will not afford strong pu.^itio"sto an enemy acting on the

dexbnsive. But there was one advantage attending the

line which I .liopted, which was, that it rendered the

enemy's Kuperiur c-^vilry useless, in the way in which he
ought -o, r.ad would, have employed it, if 1 had adopted
any other line,

I^ 1 hr>d adopted ihe line by the high road from Lisbon
to the Norlh, hy Santarem, I must have kept up my coni-

nuiuication with the Mondego ; which would have
weakened my force lor opuiations in the field ; and, after

all, the t nemy with h's cavalry, raus( have broken in upon
it. By adt^ting the line by ihe sea coasi, and depend-

ing, for my supplies, upon the shipping, mj comraunica-
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tion -vras so short, that it defended itself, I was enabled

to keep my force collected in one body, and I had my ar-

senals and magazines close to me whenever I required to

cominunicate with them.

Having taken this line myself, T proposed that, by San-

tareii.i, i;> Sir flarry Bnrr ird, for Sir John Moore's corps,

by which 't might have been adopted with safety, as 1 was
upon tlie s<'a Ime.

The Lieut. -General has stated that, by the line I adopt-

ed, 1 left all the strong positions in the ejieniy's hands. I

donoi know what p >.sitio;is w« re in the enemy's hands, of
which i could have dc] riv ;i him, or he could have been
depriv (I, by the adoption oi any ofher line of march.

If the march had been made us 1 had ordered it on tha

21st of August, i.i the morning, the position of Torres

Vedras would have been turned ; and there was no posi-

tion, in the enemy's ,;.)ss>'ssion, excepting that in our front

at Cabega de Montachique and those in the rear

of it; and 1 HMiRt observe to the Court, that if Sir John
Moore's corps had gone to Santan-m, as proposed, as sooa
as it disi'iubariied in the Mondego, tliere would have beera

no great safety in th'^se positions, if it was, as it turned out
to be, in our power to beat the French in the ti?ld.

1 will not Ibilow the examph' of Sir Hew Dalrymple in

entering into a discussion on the probable eilecis ot the

battle ot the ^Ist of August, if a certain line of action

had been adopted, because an oiiicer supposed to be
concerned in that qu: stion is not present, ajid I

dare say that oppor*u.uties will not be wanting of en-

lernig into that part oi" tile subiect. »t|

It has been my mist'onune to have been accised of te-

merity and iie.pnidence, as well as ofexc»ss ot caution in

the late transaciioiis in Portugal, but without appeal-

ing to ;hv; nsult ot what happened at the moment 1 gave
over the crnnmand of the army, I may sardy assi-rt,

tliat whatever might be the ditliculty of. he operations I

had undertaken, means existed to bring it to a fortunate

conclusion ; that there was no ground for the appreh* i-

sion for ray safety, w hich Sir Hew Ddrymple seems to

have entertained ; and that under the instrsictions which
I had received, I should JMve been blamed, deservedly,
if I had not con-:menced my operations as soon as I

thought I had a suthciefit force.

The next pcnntj to which I shall take the liberty of
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drawin<T the nftenlion ot the Court, is <lie share Mliidi I

am siij^post'd to Invc had in the nr2:o(irition of" (he ar-

iiii^ticf" .md ilie coavcution. In that part of tlic (ju^s-

tioii ^vhich have I discussed hitherto, 1 am wh(illy and
solely responjiible. In that part which follows 1 aiii held
respoii-iible iiur die advice I am supposed to liave given, in

character at least, ifnot in person, and in my proicssion.

It is important for mc therefore to show ivhat advice I

really did ,i;ive, in what view I gave it, and what would
have been ilie result, if the ineasurus, which 1 recommend-
ed, had been pursued.

I did reconunend and concur in the measure of allow-
ing the French to evacuate Portugal Avilh their arms and
baggage ; and here I must observe that it was particu-

larly understood in the iM^gotiation of the armistice, that

in the words "• pnipcrty of all descriptions," wax to be
included only military baggage and cquipnent ; that tJiis

understanding was carried into execution hy a separate

article of the convention, and that the rommissiouers
for executing the convention acted upon this principle.

When the measure of allowing the French to evacuate
Portugal was to be taken into consideration, viz : on the

evening of the 22d August, it was necetsary to review
tlie situa<ion, the means and the resources of the two ar-

mies, and our own objects.

The eneiiiy had colh'cted tlieir forces after the defeat

of the 21st, and were about to resume die position of
Cabr^'a de Montachiqn.'^, whence their retnat was
open to other posidons in front of 'Lisbon, and
thence across the Tagusinto Alcntejo. They had all the

facilities in their power to make lliese movements, and
when they would hr»ve reached Lisbon, tlui possession

of that rivt'r by the forts and by the Russian i\wt, and
(Jie great nimilx r of boats, of which they would have had
the use, would have enabled them to cross, in one body,
covered by the citadel and the high grounds, and they

would scarcely have lost their re^ar guard. In Ah'ulejo

tliey had provided am])le supplies.

As i h.'ve stated in uiy narrative of my proceedings

from the I2lli .hily, to the 2Udi of August, Loisfwi had
re-eslablish(i! the French authority, in dial province, du-
ring his expedition towards Ji^ivas in the month of .July

;

and th.' grain Mhiih it had j/nxliiced, Mas purchased for

the use of the French army. I know this circumstance,
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not only from the reports of the coniitrj, but from inter-

cepted letters, ^vritteu to Loison, by the French agents in

Alentejo, whicJi were shewn to me.

On their arrival in that province, the French would

have had to mardi, unmolested, by the finest road in Por-

tugal, to Elvas,' which is a fortress, at least of the second

order, ara->ng the fortresses of Europe ; where they would

have plac -d a part of their corps in garrison, a!ul they

would have sent the remainder across tlic upper Tigus to

AL.ieida. This place was already provisioned in some
degree ; and that part of th'nr force which the French

would IiMve detached to Almeida, would have exr

perienced no dilTicuhy in relieving the distant blockade

kept up by the Portuguese peasantry, and in tiirowing

in such quantities of provisions as they would have re-

quired.

Sir John Moore's corps had been ordered, on the even-

ing of the 20th, to join ilv army, for wliich corps, a dispo-

sition had been proposed for the purpos'^ of preventing

the French force from carryhig into execution tlie plan of
operations wliich I have conceived, and which it is certain

they wou'rl have adopted after their defeat ia the field.

Sir John Moore's corps could have supported itself at

Santarem, as suggi-stetl, merely by k<'epii\g up its commu-
nication with the ?iiondego, because the victuallers and
transports could lie in saiety in that river only ; ae.d the

coimtry on the banks of the Moadego, and under the

authority of the government of Oporto, coi^ld alojie fur-

nish the means of keeping up that con\munic;itio:i, to any
elhcient purpose. When Sir Jolm Mot.re's corps, there-

fore, was called down to join the army, it could op.'rate

only, as it was intended by Sir Ilnrrv Burrard that it

should operate, iii immediate aid and communication with
that under my command, depending for its subsistence

upon the means which had been provided for tlie army,
and the wliole bearing upon thei?neniy's front.

Our operntions, when we should have joined, would
have been those of a superior ;irmv prcssiuii: UDon an in-

lerior on its retreat ; but nothing v\iiicii we could have
done, would have cut oft" their retreat ; the oio'ny must
have been in liisboji before US ; the Tagiis would have
brrn the enemy's to the lastnioment of their passage ; and
after they should have crossed, the necessity ofpossessing
ourselves of the foiU on the river, and tlic liussivtn ilect. hi
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the first instance, and fl»e want ofboats, which tlic en^my

would have carried off, would have given them ample

lime to make nil their arraiigcmcnts iii Alcntejo before

our troops could reach thcni.

But ill carrying oi tluse operations, we should have

been involved in many (iifficnUics and distresse-s which

might have again placed, in a state of risk, all the objects

of the campaign.

The communication with the shipping on the coast ot

Portu<ral, is at all tinu-s precarious, becomes more so

towards the end ofAugust, and is, at length, cjuifc iniprac^

ticable. In tact, many boats were swamped in the last

week in August, vessels lost their anchors, and, more than

once, the lieet was obliged to go to sea in danger. Un

tlie :i>2d of August there were eleven days' bread in camp,

tor the orio-inal force which marched from Lavaos on the

9d. and lOth of August ; the troops which had landed on

thcSOth, had brought four days' bread tor themselves ;

Ihe supply for the whole might have been tor eiglit

or nine drivs, and no means could be procured ot moving

a larcrer quantity; no bread whatever could be obtained

in the country ; and in point of fact, 1 believe, that ex-

ceptin.r a tew tliousaiid rations of bread left belnnd by the

Frencl^at Alcobac:«, Cald;i.s, and Torres Vedras, and

which were given to the Poitujruese troops, the country

supplied not a single ration, from the time the troops

landed, till I came away, on the 20th September.^

It was obvious then, that when Sir John :\Ioores corps

sliould land at Marceira, and should nearly Uouble tlie

consumr tj^n of the army, without increasing the means

of prociiri igand couveyhig its supply, there was a risk

ot us being in want.
* j i i ^„

Sir John Moore's corps could not be expected to be on

shore, and in a situntion to commence iLs operations, till

the end of Auge.st, during wiiieh period the enemy would

have fortified Vis positions at Cabe^a, and m tJie rear

towards Lisf)on ; and it would have been unreasonable to

expect to be able to force or turn them m less than ten

days. During the whole of this interval, as well as during

the time that would be employed iu landing Sir John

Moore's corps, the whole army would liave suljs.sted,

and wonUl have dei)euded upon the means which had

been collected and i)rovided for the subsistence ot halt ot

it
• and it would have been certain of a supply only ut
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the time it should reach and be in possession of the rivei'

Tagus, so as to admit the transports.

After we should have obliged the enemy to cross the

Tagus, and we should have possessed ourselves of the
forts on that river, and of the Russian fleet, and
should have crossed that river with the British army, we
must have placed ourselves in a situation to invest Elvas
for a blockad', or a regular siege. In either case, the

army would have been exposed to the effects of a bad cli-

mate in the worst season of the year ; and in the latter

case, they would have liad to move the means for the

siege from Abrantes, beyond which place the Tagus would
not have carried them to the scene of action, a distance of
not less than sixty miles.

After having performed this operation, the army would
have been obliged to renew it, in order to obtain posses-

sion of Almeida.
I am convinced that we should not have had posses-

sion of Elvas till late in December ; and I think it more
than probable, that we should have been glad to allow the
French to evacuate Portugal in tli;it month, instead of
August, if we had persevered, after having sustained a
loss ofa great part ofour army by sickness, and of three

months of most valuable time with reference to further

operations.

I conceived that the objects of His Majesty, and of the
Spanish nation were, that the British army should co-
operate with the Spanish armies. I believed that the only
mode in which the operations of the Spanisli corps could
be brought to bear upon the same obiect, was by the in-

fluence which the co-operation of a I3rilish army would
give to the government ; and I believed tiiat it was im-
portant to the Spanish nation, to have the co-operation

of 30,000 British soldiers in Spain, to receive the assist-

ance of 4000 Spanish soldiers, who were prisoners to the

French, and ofabout 2000 who were employed in Portugal.

I considered these objects to be so important, as to

counterbalance the disadvantage of throwing 20,000 ad-
ditional French troops, at no very remote period, upon
the Pyrenees ; that the Spanish nation would <rain even
upon a comparison of numbers, not less than lo,000 good
troops ; but if I was not mistaken in my political specu-
lations upon this subject, they would Hire idsie acquire
strength in their own union, the araouut oi" v.'hicii cou'd

L
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not be estimated ; and which strength T >vell knew they
could acquire trom no other source excepthig Portugal, if

a British army was to give it, them : as I knew that this

country could not afford to send out another army of
sufficient strength.

I may have been mistaken in my speculations upon
this subject : but in point of fact, the Spanish nation does

now enjoy the very advantage's from the convention to

which I have above referred, and which I had in con-

templation at the time the arniislicc was negotiated ; and
besides these advantages they have acquired another, viz.

the service of the arniy of Eslremadura, consisting of
between 14 and 16,000 men, a part of them cavalry,

which had been employed on the frontiers of Portugal,

and have l)een equipped from the stores of Elvas, and are

on their march towards the frontiers of France ; and not

a man of the French army which evacuated Portugal

under the coiivention, has yet been brought, or can b©
brought for some time upon the frontiers of Spain.

In reference to political and military objects then, at

least in my view of them, the measure of allowing tb«

French to evacuate Portugal was an advantage.

If I were mistaken in my view of this advantage, it was
a mistake into which I fell with the Spaniards themselves

;

for the army of Dupont, which was really in a situation

to be obliged to surrender, was allowed to evacuate An-
dalusia by sea, and to serve again under the convention

made by the Spanish general Castanos.

If, however, it were an advantage, there is another

question attentling it, which is, was it disgraceful per se?

I am not now discussing the detail ofthe Convention, but

the mere measure of allowing the French to evacuata

Portugal.

Those who argue upon this part of the subject, con-

ten^d that the French army ought to have been forced to

lay down its arms. It is certainly a very desirable ob-

ject, at all times, to oblige the enemy to lay down their

arms, but the question, hero, Avas one of means. I wish

that those who <h.ink that the French ought to have been

compelled to lay down their arms, had reviewed the historj

of all or any of the armies which have been forced tu

adopt that extremity-, and had compared their situation

with that of the French army in Portugal. Those armies

kave been invariably surrounded by bodies superior ia
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numbers, in equipments, or in efficiencj ; and have beea
distressed, or in tlie utmost danger of immediate distress

for the want of provisions, and without hope of relief. I

need not point out to this Board, that the French army
in Portugal were not in that situation, and \vf're not likel/

to be in such a situation. In fact, they had the military

possession of Portugal ; they had their magazines m the

country, the fortresses, and the harbours ; and they in-

curred no risk of distress from the want of provisions

;

but we who were to oblige them to Iny down their arms,
did incur that risk till we should obtain possession ofthe

Tagus. But this is not all. Let the measure of allowuig
the French to evacuate Portugal be compared with other

measures of the same description, which have not "only

been approved, but deservedly, in my opinion, extolled

in this country. Let the situations of the garrisons of
Cairo and Alexandria be compared with the situation of
the French army in Portugal ; and I believe it will be
admitted, that the latter possessed advantages which the

former did not ; at the same time, that those who had to

decide upon this measure in Portugal, knew that there

must liave been other objects for the British troops in that

country, which the situation of Europe, at the time of the

convention in Egypt, did not hold out to the British

troops employed there.

But although I concurred in the general principle of
the measure of evacuation, and advised it, I did not agree
in all the details either of the armistice or the convention.

In the first place, I must inform the Board, that in the
first interview I had with Sir Hew Dalrymple atter his

arrival in Portugal, on the morning of the 22d of August

;

I, who \m supposed to have been his adviser, and am
here now for no crime, excepting my supposed advice,

had reason to believe, that I did not posiSsess liis confi-

dence ; nay, more, that lie was prejudiced agamst the

opinions which I should give him. I hod an opportunity
of talking to him, upon business lh;it morning, as I can
prove; in consequcnc*' of wiiich I formed this beli( i'; of
which, if it is desired, I will state the grounds. I may
have been mistakrn in it, but I certainly .iifertaiivd it,

as I can prove', if the Board wish it, by an examinotion
of those to whom 1 confided it. But i think the Boud
will be inclim-d to admit, that I might have had grounds
for Ixdieving that Sir IIcw Dalrymple w«as prejudicecj

t 2
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against the opinions which I should give him, uhenthey
will recollect his own account of the opinions lie enter-

tained of the operations I had conducted, even before he

landed.

General Kellermann arrived at the advanced sentries of

the British army between one and two on the 22d, and
sent in a flag of truce to announce that he wished to speak

to me, who, of course, he supposed, conunanded the

army.
It is true, as stated by Sir Hew Dalrymple, that there

was an alarm in the camp, when he arrived, wliich was
occasioned by a Portuguese officer, who had conie from
Generid Frein' at Lourinha; and mIio represented Gene-
ral Kellerjuann's escoit, which he had seen, as the whole
French army.
The Commander of the forces was to do me the honor

of dining with me on that day ; and as he was then riding

into the village of Vimiera, I asked him whether I should

fo
up to the out-posts, and speak to General Kellermann

;

is answer v>:s, i.o ; that the general had desired to speak

to him, the conimunder of the army, and he would re-

ceive him at my quarters.

General Kellermann was brought there, and he arrived

at about haU past two.

Shortly after his arrival. Sir Hew sent for me into the

room in which they were, and communicated to me the

object of General Kellermann's mission, which was re-

peated by Kellermann in )ny presence, and ho afterwards

read ifom a paper a memorandum of the v".ishcs of the

French commander in chief.

Sir Hew Dalrymple, Sir Harry Burrard, and I, with-

drew into an inner room to deliberate upon Krikrmann's
propositions ; but we had not the pnp'-r, as 1 liad retused

to take it, conceivvig that th> r. gDtiation then going on
ought to be coniiiicd io a mere suspension of hostilities.

Wlien V. e had gone into the inner room, I told Sir Hew
Dalryn'ple (hat 1 eonsid. red that it was advisable to al-

.low the I'^rejicli to evacuate Portugal, for reasons upon
which I am afraid 1 liave already Jelayed the Court too

long ; and I s;iid thit I did not conceive that there ex-
isted any objection at that moment togran<i'igth( French
a suspeijsioii ot ho^'ilim s lor 4S hours, foi tbv, purpose of

negoliatm^- a convention tor the evacuation of Portugal.

"Wh^-thcr Sir Hew acquiesced in ray opinion upon this
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fubje6l, I do nor recol!e£l, nor is it material ; but I

know that we all agreed that there was no objedlion to

allow the French to evacuate Poitiigal by fea,

I then t()l(i Sir H'Jv\', that I (iiought there was anob-
jedliun in pout oi form to allow the negotiation, then

going on, to extend to other obje£ls than the mere fuf-

penfion of hoftilities ; and that for that reafon, I had

declined to take from KfH rmann the paper which he

had rear! to ns, butot which 1 uAd him that I accurately

remembered all the particulars. He was of opinion,

ho A ever, that as long as we agreed upon the material

point, viz. *' that the French Ihould be allowed to eva-

cuate Portugal by fea, it was ufelefs to drive them to

the wall upon a point of form j" and in this manner this

objection was over-ruled.

After dinner the negotiation withKellermann was con-

tinued. T he firft point which was difculTed, was the

property which the French were to carry off with them,

which was explained by him to mean only the '* military

•bag,g;agc and equipments."

The next point of difficulty was that refpe£ling the

Ruflians, w! icnat fiift Hood in a form different from that

in which it ftands in the Armiftice ; and upon this point

1 flated to Sir Hew Dalrymple my opinion, that the

French ought not to be allowed to ftipulate for the

Kuffians at all. He would not allow the Ruffians to

(land as at firft propofed by Kellermann, under which
they would have relumed to the Baltic unmolerted ; and,

in point of fad, the French General at firft confented,

as 1 underflood, to leave out the ftipulation in refpeft

to the Ruffians, on the ground that it was a point re-

ferable to the Admiral. He brought it forward again,

however, in the (hape in which it now Hands, and the

Commander of the torces confented to allow it to re-

main in the treaty, with the condition, that if the Ad-
miral did not agree to it, it muft be ftruck out.

When General Kellermann firft propofed the arrange-

ment in refpedl to the Ruffians, as it now ftands in the

Armiftice, the Commander of the forces, Sir Harry
Burrard, and I, withdrew into the inner room, and I

told His Excellency what had paffed between Admiral
Sir Charles Cotton and me, upon this fubjed, in a
conference which I had with the Admiral, when I was
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at the mouth of the Tagus on the a 6th and 27th of

July.
'1 he Admiral had then told me, that he had heard>

that the RulHan Admiral intended to remain neutral in

the conteft between the Britifti and French troops,

and would claim the neutrality of the port of Lifhon,

and Sir Charles Cotton afked me what I thought upon
that claim. I told him that I thought the only way of

getting rid of it, waS to be fo quick in our operations,

that there would be no time for the Portuguefe to mak6
it, before he would attack the Rnflian fleet ; and that it

was a fubje<^ upon which it would be neceifary to make
a reference to England.

I pointed out to Sir Hew, Iiowever, that this was a

claim which might be made by the Ruffians on their own
account, or by the Portuguefe in favour of the Ruffians,

but not by the French.

The Commander of the forces appeared to be of opi-

nion, that as the quefiion was in fa£l underflood by Kel-

lermann to be referable to the Admiral, it was not im-
portant whether this agreement was in the arrangement

or not.

It is true, as ftatcd by Sir Hew Dalrymple, that there

was a long, and the longeft difcuflion upon the point re-

lating to the Ruffians, but it related to a claim made by

General Kellcrmann, that the RufTian fleet fhould b«

allowed todepart from Lifbon, and that the Britifh fleet

Ihould not be allowed to purfue them for a limited time.

The Commander of the forces, however, infifled that

they could have no more in the port of Lifbon than the

rights of a neutral nation, and this point was yielded by
General Kellermann.

The next point of importance was that relating to th©

length of time during which the fufpenfion of hoftilities

Ihould lafl ; and Sir Hew Daliymple admits, that I pro-

pofed to limit the duration of the fufpenfion of hoflilities

to forty-eight hours only, whereas that he preferred the

propofal of General Kellermann, that the fufpenfion

fhould be unlimited in the firfl inflance, and followed

by a limited fufpenfion of forty-eight hours, when cither

party fhould wifh to put an end to it.

1 ^vill confider prefcntly the advantage which 1 con-

ceived the limited term pf fufpenfion had over the un-r
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limited term, in the then fituation of the two armies

;

but I will now confider this circumftance in another

point of view : firft, I am called the nogotiator of this

inftrument, and in this important point the plan of the

French General is adopted inftead of mine, by the Com-
mander of the forces ; but fecondly, I am called thead-

vifer of thefe meafures, and for this crime of advice I

am here : now, although I miift fubmit to incur dif-

grace and punilhment where I (hall be found to defervc

thofe misfortunes, I muft fay that 1 think it is a new
meafure of juftice which appears invented for me ; that I,

a fubordinate officer, am to be punifhed foradvifing mea-

fures which were not condu£tad according to my advice.

I fay that this point was moft important in a view to the

ftate of our refources, to the ftate of the feafon, and to the

tone in which the Convention fhould be negotiated ; and,

above all, it was important in a view to the threats of the

French in refpe6l to the Ruffians. If there was any

foundation for thofe threats, which T acknowledged I

imagined there was, and that they would have received

affiftance from the Ruffians, if the Admiral refufed his

confent to the article refpeding the Ruffian fleet, which

I was fure he would do, it was moft important, that if

the negotiations Ihould then be broken off, and notice

given of the conclufion of the fufpenfion of hoftilities, a

period of forty-eight hours fhould not be allowed to the

French to equip and prepare the Ruffians before we
fhould begin our operations.

If we derived any advantage, which I contend we did

not, from prolonging the fufpenfion of hoftilities, I was
fure that we coujd always prolong it.

But whatever may have been the opinion of the Com-
mander of the forces on the 22d, and whatever may be

Sir Hew Dalrymple's opinion nov/, he was of a different

opinion on the 25th of Auguft ; and in point of fa6t,

when he began to negotiate, he did, at my fuggeftion,

give notice of the conclufion of the fufpenfion of hoftili-

ties in forty-eight hours from noon of the 26th of Au
guft, as appears by his inftrudions of the 25th of Auguft
to Colonel Murray.

After the articles were fettled, Sir Hew Dalrymple
fays, that General Kellermann alked him who ftiould fign

the Armiftice ; and he faid, himfelf; and he rf^s abovst
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to fign it, when General Kellermann informed him
that my name was in tHe title, and tliat it was not ufual

for an officer of tht rank of Commander in Chief to llgn

an inlfrument with one of inferior rank.

I am afraid that Sir Hew Dairy in pie's memory has

not ferved him very v\tll upon this occaijon. If iry n.irne

had been at that time inferred in the title of the m'tru-

ment as the negotiator of it, General Kellermann could

have no reafon to afk, who was to fign it ; and if this

queftion was afield by -General Kellermann after the

inftrument was dr.iwn up, and Sir L'cw Dalryinple was
about to fign it, he Avas about to llgn it without reading

the inflruinent j for if he had read it, he would have

feen that my name was ufed in it.

The fa6t is, that when the terms had bctn generally

fettled, General Kellermann was dictating tiie fair copy
of the inilniment to the officers who were writing it,

and before he wrote or dictated ibc title, he alked Sir

Hew Dalrymple who was to fign iff and Sir Hew faid,

himfelf. General Kellermann then reprefented that

he (Sir Hew) being Commander in Chief, ought not

to fign an agreement with an inferior officer, and pro-

pofed that I (hould fign it.

Sir Hew Dalryinple then came into another room
where I was, and told me, that General Kellermann
had propofed that I (hould fign the iiiftrument ; and he

alked me, whether I had any cbje6tions to doing fo?

My anfwer was, that I would fign any paper he wifhed

me to fign.

It may not be very important, at what period Sir

Hew Dalrymple had intended to fign the inftrument

;

but this is very obvious, that he had intended to fit;n it,

which he would not have done, if I had negotiated it

;

and indeed the very queltion aflced by General Keller-

mann, fliewed who was the negotiator; for if it had

been 1, or if it had been Sir Harry Burrard, there

would have been no doubt, and the queftion would have

been ufelefs ; but as Sir Hew Dalrymple was the ne-

gotiator himfelf, and it was not regular for an officer

commanding in chief to fign an agreement with an

officer of inferior rank, Cjcneral Kellermann was
obliged to inquire, who fhould fign ? and in point of

fa6t, propofed me.
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I repeat that I was not in the room at the time this

converfation between General Kellermann and Sir Hew
Dalrymple teak place; but as I went into the room
more than once, while the officers were writing the

inftrument, which was after I had been aflced and con-
fented to fign it, I know it muft have been when the

title was making out, and not when the whole was
drawn up.

When it was drawn up, I read it over, and at the

table gave it to Sir Hew Dalrymple to read, with an

.

obfervation, that it was an extraordinary paper. He
anfwered, that it did not contain any thing that had

not been fettled ; and I then figned it.

This is the mode in which this agreement was nego-

tiated ; and I repeat, that I never confidered myfelf in

any manner reiponliblc for its contents, or for the

manner in which it was drawn up.

It is perfeftly true, that I advifed the principle of

the arrangement, and I affifted the Commander in Chief

in difciiirmg the different poinii with General Keller-

mann, and that I gave him my opinion when he afked

it, and when 1 thotight it defirable to give it him. But
I was not the negotiator, and could not be, and was
not fo confidered, the Commander of the forces being

prefent in the room, deciding upon all points, and
taking part in all difculTions. If, indeed, the Com-
mander of the forces had given me inftrudUons to ne-

gotiate this initrument, and I had then negotiated and
figned it, I might have been refponfible for its contents,

or at all events, for the manner in which it was drawn
up ; but as it is, my fignature is a mere form.

But this inftrument, about which fo much has been

faid, and refpeding which I have troubled the Court
fo much at length, is in point of fadl a dead letter; it

was never ratified by any of the parties in whofe name
it was conduced, and no one article in it was ever

carried into execution, excepting that by which hoftili-

ties were fufpended.

From the beginning, my objeft had been to keep

the Ruflians clear from the French ; I have ftiewn that

1 endeavoured to effect that objefl in the negotiatio of
the Armiftice, an4 I will now (hew the fubfequent mea-

M
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fure which I adopted, with a view to effc£l the fame
object in the fiibfequent negotiations.

At three o'clock in the morning of the 23rd, the

army marched linder my command to Ramaliah. Colonel

Murray had been fent off from Vimiera at an early hour,

to communicate to the Admiral the contents of the

agreement for fufpending hoftilitiesj and upon my ar-

rival at tiie ground at Ramaliah, I gave to the Com-
mander of the forces a paper of which, what follows,

is a copy.
*' I St. It would be very defirable to inftru6l Colonel

** Murray at an early hour this day, to urge the Admiral
** to have a communication with the Ruffian Admiral,
" in which the latter fliould be informed, that whatever
** might be the refult of the negotiations between Sir

" Hew and the Duke d'Abrantes, the Ruffian fleet

** (hould not be molefted, if they condu6lcd thcmfelves
** as they ought in a neutral port, and took no part in

•< the conte '.

** 2ndly. If the Admiral fliould confent to this ar-

•* rangement in favour of the Ruffians, and the Ruffians
** (hould be fatisfied upon this point, the French Com-
«• mander in Chief fliould be prefled upon the following
** points in the negotiation for the Convention.

<* I St. The fort of Pcniche to be evacuated in two
** days; the fort of Elvas and La Lippe in four days

;

•* the fort of Almeida in five days; the French army
*' to crofs the Tagus and evacuate Lifljon and all the

** forts on the Tagus in four days from the fignature of
** the Convention, ar»d to be prepared to embark in

*• feven days, or as foon afterwards as the Britifh Com-
** mander in Chief may appoint.

*' The Britifli army in the mean time to have the ufc

** of the port of Lifbon, and the navigation of the

** Tagus.
•< 2ndly. The mode of paying for the hire of the tranf-

** ports to he fettled.

" 3dly. The port to be fettled to which they were to

** go ; Rochefort or L'Orionl would anfvver beft, as being
'* the greatcfl diflauce from Spain and the Auftrian

** frontier.

« 4thly. Security to be required for the tranfports

«' going io the ports appointed, and for the return of
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** the tranfports ; as fifty of thofe fent with the arnjy o
** Egypt were detained in France.

** 5thly. Some mode to be devifed of making the
** French Generals di (gorge the church plate, which
** they have ftolen.

** 6thly. An exchange of prifoners to be fettled.

** ythly. There are no horfe- tranfports, and the
** French muft be permitted to leave commiiraries here
•* to fell the horfes, or to hire vertels to tranfport them
" to France, but certainly not the cavalry Itfclf."

Ramallah, Aug, 23, 1808.

The object of the paper was to get the Ruffians out

of the hands of the French ; and I did think that it was
z matter of indifference what arrangement was made
with them, or what became of the Ruffian fleet, pro-

vided it was not allowed to return to the Baltic. I was,

and am ftill of opinion, that the befl arrangement would
have been to leave them in the port of Lifbon, on the

ground of its neutrality; two events might have occurred,

either of which would have placed them in our hands,

and in the mean time, the officers and feamen would
not have been fent back to Rullia to co-operate in the

war againfl the Swedes.

One of the events is the declaration of Rutfia againfl

the Spaniards and Portuguefe, the other the re-entry of
the French into Portugal. But whatever may have been
the nature of the terms to be granted to the Ruffians, it

appeared to me molt important, that the French fhould
have nothing to do with the negotiations affcdting their

fleet.

I beg to obferve to this Court, that it always oc-
curred to me, that one of the pra<Stical efFedls of the

Convention with the French for the evacuatioh ot Por-
tugal, muft have been to give to the Rulfians the benefit

of the neutrality of the port of Lifbon.

The Convention muft have provided for the occupa-
tion of the forts of the Tagiis by the Britifh troops;

and at this time the Portuguefe flags wouH be hoi lied.

It would be impoilible for the Briti 111 Admiral to go in

and attack the Ruifians, while the arrangement under
the Convention fliould be in the courfe of execution

;

and while they would have continued in this ftate, the
M 3
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Ruflians would have lime to claim, and the Portuguefc

to grant, the neutrality of the port ; the queftion then

muft have been referred to the Britifh Government, and
would have been difcuifed between them and the P<Mr-

tuguefe.

I do not know whether Sir Hew Dalrymple fent in-

ftruftions to Colonel Murray, according to the recom-
mendation contained in the paper which I have juft read,

but I rather believe he did not, as he appeared to be

convinced, that the Admiral would not agree to the

terms propofed (ot them under the feventh article of

the agreement for fufpending hoililities. Colonel Mur-
ray returned to Ramallah from the Admiral in the night

of the i4.th, and having called upon me to inform me
that the Admiral would not confent to the terms pro-

pofed for the kuflians, I defired him to tell the General,

that, in my opinion, he ought to inform the French
Comnander in CI lef, as foon as poflible, that he (hould

confider »• t fufpenfion of hoitiliiies at an end in forty-

eight hours.

IwaittJupon Sir Hew Dalrymple at daylight in the

morning of the 25th, in company with Captain Mal-
colm of ihe navy ; and in his ,)refence 1 told iiim that

1 thought that he ought immediately to put an end to

the fufpenfion of hoftilities, on the ground of the Ad-
miral's diflent from the atiicles, without fpecifying

which of them ; and to leave it to the French Com-
mander in Cl'icf to renew the negotiation for theevacua-

tioD ol Portugal, ifhcHiould think proper; but that

we otight to lofe no further time in advancing.

1 then pouiitd out to Sir Hew Dalrymple the prac-

tical inconvenience which resulted at that moment from

his having allowed 'he French a fufpenfion of hoftilities

for an unlimited period of time, followed by a limited

period of i'or'y-eiyi i hours.

Sir Hew jJalrymple told mc, that as foon as Colonel

Murrnv fhould have refted iiimfelf, he would draw up a

report of vhat had pafTcil between him nnd the Admiral,

on whif ii h^ fhoulc, be befer able to form his opinion.

In ihe cotirfe of th:. mornmghe fent for me again,

and ht thewcd mc tl.t icp'>rt which Colonel Murray had

made. 1 again recommended to him to put an end to

the fufpenfion of hoftilities, on the ground of the Ad-
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mirars diflent, without entering into details, and to

leave it to the French Commander in Chief to recom-

mence the negotiation for the evacuation, if he Ihould

think proper. Sir Hew Dairymple was, liowever, of a

different opinion, and determined to communicate,

through Colonel Murray, to the French Commander in

Chief, the Admiral's fentimcnts on the agreement for

fufpendrnghoftilities; becatife Colonel Murray informed

us, that when he was leaving theHibernia withJunot*s

Aid-de-Camp, the latter had afked him whether any

thing had pulfed with the Admiral, likely to break off

the negotiation^ and had urged the propriety of inform-

ing J c not if that was the cafe. The Colonel had re-

plied, that he did not think that any thing had occurred

which ought to precliide further negotiation.

The Commander of the forces having thus determined

that he would communicate to the F rench Commander
in Chief, in detail, the Admiral's fentiments on the Ar-
millice. Colonel Murray's inlfrudions were drawn,

by which he was ordered to give notice of the end of the

fufpenfion of hoftilities in forty-eight hours ; and he

was authorized to negotiate a Convention with the

French, for the evacuation of Portugal, on the terms

contained in the paper which I had delivered to the

General on the x^d of Augufl, and which I have juft

read to the Court.

Thus then, between the 23d and 25th, I took two op-

portunities of endeavouring to efFedl the object I had in

view, viz. to feparate the Ruffians from the I^rench;

and I really believe, that, if the Commander of the

forces had not been influenced by his dsfire to perform

with good faith, that to which he thought Colonel Mur-
ray had bound him by his converfation with Junot's Aid-

de-Ca up, and had notflated to Junot the detail of the

Adn)i''a''s fentiments refpecp^ing the kulTians, the net'o-

tiation would h .ve been continued with the French only,

and the Ruffians would hav.^ been left to their fate.

But the Court will fee, tliat I made another effort to

effe£l this fame obje£l on the 27th ; and tliat, in point of

fadl, it was tWcS.to ; and that the General gave orders

that the negotiation {hoiiid be broken off" entirely^ if it

was not fo underitood.
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Colonel Murray went to Lifbon on the 25th, and on
the 27th, in the morning, Sir Hew Dalrymple fent for

ine and Sir John Moore, and not Sir Harry Burrard, as

ftated by Sir Hew Dalrymple, to communicate to us a

letter received from Colonel Murray, and another from
Junot.

Colonel Murray reported, that Junot had agreed to

continue the negotiation without reference to the article

of the Armiftice, relative to the Ruffians ; and that the

fufpenfion of hoftilities would terminate at a particular

hour nanried, unlef? the negotiation, in which lie was en-?

gaged with General Kellermann, ftiould be brought to a

CJ^nclufion.

General Junot appeared, by his letter, to think that

the fufpenfion of hoftilities was ftill indefinite, and to

confider the negotiation of the Military Convention as

depending upon the negotiation of a Naval Convention

between the Britiih and the Ruffian Admirals.

I recommended to the General toinftrud, and I drew
for him inllrudions to Colonel Murray, which are in the

collection of papers, dated the 27th of Augufl, which I

will now read—by which he was diredled to call upon Ge-
neral Kellermann to explain and reconcile the difference

between his (Colonel Murray's) flatement and the Gene-
ral's intention, and that contained in Junot's letter to

Sir Hew Dalrymple, and to break off the negotiation,

and to come away within the period limited for the

fufpenfion of hoftilities, if this explanation fliould not

be fatisfaclory ; but that, if the explanation fhould be

fatisfadory, he was to continue the negotiations; and if

further time was nccefTary to enable him to bring them

to a conclufion, he was permitted to fufpend hoftilities

for a further period of twenty-four hours: Colonel

Murray was alfo directed to inform General Kellermann

that it was expe6led that, in future, Junot fhould con^

.fine to the channel of Colonel Murray, any communica-

tion he had to make to Sir Hew Dalrymple.

Sir Hew Dalrymple fays, in his Narrative, that there

was but little difference between Junot's letter and

Colonel Mtwray's. 1 have not got Colonel Murray's

letter ; but, as well as I can recoiled, the difference wj^

very material. At all events, it appears from the letter
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of the 27th, that Junot's notion was inconfiftent with the

intention of the Commander of the forces ; which in-

tention was, to allow the French to have nothing to

fay to the Ruffian negotiation ; and that was what
Colonel Murray was ordered to fet right in his letter

written by me.

I never faw the anfwer to this letter, nor do I know
any thing further of the negotiation till the 29th ; but, I

believe, the Court will be of opinion, that if the plan

detailed in that letter had been carried into execution,

there would have been no occaCon for treating with the

Ruffians and the French at the fame time.

On the 28th, that part of the army which had been
originally under my command, marched to the neigh-

bourhood of Torres Vedras, leaving General Anftru-

ther's and General Acland's brigades, and a part of Sir

John Moore's corps, which had been landed, in the camp
at Ramallah.

On the 29th, in the morning. Sir Hew Dalrymple
fent for me to Ramallah, where I went, to take into

confideration a Convention which had been agreed upon
between General Kellermann and Colonel Murray, and
had been ratified by General Junot, dated the 28::h of
Auguft. There were prefent at head-quarers, Sir

Harry Burrard, Sir John Moore, Lieutenant-General

Hope, Lieutenant-General Frazer, and myfelf ; and the

Convention was taken into confideration, article by
article.

It was altered in many important particulars,

ift, The article refpe6ling property was placed on a
proper footing ; the French were to be allowed to carry

off only their military equipment ; and were to reftore

property of all defcriptions which had been taken from
the churches or the inhabitants of Portugal.

adly. The fecurity given to the purchafers of pro-

perty from the French, was not afforded by the altera-

tions made.
3dly, The French were to find the tranfports for their

own cavalry.

4thly, The Commander of the forces engaged to ufe

hts good offices, inftead of ftipulating for indemnity for

the inhabitants of Portugal in the French intereft,

during the time they fliould remain in Portugal.
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5th]y, The French were required to evacuate all the

forts on the right of the Tagus imoiediately, as far up as

Belem ; and Liibon itfelf when the fecond divifron ihouid

embark.
I was moft anxious, and preflcd upon Sir Hew Dal-

rymple that '.hey (hould be required to evacuate Lifbon,

and to crofs theTagus fcjrh«Aith, accorr^ -g to the plan

recommended in the paper which I hau ^\vcu him on
the 23d, in order to give u- poffefTion of the narbour, and

the uft of the navigation ot the river ; Kecauf:, *s I told

him, he would not be able to c< ndu£t the fcrvice, and

do all t lat would be necefTary to rent • he army, unlefs

he (hctild have a free and cafy communicailon between

every corps of the army and iHe tranfports ; that this

would be- impollible, even with the poflefTion of Belem,

if the French were to continue at Lifbon, with a circuit

of three leagues; and that the navigation of theTagus,

at an early period, was neceflary, in a view to the future

operations of the army.

Sir Hew Dalrymple over-ruled this propofition of

mine, and direcltd, that the article might ftand as I have

above ftated. viz. giving to the French a circuit of two
leagues round Lifbon, wifh a leagi.f- «>! diliance between

their ports and ours ; and to us the p fldlion of all the

forts on the right bank (of the Tagus, including Belem.

I beg that the Court will not underfland, that this

meeting of the Lieutenant Generals of the army, at Sir

Hew Dalrymple's quarters, or that any of the meetings

which 1 had with him during the courfe of tbefe nego-

tiations, were at all of the nature of councils of war.

They were merely meetings of General Officers, with

whom the Commander ot the forces chofe to converfeon

the fubjeds then under his confHeration j but whatever

might be the opinion of any, or the whole of thofe

Officers, he decided for himfelf ; and in this laf^ meet-

fng, on the 29th of Auguft, he decided for himfelf upon
every propofiiion.

I never knew for what reafoa the improvements made

in the Convention, in tiis meeting of the i9lh of Augu/l,

were not carried into execution. I returned to Torres

Vedras after the meeting was concluded ; htad-quarters

were moved there on the following day, the 30th, but I

did uot fee the Commander in Chiefs and I marched to
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^obral de Monte Garce, wiih my divifion, on the morn-
ing of the 31 ft.

When 1 was near Cobral, I received a meflage from

tlie Commander in Chief, acquainting me, that the

Conveniion h.-id arrived, figned by General Kellermann
and Colonel Murray, and dcliriiig to fee me ; but I was

fo far from Torres Vedras, that 1 conceived I Ihouldnot

be able to arrive there in time, and 1 did not go ; and

the Court will fee that my name is not in the lift of

thofe Officers who were prefent at this meeting, as read

by Sir Hew Dalrymple. I underftand, however, that

the Commander i;i Chief ratified the Convention on that

da) , without any of the alterations made by the meeting

of General Ofiicers on the 29th of Auguft, and in point

of fad, I never faw the Convention till I arrived iii

England.

I have now jftated to the Court all that I had to do

with the treaties, and the opinions I gave to the Com-
mander of the forces, at different periods, while they were
negotiating; and 1 really believe, that if a convention for

the evacuation of Portugal had been concluded according

to the terms u^iicli Sir Hew Dalrymple admits I recom-
mended to him on the 23d of Auguft, and with which he

adtually inftrufted Colonel Murray, on the 25th of Au-
guft, tile country would have been fatisfied.

But there is one article in the Convention, particu-

larly difapproved of in this country, of which I ap-

proved, notwithftanding that it is not contained in

that paper which I gave to the Commander of the forces

on the 23d.

It relates to the Spanifli prifoners, who were cer-

tainly, at the time of the Convention, completely and en-

tirely in the power of the French.

The Court will obferve, that the principle upon
.which I thought that any Convention ought to be made
with the French, was, that they had the military poflef-

fion of the country ; and that their retreat was open to

Elvas and Ahricida ; they had in their power to do as

they pleafed with their Spanifti prifoners ; and I con-

ceived that they had a fair claim to be allowed for them
in the negotiation. The exchange of the Frenchmen
taken in Spain, not in military operations, for thefe

Spaniards, appeared to me to be not an unreafonable ar-

N
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rangemcnt ; and it was one to which I had reafon to

believe tlie Junta of Gallicia, at leaft, would not obje£l.

The only objedlion which I faw to the article, was,
that the Commander of the forces engaged to obtain
the releafe the Frenchmen, inftead of engaging to ufe

his good offices to obtain their releafe ; and he appears
to have directed, that an alteration might be made in this

article by his letter to Colonel Murray of the 29th of

Auguft, which I heard read to the Court.
It will be necelFary that I fliouldcall evidence to fup-

port part of this ftatement ; but I will trouble the Court
as little as poflible ; I have called no evidence yet ; and
I beg leave now to declare, that the Officers at home
from the army are here on leave of abfence, either on
account of their health or their private affairs ; and have
not been called, and are not detained by mc.

Sir Hew Dalrymple entered into fome explana-
tions of his Narrative, to which the obfervations of Sir

Arthur Weilefley weredlreftcd. He believed he did not

Itate pofitively, that General Kellermann had men-
tioned the infertion of Sir Arthur Wellefley's name in

the title of the Armiftice. He referred to his Narrative,

and it appeared only as a matter of which he had an
uncertain recolle£lion. It had appeared to him, that

Sir Arthur Weilefley was the pcrfon who ought to fign

the Armiftice, as Sir Harry Burrard did not command
any divifion, and took the leaft acStive part in the ar-

rangement. With refpecl to the Ruflian part of the

queftion, it was impoflible for him to recollect every

converfaticn which had taken place on that fubje£t. It

was probable that when Sir Harry Burrard arrived', he

would afllft him, and fupply his recolleftion where it

was deficient. But a circumftance which occurred at

the period this queftion wasdifcufTed with General Kel-
lermann, left a ftrong impreflion on his mind. When
he had feen Sir Charles Cotton off the Tagus, on his

arrival from Gibraltar, he was informed by him that he

had received much information from a Frenchman in

Lifbon, of the name of Calmis. On mention of this

name, he was convinced that he had heard it frequently

before, and indeed knew a French officer fo called.

When, therefore, General Kcllcrmaiin brought with
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him a perfon of that name, he viewed him very clofcly,

but could not recoUedl his features and perfon. Sir

Arthur Wellefley and General Kellermaun being en-

gaged in a difcufllon about the Ruffian fquadron, this

Calmis beckoned him to the window, repeating, like

the ftarling, the following exprellions of Kellermann,

v'lngt-quatre heures, dix mil.'e Rujfcs (twenty-tour hours,

ten thoufand Ruilians). At the window he told me in

bad Englifh he knew me well, that I did not fpeak

French, to wjiich I replied that 1 knew as much as I

wanted. He added, as in a confidential way. Take great

care not to offend the Ruffians, they love the Englifli

better than the French. Fie (Sir Hew) mentioned this

circumftance only to fhew in what manner the negotia-

tion was carried on. At all events he prefumed that

the letter of Sir Arthur Wellefley to the Bilhop of Oporto
would throw a light on his view of the ftipulation which
afFefted the Ruffian fquadron. He did not know the

contents of that letter, but that fuch an one exifted he

was convinced, from having in his polfeffion the anfwer
of the Biffiop, acknowledging the receipt, and which
came to his (Sir Hew's) hands, by being directed to the

Commander of the Britifh army. There were docu-

ments in the pofleffion of Government, but which were
not produced, that would prove the chara<9.cr which the

government of Oporto had allumed. They would alfo

prove, that fuch an aflumption of authority was ad-

mitted by a credential agent from this country, pro-

vifionally with his (Sir Hew's) affent. That alfent he
uniformly refufed, and to that refufal he attributed the

hoftility and obloquy with which he had been affiiiled

from that quarter.

Sir Arthur Wellesley could not take upon hiin-

felf to fay, whether he had ever written fuch a letter or

not. He was fure he had no copy of it. He had feen

a letter, purporting to be written by him to the Biffiop

of Oporto, in the newfpapers (vehicles of information

which appeared to know every thing concerning him).

But even in that letter, if written by him, the palTage

of •* nothing remarkable in the Convention," mufb
apply folely to the Portuguefe interefts, and not to thofe

of any other power.

In anfwer to a queftion from the PnESlDEijT^ Sir HeW
N 2.
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Dalrymple ftated, that he had not received, previous to

Ins dcpuriure from Lifbon, any return of the ftate of

the garrifons and forts on the Tagus. Fourteen hun-

dred Trench troops had arrived, afier evacuating Elvas,

the day he left i ortugal.

H'.- then received a number of wriiten queflions from

the Court, to vhich he was- to affix his anfwers.

Sir Arthur Wlllesley gave in a paper containing

the alterations which he propofed, in the Convention, but

which were not acceded toby Sir Hew Dalrymple.

Captain Bligh, of the Navy, examined:—Was
employed in afliftmg the landing and movement? of the

Briiiiri anrv, undtr the command of Sir Arthur Weilef-

ley, during the months of Auguit and September lafl.—

The (titTiculties of landing on that coa(t from the Tagus

to Opono were at all times very great, from the heavy

furf, but particularly during the time he aflifted in land-

ing the army under the command of Sir Arthur

Vv^eilefley. Between Mondego Bay and the Tagus there

'are not any bays or promontories where tranfports could

ride in fafety in boiflerous weather. Boats of the

country, obtained at Mondego Bay, could be carried to

the f uithward certainly ; but does not believe that they

would be of anyufe there. To the bed of his recollec-

tion, on the 25th of Auguft laft there was fuch a great

furf c)fF the beach as would have prevented the landing

provifions or heavy artillery from the boats.

Earl MoiRA—State ycur opinion of two or three days

previous to the 25th.— For the three days after the 21ft,

provifions or llores could have been landed; after that

time the ka rofe fo much that it was attended with ex-

treme danger and rifk.

Sir Arthur Wellesley declined to qtieftion this

witnefs.

Sir Hrw Dalrymple—What (hclier the Mondego
river Pro rds 'o (liipr; of greater draught ofwater than eleven

feet r and lum- are ihey iheltercdf rotn tlie wi-ids ?— Capb
Mon.Wgo alfords rheiter from the north winds, hut the

road.> arc open to the fouth-weff, the !r.o(l dangerous

wind that blows vn tliat coaft.

General P'erguson was called in. The President
handed to him a number of qucllions, which when he

had read, he would fay whether he pxefcncd giving an



CONVENTION OF CINTRA. 99

oral or written anfwer. The witnefs anfwered, that,

frbm the nature of the qtieftions, he wKhed to confider

them, and would prefer affixing written anfwers.

The Court adjourned at half paft two, till ten

o'clock on

Thurfday, November 9.4.

The Judge Advocate communicated to the Court,

that in confequence of fome obfervations, which on a

former day had fallen from Sir Hew Dalrymple, rela-

tive to a fuppofed letter, Written after the conclufion of

the Armiftice, to the Bilhop of Oporto, by Sir Arthur

Wellefley, he (the Judge Advocate) had conceived it his

duty to make an application to the office of the Secretary

of State, in order to afcertain whether there was any

copy of fuch document. The refult was, that no fueh

letter exi (led there.

Sir Hew Dalrymple ftated, in explanation, that

his obje6\, in alluding to this fuppofed letter, was to

prove, from the tenour of that communication, and from

the anfwer, that the Bifhop of Oporto had a different

opinion of the Armidice, on the 24th September, to

that which he fubfequently exprefl'ed on the 2i^th.

The Judge Advc^cate read the anfwer of Sir Ar-
thur Wellefley to the Narrative of Sir Hew Dalrymple.

Sir Arthur Wellesley fignified his intention to

examine Colonel Torrens, Captain Malcolm, and

Colonel Tucker.
Colonel Torrens examined by Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley :—Recoliedls that at daylight, on the morning of

the 23d, Sir Arthur V/ellelley mentioned to v/itnefs

the occurrences of the evening before, and faid, he had

figned the Ariniftice, by deiire of Sir Hew Dalrymp'e,

although he totally difapproved of many points in

it, and of the tone of language in which it was drawn up.

Sir Arthur ftated, that he dilapproved of the article

that provided for the neutrality of the Rnffians, and of

the forty-eight hoi:rs fuipenfion granted to the enefpy*

from the termination of the Armiltice, before holliliiies

Ihould recommence.
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Recolleds that Sir Arthur Wellefley did exprefs,

after he had a meeting with the Commander of the

forces, on his landing at Marceira, his regret, that it

was anparent he had not the confidence of the Com-
mander of the forces, or words to that efFedl.

Sir Arthur Wellefley told witnefs, that on the

landing of Sir Hew Dalrymple, he had gone to him to

reprefent the neceffity of the army advancing, at the

fame time fl:ating his reafons for thinking fuch advance

iieceflary. That Sir Hew Dalrymple's reply was, that

he had but juft arrived, and was confequently unable to

form any judgment on the matter. Upon which an

Officer of the Staff fpoke apart to Sir Hew Dalrymple,
and then followed Sir Arthur Wellefley, and told him,

that it was the defire of the Commander of the forces,

that he (hould make preparations for the march of the

army, and give what orders he thought necelfary for it.

That Officer of the Staff was Colonel Murray. Cer-
tainly did underftand from Sir Arthur Wellefley that

Colonel Murray had urged the neceflity of an advance,

to the Commander of the forces, in confequence of

having had a conference with Colonel Murray, on the

fubje£l; but witnefs cannot recall to his recolle£lion>

whether or not Sir Arthur Wellefley told him he bad

this conference with Colonel Murray, after he had urged

the matter to the Comntrander of the forces.

Sir Hew Dalrymple declining to put any quellions

to Colonel Torrens,

Captain Malcolm, of the Donegal, was ex-
amined by Sir Arthur Wellefley :—Recolleds Sir Arthur
Wellefley's interview with the Commander in Chief,

on the morning of the 25th of Auguft ; recollects his

having recommended to the Commander in Chief to

announce to General Junot the termination of the fiif-

penfion of hoftilities, in forty-eight hours, without

reference to the detail which he had received of the fen-

timents of the Admiral, refpeding the article of the

Armiftice which regarded the Ruflians; leaving General.

Junot to renew the negotiation, if he thought proper.

On witnefs going into the room, Sir Hew Dalrymple
informed Sir Arthur Wellefley that the Admiral would
not agree to that part of the Armiftice regarding the

RuflTian fleet. Sir Arthur replied, that he thought as
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much. Sir Hew then afked Sir Arthur Wellefley what
fteps he thought it moft advifable to take. Sir Arthur
thought it would be beft to inform Junot, in general

terms, that the Admiral difapproved of the Armiftice,

as he, Sir Arthur, faw no neceffity for pointing out the

particular article to which he objected. Sir Arthur

Wellefley alfo propofed that General Junot (hould be

told that the ftifpenfion lliould be at an end in forty-eight

hours, leaving it to him to fay whether it fhould be re-

newed or not.

Sir Hew Dalrymple did not wifh to put any

queftinns to Captain Malcolm.
Sir Hew Dalrymple next produced the paper of

interrogatories, which on the laft day he had received

from thfe Board for the purpofe of affixing written

anfwers. The anfwers were, for the moft part, an-

ticipated in the narrative of his proceedings from the

time when he took the command of the Britifh army in

Portugal, and went to eftablifli the following fa£ls ;—
That on his landing on the 22d, at Marceira, he repaired

to the quarters of Sir Harry Burrard.and fixed the head-

quarters in thelame houfe. That he had pafled the day

in converfation with that officer, principally upon the

details of the adition of the day before, which that officer

had witnefled. He did not receive any reports from him
of the ftate of the artillery or commifTariat, nor of the-

fuppofed ftrength of the French garrifons in the various

forts of the Tagus, or in the vicinity of Lifbon. He
was told of the debilitated ftate of the horfes attached to

the brigades of artillery ; but he at firft fuppofed their

exhaufted condition arofe from fatigue, and not from
their total unfitnefs for the fervice from the beginning.

He alfo learned, that there was a fcarclty of military

ftores, and that the army depended upon the vi£luallers

for fupplies, and the vi61uallers upon the weather.

When he faw Sir Arthur, in the courfe of the fame day,

that officer gave him, as far as he could recollect, no
new information. An advance of the army was re-

commended by Sir Arthur, to take place in the morn-
ing. In the mean time, General Kellermann arrived

at the out-pofts. He fent Colonel Walker of the 50th

regiment to bring him in. He believed that Kellermann
produced his full powers to treat. Sir Hew called in
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Sir Harry Burrard and Sir Arthur Wellefley,' tQ-iflift-

rn the negctiition. Sir Hany did not appear to take
an adive part ; but hir Arthur did ; and rr.oft cordially

coi'.curred in the propriety ot treating for she evacuation

of Portugal by the Frerch. The difcudion oT the

Treaty was ihort. The benefits to be derived, and the

difiiculties ro be avoided, by 3".eeingto the Convention,
v/cre detailed at length. His reafun for acceding to an
unlimited fufpenfion of holtiiities was, Uiat in the

mean iin,e the army undt-r Sir John Moore ihould tffe£t

its debarkation, an objcd: ht.- isad very much at heart.

When tlie articles of the Armiftice were arranged, he
certainlv did get up to fign it, but he triifted the Court
would do hitn the juitice to believe, that he would not

fign without previoufly reading, and con\Ir.cing himfelf,

that the document accorded with the agreement. When
fubltqnenily the Convention, as agreed upon by Colonel
Murray and General Kellermann, was fent for ratifica-

tion, he did alfemble the Lieutcnant-Generals of the

army, but not to conditutea Council of War. He did

jiot thir k the cafe required that meafure, although he

was always .inxiou? to render the abilities and knowledge
of fuch excellent officers fubfervient to the great interefls

cf their country in exigent cafes, but particularly in the

arduous ar)d unexpe6led fituation in which he was. By
adling fo, he never fancied that he was not fubjeS to

the f )le refponfibility, nor was he inclined to give up

his own conviclion. bv a ftrvile fubtriidlon to the opinions

cf ethers. He defcribed the particular movements of

the army, from the 22d of Augull to the 5th of Septem-

ber. The co'.r»try froiti Torres Vedras to LiAon, in

the road which he marcJ.cd, was open, but the heights

were difficult of ofcenf, particularly for ordnance, and

therefore made it necellary to have ftrong horfcs. It

was fo open that -every n^.o-v^nient of cavalry was dif-

cemible, .md cavalry C(M;ld confequently fully acl. The
garrifon of Elvas and its dtpendencies confided of 1400
men. He had received no returns of the garrifons in

the other forts. The (ttuatvon of the Caftle of Lifbon

is conr.manding, but the old works were o{ no great

ilrength ; the new were con(lru<5ltJ by the French,

and were direfled againft the town iifelf. Lifbon was,

ht underftood, v/cll fup[^lied with provifions. The con-
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traftor who provided for the French, had, previous to

Sir Hew's departure from Lifbon, contraded to fupply

the Britifh army on its march towards the Spaniili fron-

tier ; and the contradlor did not apprehend any impedi-

ment to exift againft the fulfilment of his contra£t*

The Earl of Moira then put feveral queOions to Sir

Hew Dalrymple, explanatory of the anfwers he had

given to the written interrogatories.

Sir Arthur Wellesley aflced permiffion to put

the following queftions to Sir Hew Dalrymple, which

was granted.

Did you ever communicate to me the contents of the

Secretary of State's letter to you, relative to me, which
you read to the Board ?—Certainly not.

What were the lines of communications and pofitions

left in the hands of the enemy, in confequence of my
adoption of the line of advance to Lifbon by the fea-

coall ?—Of this great meafure I had formed my opinion

before I landed in Portugal ; and, confequently, the

members of this Court, who are much better judges

than I am, may well know what degree of weight is at-

tached to the obfervation^

Do you recoiled my giving you any ftatcment on the

23d inftant, relative to the memorandum I gave Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Murray ?— I refer to my former anfwer.

I do not recolle£l that you did ; but I know Lieutenant-

Colonel Murray got the memorandum from you. li

you are anxious, I will admit I did receive the flate-

ment from you, although my memory does not tell me I

did.

Do you recolle£l the propofition made by Genera!

Kellermann, on negotiating the Armifticc, refpc(Sing

the Ruffian fleet being allowed to return to the Baltic?

—I cannot fay that I remember fuch a propofiiion being

made by General Kellermann, on negotiating the Ar-
miftice, but I am fure it was not (Irongly urged, or long

difcufled, for if it had, it would have made an impreflioa

on my memory,
Major-General Ferguson was then called in, and

read his replies to the queftions propofed to him on

Tuefday, and which were repealed by the Judge-Advo-
cate. They were to the following effe£l :—

•

Have yoii a general knowledge of the fituaiion of the

o



104 ENQUIRY INTO THE

BritiHi army, and of the means by which it could have
been fupplied, in advancing by the coaft, to any further

oprraiion? ; as aifo of the ftrength and fituation of the

enemy oppofcd to itr—My duty confined me to my bri-

Ejade, and inv obfervations therefore weie very limited.

V/ith refpedl to fupplies, I had found them regular.

My men had three or four days provifion of bifcuit in

their knapfacks, and there were three days more provi-

fions for them on mules. Refpedling the country I can
only fay* that the part which the Britifli occupied pof-

fePed few refources for forige. I had no opportunity

of accurately afcertaining the ftrength of the enemy.
They appealed to me to be about 14,000 men. After

the action at Vimiera they retired in great diforder.

Dees not know the llrcngth of the enemy in the forts

of the Tagus.
Does nut know their ftrenfth in the other forts, what

ftrong I rTitions they had in their power, ana what it

was likely they had the intention of occupying ^ it is im-

poffible for him to conjecture what was intended by the

French.

Never had an opportunity of minutely examining
the caflle of Lifbon ; but as far as he could judge, it

did not feem capable of making any formidable refift-

ance.

Had the French been matters of Lifbon, and had they

been afTifled by the Ruflians, the Britifh could not have

prevented ihem from crojllng the river.

Has no reafon to think that a French army would
have a£led differently from any other army, under fimilar

circumftances.

Any city mufl fuffer from a fiege. Does not fee why
Lifbon is more open to injury than every other place.

If Lifbon had been befieged, much properly muft

certainly have been deftroyed.

The Convention relieved Portugal from the Frencli

troops ; and fet at liberty a large difpofable Britifli force.

After the furrendcr of Du Pont, cannot imagine that the

Spaniards had any apprehenfion of the French army in

Portugal.

The enemy in Portugal were mofb completely dif-

heartened by their defeat in the field. The artillery

|>ofrefrcd by the BritiHi army were nine-pounders. They
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were not in general capable of making an imprefTion on

fortifications.

Had Sir John Moore's army been at Cintra, in his

opinion the retreat of the French to Almeida would
have been entirely cut off.

Sir Hew Dalrymple was again examined by the

Court.—On the 4ih of September firfl: tranfmitted the

Definitive Treaty. Only fent a copy of it in French :

it was difcuifcid and executed in French.

Major-General Spencer was then called. The
Prefident handed him feveral written interrogatories,

which he read, and informed the Court he would give

in written anfu^ers to them.

The Deputy Judge Advocate read a general re-

port of the ftate of Fort St. Julien and the adjacent forts,

dated 28th Sept. 1808.

The Court adjourned at a quarter paft three o'clock^

until ten o'clock on the morning of

Saturday, November l6.

Brigadier-General Acland was firft called in. A
number of queftions had been previoufly prepared and

handed to him, and he now came forward with the an-

fwers ready in writing. The queftions were in a great

meafure fimilar to thofe put to Major-General Fer-

gufon. He ftated that he joined Sir Arthur Wellefley's

army on the morning of the 21ft. Kad no great know-
ledge of the fituation of the country, having only landed

with his brigade that morning, but believed the re-

fources of the country were few. Did not know the

flate of the forts on theTagus, nor of thofe in the neigh-

bourhood of Lifbon, though he underftood the pofition

of Lifbon to be ftrong. Of the ftrength of the caftle

could not fpeak, never having examined it.

Suppofing the French to have been driven back to

Lifbon, believed they could not, with the afliftance

which they might derive from the crews of the Ruffian

fhips and boats, have been prevented from crofTing the

Tagus, and elfe£ling their retreat to Elvasand Almeida.
-—Believes the French, fituated as they were in their

pofition of Torres Vedras, would not have confented to

O 2
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lay down their arms as prifoners of war. Believes they

would not have fubmitted to that alternative, even if

forced back to Lifbon by the operations of the Britiflt

army. Suppofing the cafe to have been reverfed, and

the Britilli placed in a fimilar fituation to that in which
the French were, is certain the Britiih would not have

fubmitted to fuch terms. Does not think, from the cha-

ra<5ler of the French General and his army, that they were
determined not to ftirrender.

Lifbon, he continued, muft have fufFered both in the

perfons and properties of its inhabitants, from the ope-

rations which the Brittfh army, jealous of its honour,

mull have carried on. The advantages of the Convention

were—That it delivered Portugal from the opprefTion

of a French army—put an end to the ravages of war

—

allowed the flcie-ihips, which might not have been fafc

off the coaft, to enter the river—and releafed 4000
Spanilh troops. It allowed the Britiih army to enter

Spain, and fent the French force to a port of France re-

mote from the Spanilli frontier. He was not prepared

to fay if any other meafure could have produced thefe ad-

vantages, but they were fecured by the Convention.

The French were completely difheartened by the defeat

of the 21ft of Auguft. The artillery of the largeft ca-

libre v/ere nine pounders, which were not adequate to

attack thegarrifons or forts on the Tagus. There was

130 heavy artillery fubfequently broBght up. Did no<

believe that the pofition of Santarem, occupied by the

army mider Sic John Moore, would have prevented the

"retreat of the enemy,
Major-General Spencer examined:—He joined Sir

Arthur Wellelley on the 5th of Auguft, and was with

him in the battle of the 21ft. Had not particularly no-

TJced the general defence about Lifbon, but knew that

the pofitions there, and the forts of the Tagus, were
itrong. Of ihe caftle of Lifbon could fpeak with par-

ticular conGJonce, having examined it. Agreed with

Brigadier-General Acland, that the French would not

have confented, either in their pofition of Torres Vedras,

nor even if forced back to Lifbon, to furrender prifoners

of war. Had no rcafon to fuppofe that the conduit of

the French commander and his army would not, with

refpcdl to Lifbon and its inhabitants, be influenced by
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d)e fame confideration which would have a£luated other

commanders and armies, in fimilar fituations. Alfo

agreed with the fame officer as to the advantages obtained

by the Convention, which, whether they might or might

not have been gained otherwife, were advantages which
had, unqueftionably, refulted, either diredlly or confe-

quently, from the treaty concluded with the French

General. Could not take upon him to fay, whether

«qual advantages might have been obtained independent

of the Convention, the refults of military operations

being neceflarily uncertain. The immediate confequence.

of the Convention, however, was to relieve the Britifli

army ferving in Portugal, and to render it difpofable for

the fervice of the Spaniards, while the French were to

be landed in a territory remote from the Spanilh frontier.

The nature of the country would not allow of heavy ar-

tillery being brought up. Nine-pounders, which was
the largeft calibre they had along with them, could

make no impreflion on the fort of St. Julien. The
Tagus being fordable a little above Santarem, believed

that the occupation of that pofition by Sir John Moore's

army would have materially interrupted, though it could

not have completely prevented the retreat of the enemy
by Elvas. Had ferved in the campaign in Egypt in

i8oi, and confidered the Conventions by which the

French evacuated Alexandria and Cairo fimilar to the

Convention of Cintra. At the time of the Conv^ention

for the furrender of Alexandria, it could not have held

out for more than four days. The country was in full

poflTeflion of the Britilh and Turks, which was not the

cafe with Portugal at the period of concluding the Con-
vention of Cintra. The terms, in the former cafe,

however, were as favourable, all attendant circum-

llances confidered, as in the latter. They were fimilar

in all material points—men, baggage, artillery, am-
munition, &c.

In anfwer to Sir Arthnr Wellefley.—The Alfred, a
74-gun (hip, was ordered, at Sir Arthur Wellefley's

ivilh, for the exprefs purpofe of fupplying the army
with whatever heavy ordnance the Commander in

Chief might require. Was aware, that before the army-

was in a fituation to attack Peniche, or any other forti-

fied place, the ordnance ftorefhip loaded with ammuni-
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tion, with twenty-foiir pounders, with heavy mortars,

and with ftores for thea"!, had joined the fleet in charge

of the Allred a long time before it could have been re-

quired.

EarlMoiRA alked Sir Arthur Wellefley—Had you'

any artillery mounted on travelling carriages in the ord-

nance ftoreOiip r—There were mortars, but no heavy

artillery.

Brigadier-General Nightingale, without any
material difference, corroborated the ftatement of the

other General Officers who preceded him ; adding, that

the Britilh army could not have enfured fafety to the in-

habitants of Lifbon, had the Convention not been agreed

to. IJe fo far differed, however, from the other offi-

cers who had been examined today, as to declare it to

be his opinion, that Sir Jo!m Moore might, in the po-

fitionmcntioned, have prevented the retreat of the French

to Elvas. ,

Captain FKEVALy of the Engineers, examined.

He Hated that Lifbon was better defended by its

ftrong pofitions than by its works ; it was open on al-

molf every fide. There were new works confiruded by

the French, but they were directed againlf the town, or

for the proiedion of the fhips in the river. He had

not, however, had time to examine thetn. The fort

of St. Julien was ffrong againft a regular ficge, for which

much time would have been required ; but a breach

might, in his opinion, have been effedlcd in about a

week, and the place carried by florm ; for which fervicc

there would have been waiting twelve pieces of heavy

artillery, two mortars, and tv\o howitzers. The fort

of Cafcaes was kTs defenfible by land. Of Peniche he

had no accurate knowledge, but conlidered it very (Ircng

both by land and fca.

Sir Arthur VVellesley obferved, that it was his

wifli to put -queftions to Captain Preval, refpcding

fome converfation he had with French officers ; but as

other officers had not arrived, he did not conceive the

prefent the proper time.

LordMoiKA.— It is bcf! to poflpone any examina-

tion which could, even by implication, affetSt Sir Harry

Burrard.

Sir Hew Dalrymplu, in anfvver to a queftion from
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Earl Moira, ftated, that had there been any heavy'artil-

lery or travelling carriages landed at Mondego, they

could not be brought forward to the army.

Earl Moira next queftioned Sir Arthur Wellefley :

Had there been artillery with travelling carriages, they

could not have been brought forward with the army from
Mo-ndego .—The roads throughout Portugal are very

bad and very narrow ; fliould think that it would have
been very difficult to bring forward heavy artillery or

travelling carriages, even by the employment of a large

quantity of horfes to draw them ; but the Court would
be aware, from his Narrative, and from the anfwers
given to queftions before put, that there were horfes

with the army only in fufficient numbers to draw the

field train.

Lieutenant-Colonel Tor R ENS was examined by Sir

Arthur Wellefley, relative to his delivering to Sir Hew"
Dalrymple the copy of the Memorantliim of Inltruc-

tions, written by Sir Arthur Wellefley, and delivered to

General Murray, for his condu6l in concluding the Con-
rention, wiiich Sir Hew Dalrymple admitted the receiot

of on the lafl: fitting.

Sir Hew Dalrymple z{ked Lieutenant-Colonel

Torrens if herecoUeded whenBrigadier-GeneralCharles

Stewart joined the army ?

He anfvvered, on the evening of the 23d or 24th of

Auguft.

The President ftated, that the Court was adjourned

until the arrival of Sir Harry Burrard, who was exped;cd

daily, nay, hourly; but that when he did arrive, it

would be neceflary that he Ihould have fome time to pre-

pare his narrative.

The Court adjourned at a quarter paft twelve o'clock to

Tucfdai/, December 6.

The Court refumed its functions at the accuftomed
hour, and fat a very fliort time. Neither Sir Harry
Burrard, nor any of the other Generals, whofe condU(^
is the fubje£f of enquiry, attended.

Adjourned to
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Tuefday, December 13.

The proceedings commenced by the reading of* a
letter from Sir Hew Dalrymple to Sir Charles Cotton,
in which the operations of the Britifh army during the

battle of Vimiera were defcribed, together with the fub-

fequent ArmilUceand Convention.

Sir Arthur Wellesley then came forward, and
read as follows :

" General Sir David Dundasy
*
' Aly Lords and Gentlemeny

<* Having been out of town, at Brighton, I did not

receive till my return yefterday afternoon, the letter of
the Judge Advocate General, of the loth of December,
ill which the Court have called upon me for a Narrative

«f all my proceedings, from the time I faw Lieutenant-

General Sir Harry Burrard on the 20th of Auguft, till

the morning of the 22d, when Lieutenant-General

Sir Hew Dalrymple arrived ; and an account of the

feveral interviews I had with, and the reports I made td

X.ieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard in that interval,

" I beg leave to inform the Court, that if the timer

which by accident has been allowed me to draw up this

Narrative, had been longer, I (hould have a{ked their

permillion to decline to make it in the prefent ftate of

their proceedings. I am perfedlly ready to anfwer ver-

bally, or in writing, any queftion which the Court
may put to me, and to give them every information in

my power \ but Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard

was my Commanding Officer; and it refts with him to

give fuch a narrative as he may think proper of all the

circumflances which occurred during the period before

referred to, and I have no doubt whatever that it will be

perfedlly correal.

" I may poffibly feel it necefTary afterwards, to addrefs

obfervations to the Court, and to call certain witneffes

before them ; for which 1 (hall hope for their indul-

gence."

Sir Harry Burrard then read a Narrative, the pur-

port of which was as follows :

*« Adr. Preftdcnty and my Lords and Gentlemen

y

** In obedience to your commands, I attend the Board

of Enquiry this day, and I have now the honour of fub-

tnitting to your confideration a narrative of my pro-
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ceedings and condii<fi, with refped to His Majefty's

arms in Portugul. On the 15th of July, I received a

notification fron Lieutenant-Colonc;! Gordon, that I

was to beempljyed, as fccond in command, in an ex-

.pedition, determined on by His Majefly's Government,
and begging that I would immediately wait on Lord
Caftlereagh. i ^vaited on his Lordlhip accordingly,

and underttood the expedition was deftined to adt irt

Spain or Po.rugHi, as circumftances (hould rcq'iire. On
the 2oth, I received a notification from theConmander
in Chief, t' at Hi^ M.-jefty had been gracioufly pleafed

toajipoint me fecond in command under Sir Hew Dal-
rymple, and with that notification I received a copy oT

my inftnidions, a liii of the Jtaif, and the amount of

the armv to be employed. On the 23d, 1 rectiived my
final ord;:rs from Lord Caillereagh i

on the 27th I em-
barked at Partfmouth ; and on the 31ft failed from that

port, it having previnifl^ been ftated to me, by the

Under Secretary of State, that Govern -nent was ex-
tremely impatient for my failing. The letter of the

Under Secretary of Staie alfo informed mc, that the

cavalry was that day embarking; in the river, and rdvifcd

me, if the artillery were not embarked at the period of
receiving the letter, to fail without it. I alfo received

a letter, previous to my leaving Portfmouth, from Lord
Caftlereagh, intimating a wi(h, before I proceeded to

the fouth of Portugal, that I ihoiild touch at Oporto, or

fend fome confidential agent there to collect what in-

formation I could upon the matters connected .with the

fervice.

" In confequence of the ^infavourable ftate of the

weather, the Audacious, in which I failed, was kept

beating about the Ch:innci ; but on the i5th of Auguft
we arrived off Cape Finifterre, when I fh-fted mv (faff

from the Audacious to the Brazen lioop ol ;var. Oa
the following day I arrived at Oporto, where I learned

that Sir ArthurWelieilpy, after havino; being reinforced by

General Spencer's divifion, haJ landed at Mondego Bay.

I proceeded immediately on my vova^^e, anJ arrived atf

Mondego Bay on the i8th. It was my intention to have

difembarked at that place, and to have fent Sir John
Moore to theTagus wit'i his divifion, with a view to take

the enemy in the rear ; but I found a variety of obilacles

p
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in the way. In the firft place, Sir Arthur Welfefley

had fvvept the country of every fpecies of conveyance ;

and though ihe people were difpofed to aflifl: the Britifh

arms, they had not the ability. Carriages we could

find none, the ftreams were all dry, and with refpe£t to

provifions, we fhould have been m a very precarious

flate. I made all poffible enquiries after the 150 mules,

promifed by theBifhop of Oporto, but none had arrived,

nor could any account of them be gained. It would
have been equally imprudent, at that time, to have

landed part of the reinforcements ; for had Sir John
Moore's brigade been difembarked, it would have taken

time to equip that brigade, with a view of marching
into the interior, and would befides have [placed the co-

lumns at fuch a diftance, that a want of co-operation,

muft necelTarily have been felt. I therefore rcfolved on
proceeding to fome other point of debarkation. On the

19th, at night, we fpoke a difpatch-boat,which Informed

us that Sir Arthur Wellefley had had a fmart adlion with
the enemy on the 17th, and had fuftained fome iofs, but

not adequate to that of the enemy. Having no caufe to

doubt the truth of this information, I directed Sir John
Moore to return and land at Mondego Bay, in

order that he might be enabled to fupport Sir Arthur
Wellefley, fhould he be obliged to fall back, or to aflifl

him to profecute further advantages. By the fame boat,

I gained information that Peniche was in the hands of

the enemy, and that it would be impracticable to land

with fafety fouth of that fort. [Sir Harry Burrard

then dcfcribed the order in which he propofed landing

his troops.] On the 20th, when I was about to

difembark, Sir Arthur Wellefley came off from the

Ihore ; and, when on board, in prefence of Brigadier-

General Clinton, and others of the Staff, told mc of the

adion f>f the 17th, and faid it was his intention to ad-

vance the next morning. I was of opinion thai it was
not expedient to adopt that intention, efpecially as ha
had communicated to me the difliculties the army la-

boured under, from the want of cavalry and artillery

horfes, and the impraiSlicability of moving the army to

any confiderablc tiillance from the viClualling Ihips. The
decifion I came to, namely, that the army fhould halt,

was a Xerious one, but, in my mind, amply juflified b/
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the conHderatlons oppofed to its advance. The enemy
greatly out-numbered the Britifh in cavalry, and the

nearer they approached the defences furroundingLifbon,

the nearer \vere they to their refources. In fuch a ftatp

of things, had the Britifli army received a check, the

difafters might have bee» incalcuhible. I therefore

thought it mofi: proper to defift from an advance till a

jundlion was formed with the remaining part of the

Eritilh army.—[Here Sir Harry Burrard defcribed the

relative ftrength cf the feveral forts on the Tagns, and in-

ferred, that while the Britifh troops were engaged in

reducing thefe forts, the enemy might have fought them
under great advantage ; and further, had Sir Charles

Cotton been compelled to put to fea with his fleet, the

imprefilon upon the forts could have been very trifling, as

the army had no heavy artillery or battering ammunition.
The furf too might have cut off the provilions.]—Under
all thefe circumftances, as 1 have before Hated, I thought

it prudent the army (hould halt, and I felt great fatisfac-

tion that my brother officers, whofe talents and expe-

rience were unqueftjonable, concurred with me in the

propriety of that opinion. On the morning of the 21ft

1 landed, and prefently heard a firing towards Vimiera.

I was convinced the enemy had foreltalled the necefliiy

of the advance ©f the Britifh army, by commencing aa
attack themfclves. 1 underftood that Sir Arthur Wtllef-

ley was on the left of the army, and I ihortly after joined

him on the heights. I had a few words of explanation

with him, and I had fuch rcafon to be fatisfied with the

difjpofitions hehadmade^ that I direded him to go on,

and complete the bufinefs he had fo fuccefsfujly and Cp

happily begun. By thus direfling hi^n to proceed, I

imagined 1 was exercifing one of the functions of

a Commander in Chief, and I held myfelf refpon-

fible for the ilTue. Soon after the French gave way,
^nd, in lefs than two hours, they were every where re-

pulfed. At this moment I was informed that no ad-

vantage could be expefted from the fortuguefe cavalry
j

and on Sir Arthur Wellelley's fuggefting the propriety of

the troops advancing, I anfwered, that I faw no rcafon

for changing my hrlt opinion, and that it was better

the army ftiould wait the arrival of reinforcements.

During the engagement, I had obferved the inability of
P 2
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the artillery horfes, and a want of celerity in their move-

ments. I alfo noticed large bodies of the enemy's ca-

valry moving in different dirt6tions, and to the lefi a body

of mfantry, which had not been engaged. Thefe, and

other circiimftances, formed tny determination, and

Generals Murray and Clinton faid I had well deter-

mined. It alfo appeared to ine that the enemy's plan of

attack was ill adyifed and ill Aipported. Had we been

more advanced, we fhoiild have been more expofed. I

therefore thought it better to halt and refrefli the men,

and to get the wounded on board the fhips.—General

Acland's brigade had been up all night, and the reft of

the army v. as under arms before daylight. Of
thefe difadvaniages the enemy might have profited had

we advanced, as they knew the country, and v>'eie in

"policllion of its reloiirces ; but the principal reafons

were what I have already ftaied, and the neceflity of

getting the wounded ofFthe field of banle. On the 22d

Sir Arthur Wellefley came to rne from Peniche, and in-

formed me that Sir Hew Dairymple had arrived. I

went to the out-pofts, and found the French General

K^llermann advancing with a flag of truce ; and of the

tranfadlions fubfequent thereto, the Court, 1 prefume,

is already in poflellion."

Sir Hakry Burr ARDexamined.—(The queftionsand

anfwers were in wri'inp. )—Sir Arthur V\'ellefley had in-

formea him that the army was in good condition, except

as to cavalry, artillery, &c. Had no mefTage from Sir

Arthur Wellefley during the night of the 20th of Au-
guft. Sir Arthur Wellefley on the 21ft propofcd to him

to advance, ai^d he had anfwered as before. The French

had as many of their troops in battle us were difpofable.

It was diTiCult to afcertain their exa£i number, but

fuppoftd they might be from 16 to 17,000 ftrong, in-

cluding cavalry. Before the arrival of Sir Hew Dai-

rymple, knew the Hate of the army only generally.

Undi:f!ood that there was a deficiency of ammunition,

caval.y, artillery, and of horfes ior the Commill'ariat.

As to the quantity or the quality of the provifions, w'as

rot diftinctly informed. T!:e enemy was in force at

Torres Vcuras, and from Torres Vedras to Mafra was

the ftrongett pafs he had ever feen. When Sir He#
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Dalrymple arrived, ftated to him his reafons for not

advancing.

In anfwer to a queftion from Lord Moira :—Thought
the troops required refrefhment. Thefrench troops

muft have been under arms much earlier than the Eng-
lilh, as they marched to the attack.

Sir Hew Dalrymple declined putting any queftion

to Sir Harry Burrard.

Sir Harry Burrard queftioned by Sir Arthur

"Wellefley.—Did hear that it was the ftanding order in

the army while under Sir Arthur Wellelley's command,
that the troops, when ordered to march, fhould cook a

day's provifions. The troops, therefore, being ordered

to march on the 21ft, would have in their haverfacks

during the a£lion of the 2i(V, the provinons for that

day. Sir Arthur Wtllefley ftaled, on the 20th, that

he intended to march on the following morning, and

probably that he had ordered the army to advance. Does
remember that Sir Arthur Wellefley faid fomething to

him on the fubjeft of a purfnit ; but if he recolledls, it

was to purfue on the left, where the ground was open,

and the enemy would have had a great advantage from

their fuperiority in point of cavalry—General Fergufon's

brigade was then much advanced. Recolle(3s that the

ground in front of the pofition of Generals Fane and

Anftruther's brigades was bounded by a hill covered with

pine-trees, to which the right flank of thofe brigades

would have been expofed if they had purfued that part

of the enemy's army which had been engaged with them
and defeated by them. Was informed that Generals

Fane and Anftruther were not to follow the enemy, and

that the order had been given them before they were en-

gaged.—Whether Sir Arthur Welleflty or fomebudy elfe

told him, does not know. Does recolleft that the plan,

according to which Sir Arthur Wellefley propofed to him
to purfue the enemy, and follow up the advantages, was
to move the brigades on the right, namely, thofe of

Generals Hill, Fane, and Anftruther, upon Torres

Vedras, by the high road. Does not remember that it

was part of the plan to follow the beaten enemy with the

other five brigades, and the Portuguefe troops. Did
confiderthe marching to Torres Vedras, and the purfuit

of the enemy with the left, as one and the fame plau.
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Saw a corps of General Fergufon's brigade too far ad-
vanced and in a run, and ordered it to halt.

In anfwer to Lord Moira :—General Fergufon was
fo far advanced that the corps was in danger of being
cxpofed to the enemy's cavalry, before other troops cam«
up to his afliftance.

In anfwer to Sir Arthur Wellesiey:—Thinks
the attack on the 7ifl and 82d regiments was the lad of
the adion, and after that it was, that he decided that

the enemy fhould not be purfued. Believes that the 36th
and the 40th regiments were in the fame brigade as the

^ifl, and on the faine ground, and this brigade was
fupported by the 29th, and again in the rear by the

brigades of Generals Bowes and Adon, all in columns
of brigades, throughout the action ; and at the clofe of
the adlion, by that of General Craufurd ; but cannot

exadly fpeak to the pofition of the Portuguefe troops,

on the left.

Qiiedion to Sir Harry Burrard, by the Court.—Was
the high road to Torres Vedras on the right nearer than

that which muft have been taken by the enemy who had

been engaged on the left ?

A. I cannot anfwer that queftion at prefent : the map
now fliewn to me gives a ditfcrent idea of it from what
I had in viewing the ground.

The fame queftion to Sir Arthur Wellefley —I think

it was. The enemy muft have gone round by Toledp

to Torres Vedras, while our right could have marched

by the diredl road from Vimiera.

Court to Sir Arthur.—Had our troops followed up

ihc-ir firft fticcefs, coiild the left wing have been em-
ployed to pnrfuc thofe troops which had been engaged

with our right r—The enemy's left, which was engaged

on our right, retired by a road which leads along the

heights towards Lourinha, thereby increafmg their dif-

lance from Torres Vedras, on a different lide of the

valley from that on which our left ftood, and began to

retire at much about the fame time that the attack began

with our left wing ; confequcntly the left could not

have been immediately employed to purfue thofe troops

which had been engnged with our right. Thofe troops,

i believe, continued in confufion, in the woods which

were on their fide of the valley^ during 9 confiderabk
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part of the day ; and this confufion was confiderably in-

creafed, and its duration lengthened, by the attack made
by our cavalry. Had we advanced at that moment, there

was great probability of their being completely routed.

Queftion by General Nicols.—Was there, in your

opinion, a probability of intercepting any part of th«

enemy's forces, if our troops had advanced ?—I certainly

think, that if the left wing had followed up its advan-

tages as I propofed, not only many would have been

taken belonging to the left wing of the French army,
but likewife belonging to the right, and that the whole
of it was in fuch confufion, that, giving them full credit

for great facility and difcipline in forming, after having

been broken, it would have been very difficult, if not

impoffible, for them to have formed again on the 21ft.

When the enemy were beaten on the left, went to Sir

Harry Burrard, and propofed to him to purfue them.

Did not do this in the way of renewing the difcuffion

which he had had with him in the Brazen, on the pre-

ceding evening, but from a confideration of the advan-

tages our troops had gained. Told him that this was
his time to advance ; that he ought to move the right

wing to Torres Vedras, and purfue the beaten enemy
on the left—that we had twelve days' provifions, and
plenty of ammunition to advance in purfuit without in-

convenience. But Sir Harry Burrard thought differ-

ently for the fame reafons he had ftated the night be-

fore, anddelired to halt the troops on tlie ground they

then occupied. By this time the 7 lO: and Sad regiments
"were in advance, but not in danger, the 4Gth and 36th

being immediately in their rear, on the fide of the

valley, and the other troops formed in fucceflion for

their fupport. Shortly afterwards, the lait attack was
made by a body of the enemy's infantry on the 71ft and
82d regiments, which repulfed it, as ftated in his report

to Sir Harry Burrard, and after that General Fergufon
fent his Aid-de-Camp, Captain Mellilh, to inform him,
Sir Arthur Welledey, of the great advantage which
might be derived from the continuation of our advance ;

Sir Arthur Wellefley fent Captain Mellifli to Sir Harry
Burrard to endeavour again to prevail on him to allow us
to continue our advance.

Sir Arthur Wellefley confiJered the two propoii*
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tipns matle by him to Sir Harry Burrard, on the

evening of the 20th, and on the 21ft, on the field of
battle, to continue in purfuit of the advantages already

gained by the Britifh, as having in contemplation the

fame plan of operations. He certainly did not recom-
mend the purfuit of the French as of a fugitive army,
though they undoubtedly were in great confufion. That
if the enemy had marched to Torres Vedras they would

have been cut cfF from Lifbm by the neareft road to that

place. If they had retired on Torres Vedras in a ftate

of confufion, they would have been between two bodies

of our troops. If they had chofen to go round to Lif-

bon, by way of Villa Franca, they might have done fo;

but conceived that an army in that fituation, followed,

even at a flow rate, by a vidorious enemy, was abfo-

lutcly incapable of forining, or appearing again in the

fhape of an army. The Britifli army muft have kept

in order, and preferved the connexion between one

corps and another in the propofed purfuit ; but by keep-

ing in order, does not mean that they muft at all times

have been formed in line. According to the order of

the enemy's battle, they had but 21 pieces of artillery

in the adion, of which we took 13. If their order of

battle was correct, which he believes it was, they had

eight pieces left. Does know that the referve of the

infantry of the enemy were engaged, from feveral cir-

cuinftances: ift, that he, Sir Arthur Welleflcy, faw

them in the battle, adly. Several prifoners of the re-

ferve were taken, and corroborated the fa<^. 3dly, Ge-
neral Kellermann commanded the referve, and informed

him they were engaged. 4thly, General Junot, who
commanded the army, told him he attributed the lofs

of the battle to the impetuofity of the referve, who
could not be reftrained. Laftly, he heard from many
French officers, that every corps of infantry in their anny

had that day been engaged. Knew it alfo from the pe-

riod at which they were introduced into the a<Elion ;

likcwifefrom the circumftance of the line of march by

which they approached, which was that of raw troops ;

and by comparing what he faw with the accounts given

him by the French officers of the line of attack adopted

for that corps of the French army. That fuch was the

fituation of the country, that any number of troops might
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have been concealed, who might have been deftined to

take part in the attack ; and it would have been difficult,

if not impofllble, for us to fee them
i
but he had feen

nearly all, if not the whole of the French troops on their

march in columns in the morning : and judging by the

number he faw, and comparing them with what he con-

ceived to be the number of troops fit foradion, did

not confider that they had any fuch troops, befides the

referve ; although it might have been polhble to conceal

fuch a body of troops in the hills. Muft alfo mentioti,

that he faw the tails of their columns. Should think

that the right of General Hill's brigade was not lefs than

two or three miles, poflibly three, from the left of Ge-
neral Fergufon's at the conclulion of the battle. Muft
obferve, that, from the nature of this adion, the right

and left wings of both armies were iuiconne£led ; th^t

a valley ran from the point, near where the adiop
finilhed, to Vjmiera, which feparated the left wing c^f

the Britifh army from the right, and alfo difconne£led

the two wings of the French army. At the fame time,

fuch was the nature of the country, and it was fo coni-

pletely occupied by the troops which were on it, which
troops were fo completely fupported by thofe on the(r

rear, that we could feel no inconvenience from this

circumftance. ^
General Spencer examined by Sir Harry Burrard itt-

Believes the diftance between the right of General Hill'^

brigade and the left of General Fergufon's, at the clo^
oftheadlion, was from two miles and a half to three

miles. The enemy were in order in two lines, imme-
diately on their retreating from the centre and lef^tqf

our pofition, about three miles off. Diftincftly faw (pr^e

line. Had noparticular reafon for knowing that the,
re-

ferve of the enemy's infantry were engaged that day.

Cannot pofitively fay whether the whole of the eneiriy s

infantry was engaged that day. That the artillery-

horfes performed the journey from Mondego Bay to

Torres Vedras, and as to particular prefs or pu(h,_ ^ny
exertion would have been irsade to overcome the diffif

culties which inight have prefented themfelves.
i
Did

Jiearthat the French at Torres Vedras had been joined

on the evening of the 21ft, by a body of aboin,|hree pf
four thoufand infantry. Underftood that the enemy re-
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treated with feven or eight pieces of cannon. If th^

Britifh army had rcfulved lo purfue the enemy on the

21 (I, the body of men necefTary to be left behind to col-

le(Sl and take care of the wounded, and fuch ftores as

the army couid not have done without, would depend
entirely on the judgment of the Commander of the

forces, who was alone competent to decide on that fub-

jecl. Does know that the diftance by the road near to

whi'h General Hill's brigade was placed, to Torres

Vedr^s, was about eight or nine miles. That the dif-

tance by the other road, at the time, by the left of our

pofition line, was about three miles farther. Has not

any knowledge of the ground between that and Torres

Vedras, except the general features. Thinks the ene-

my would have endeavoured to take their pofition at

Torres Vedras ; but in regard to any rifk the right would
incur by a fcparation of the columns, that muft reft with

the Commander of the forces, according to the difpofi-

tion he judged proper to make. Saw one line of the enemy
diltinclly formed about three miles off, in front of the

centre of our pofition, where it remained upwards of

an hour. Fir(t faw this line after the retreat. It was
after the attack on our centre and left had ceafed i can-

not fay immediately, but very foon after.

Q^ieitioned by Sir Arthur Wtllefley.—The time to

which witncfs alludes was after the attack on Generals
Anftruther's and Fane's brigades, ai)d after the whole
had ceafed. That line was formed to the northward,

near the read to Torres Vedras. Heard of a reinforce-

ment of infantry having joined the French in Torres
Vedras on the evening ot the 2ift; not from authority,

but it was the report in the camp. Was not prefcnt

when Sir Arthur Wellefley recommended Sir Harry
Burrard, on the field of battle on the 2ift, to continue to

purlue the advantages we had gained over the enemy

;

confidered the enemy to be fo completely beaten in the

centre and left, that he iliould have fupported Sir Arthur
V/ellelley in that mcafure.

Q^ieftioned by Earl Moira.—If you had had artillery-

horfes for conveying cannon, was the nature of the

ro:.ds fuch as would have enabled you to liave brought

up your artillery r— I think it would have been wiili

great difficulty llicy could have got on.
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General Ferguson examined by Sir Arthur Wellef-
Icy :—Was not prefent, on "the field of battle, on the

2ift of Auguft, when Sir Arthur Wellefley recom-
mended Sir Harry Buirard to continue the purfuit

6f the advantages gained over the enemy; was with

his brigade. Recolle6lf, after having received or-

ders to halt, that he fent a meflage to Sir Arthur
Wellelley by General Fergufon's Aid-de-Camp, Cap-
tain iVIellifh, informing Sir Arthur Wellefley that, if

allowed to continue to advance, he would gain import-

ant advantages. A column of the enemy completely

broken, and confiding of from about T500 to 2000 men,
had, in their confufion, got into a hollow, and were
thereby placed in that fitnation that they mi.^hL be cut

off from the main body, by an advance movement of

part of the corps under his command. As they had loft

all their artillery, and were in the very utmoft confufion,

it certainly was his opinion that it was important that

our army fhould continue to advance. Did not f°e ahy
troops of the enemy properly formed at the end of the

action. Some battalions of their infantry occafionally

halted, in liis opinion, to cover and carry off the booty,

Obferved them in fmall bodies, generally not more than

1 or 300 infantry. The greater part of their cavalry

appeared to be oppofed to our centre.

In anfwer to a queftion by Earl Moira t—One part of

his battalion was on the village of Pereganza, and the

other in the rear to fupport it. The village was the

laft place where the enemy had made a ftand, and they

had been driven frotn it by the brigade under his com-
mand. The enemy was then retiring in the greateft

confufion. The roads were fo bad, that he hardly

thought, had there been a fufficient number of artillery-

horfes, they could have brought the artillery forward.

Lord BuRGHERSH examined by Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley :—His Lordfliip was prefent v/hen Sir Arthur
Wellefley recommended to Sir Harry Burrard, on the

field of battle on the 21ft of Auguft, to continue in the

purfuit of the advantages gained by our armv over the

enemy. Was prefent during theconverfation Sir Arthur

Wellefley had with Sir Harry Burrard on the fame fub-

je6k, on the 20th. Recolleds Sir Arthur Wellefley's

recommending to Sir Harry Burrard to allow the army

0^2
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to move forward on the morning of the 21 ft. As a

reafon for that, Sir Arthur Wellefley mentioned that

tlie armies were fo near, as to make it no longer doubt-

ful that one of the two muft attack ; that by advancing,

the Britifh army would have to a£l on the offenfive, and,

in Sir Arthur Wellefley's opinion, would reach Mafra
before having recourfe to a general engagement; that by

reaching that pofition, they would be brought more im-

mediately in front of Lifbon, with which ground Sir

Arthur Wellefley was fo well acquainted as to make
him anxious to meet the enemy on it. As an objedlion

againfl: waiting for Sir John Moore's corps. Sir Arthur

Wellefley faid, ihat there muft be an interval of at leaft

ten days before It could be ferviceable. Does not per-

fe6lly recolle£l the manner in which Sir Arthur Wellefley

expreffed his defire to Sir Harry Burrard on this fubjeft,

but recolle£ls pcrfedly his prefling him to allow the

purfuit to be continued. That Sir Arthur Wellefley

itated that the right wing of our army was feveral miles

nearer to Torres Vedras than the enemy was ; that we
had four brigades which had not been engaged ; and

that Torres Vedras was the path by which the enemy
had retired. Does recoiled thrit Sir Arthur Wellefley

prcfled him to allow the right wing ofour army to drive

the U'.ft of the enemy back on Torres Vedras, faying at

the fame time, that in his opinion, by that movement,

no part of the French army would reach Lifbon.

Sir Arthur Wellesley expreffed his intention of

calling feveral other witneifes.

Adjourned till

fFed)2eJclay, December \4.

The Court refumed at half-pafl eleven o'clock.

The Deputy Judge Advocate read the various

letters and difpatches to wliich a reference was made
yeflerday in the Narrative of Sir Harry Burrard. They
principally confiftcd of the letters of Lord Caftlereagh

and General Stuart to Sir Harry Burrard, previous to

his failing from Portfmouth, together with the difpatches

of that officer off Pcniche to Sir John Moore at Cape

Mondego.



CONVENTION OF CINTRA. l»^

Sir Arthur Wellesley queftioned by Sir Harry
Burrard :—Does not recoUedl that the French cavalry

patrolled near the Britifh camp, on the night of Auguft

19th. They certainly did fo, very early on the morning
of the 20th. There was a divifion of the Britifh army
which had been detached at an early hour, on that

morning, under General Spencer, towards Lourinha, to

facilitate the jundlion of General Anftruther's brigade,

which had landed in a bay to the fouthward of Peniche.

This divifionwas polled upon a height between Lourinha
and Vimiera, and the F'rench cavalry patrolled veryclofe

to it. Thinks, under certain circumftances of country

and of pofition, it was poflible for an army to march,
and the march not to be known to the enemy, at tlie

diftance of nine miles, in lefs than two, if not three

hours. Torres Vedras is about eight or nine miles from
Vimiera. The Britifh army was always under arms an
hour before daylight. There are crofs roads between
Vimiera and Torres Vedras. That in thefe roads were
mountainous torrents which created very difficult pafTes

with lleep hills on each fide. Should imagine that

Torres Vedras is diftant from Mafra about nine miles

and a half, and that Vimiera cannot be lefs than feven-

teen or nineteen miles. Conceives that the enemy could

not have been at Mafra, if we had marched before day

in the morning. Could we have reached Mafra before

them, their line of retreat muft have been by Cabe^a de

Montachique.

After various queflions by Sir Harry Burrard to Sir

Arthur V^'ellefley, relative to the diftance of places,

power of artillery to afl, quantity of provifions pro-

vided for the army, &c. &c.

Sir Harry Burrard was interrogated by the

Court :—Was certainly of opinion with Sir Hew Dal-
rymple and Sir Arthur WelleOey, that the French might
havepalfcd the Tagus with their whole force, and might
have involved the Britifh army in a long courfe of doubt-

ful operations,, at the very time the Britifh army might
have a£led with effect. Thinks General Junot could

have tranfported his forces acrofs the Tagus immediately

after the 22d of Auguft, and that General Junot had his

own motives in not coming to action.

The Court was of opinion that tlie three queftions
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fhould be put to the other two officers ; but conceiving

that Sir Arthur Wellefley had already, in fome previous

part of the proceedings, anfwered the firft queftion,

the fecond was put to liim, to which his anfwer was^
that he thought General Junot could have tranfported his

forces acrols the Tagus immediately after the a 2d of

Auguft.

To the third he anfwered, "In confidering the expedi-

ency of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal by

fea, I took a view of the Britilh interefls and objefts only,

and the objeds of our allies, as conne£led with thofe

of Great Britain. I confidered" that the French army,

from the relative fituation of the two armies in Portugal,

and its having the military poflTeffion of the country, had

a fair mihtary right to withdraw by fea, with their arms

and baggage ; and I do not think it neceflary for me to

account for the motives of General Junot, in preferring

the evacuation by fea, to another line of operation ;

which, without wifhing to fay any thing difrefpeftful

of him, might have been bad or unworthy motives, as

well as motives conducive to his country's^interefts."

The two laft queftions were alfo put to Sir Hew Dal-

rymple, who to the fecond anfwered, Mod certainly.

To the third he anfwered, " I have already ftated to

the Court the reafons which induced me to think the

Convention to have been advantageous to the caufe of

C3reat Britain and her allies. It muft alfo be recolleded,

that I had particular inflru6lions for expellingthe French

from Lifbon, and to prevent their retreat into Spain ;

and without pretending to fay how far that might have

been in their intent, I certainly had no other means of

preventing ftich a movenient. I cannot be aware of the

motives which induced General Junot to concur with

thofe meafures. He doubtlefs thought he faw fome ad-

vantage to the French intereft in fo doing, which I

could riot difcern, exclufivc of the great motive, upon

all fuch occafions, to fpare the ufelefs efFufion of human
blood."

The queftions were again put to Sir Harry Burrard^

who anfwered, Junot certainly inight have tranfported his

troops acrofs the Tagus upon that occafion i
that he did

not much confider what were the motives which adu-
aled'the French General. He could not conceive what
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could induce him to do that which he, Sir Harry Bur-
rard, thought advantageous to this country.

Sir Hew Dalrymple interrogated by the Court.

—

Suppofes, that, from thechange of circumftances, he might
have infifted upon more favourable terms before the

Convention was concluded, particularly upon the 29th

and 31ft of Auguft, when the landing of Sir John
Moore's corps was completed ; but did not then think

that the circumftances permitted the negotiation to be

protraded, and the four Lieutenant -Generals with whom
he confulted feemed to concur in the fame opinion.

Thofe Lieutenant-Generals were Sir Harry Burraid, Sir

John Moore, Lieutenant-General Hope, and Lieute-

nant-General Mackenzie Frafer. Does not exa£lly

know how it happened that the march of the troops,

under Sir John Moore, was fo tardy ; but, in point of

fa£l:, when the army marched into Spain, that operation

waited for nothing, when Sir Hew Dalrymple left Por-
tugal, but notice from Madrid. The neceitary arrange-

ments as to the movements of the troops had been
made in Spain, and he had reafon daily to expe£l them
to be fent to him ; no arrangement for that operation

had been concerted previous to the Convention, that he
knew of.

Colonel ToRRENS examined by Sir Arthur Wellef-
ley :—Was prefent on board the Brazen when Sir Ar-
thur Wellefley had a converfation with Sir Harry Bur-
rard on the evening of the 20th of Auguft. Sir Arthur
Wellefley made his report to Sir Harry Burrard, upon
the arrival of that officer in Sierra Roads, reprefentiug

to him the ftate of the army under his command, the

fituation of that of the enemy, the obje<^l: of and prin-

ciple upon which he had conduced his operations fince

he had landed at Mondego, and that he had ifllied orders

for the march of the army next morning. Sir Harry
Burrard replied, that he did not confider it advifable to

advance from that pofition until the army fhould be rein-

forced by a divifion from Sir John Moore. Sir Arthur
Wellefley thought it of the utmoft importance to pufh
forward by the way of Mafra, with a view of turning

the enemy's left flank, and to endeavour to bring the

French army to the ilfue of a battle in the field, as near

Lift)on as poflible, that we might avail ourfelves of the
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ihort diftance from the Tagus, by following up the vic-

tory, fo as to prevent the French from crolling that

river ; that he vi^as defirous of this contcft taking place

near Lifbon, having an a£iual furvey of all the country

in the vicinity of that town ; that if Sir John Moore's
corps ftiould be brought down to the Sierra, Sir Harry
Burrard mufl relinquifh all the advantages to be expedled

from his marching that body up to Santarem, with a

view of cutting off" the retreat of the French army to the

northward. Sir Harry Burrard repeated, that he thought

it advilable to bring Sir John Moore's corps to render

certain thofe operations which appeared to him doubtful.

Sir Arthur then afked Sir Harry Burrard whether he had

received his letters of the 8th and loth of Augufl, which
xecommended the march of this reinforcement upon San-

tarem. Sir Harry replied, that he had received thofe

letters ; but he did not, in witnefs's prefence, make any
comment or obfervation upon that ftatement. Sir ^arry
Burrard then wrote to Sir John Moore, he did not fee

the letter, but underftood it to he orders to come up
with his divifion. To tiie befl: of witnefs's recollection,

this is the fubftance of the converfation which pafled,

although he cannot pledge himfelf to theexadl words.

Dees Colonel Torrens recolledl my dating to Sir Harry
Burrard the probability that, if we did not move to

attack the French, they would attack us r—I do recoi-

led that Sir Arthur Wellefley obferved to Sir Harry
Burrard the probability that if we did not move to at-

tack the French, they woidd attack us ; adding, at the

fame time, that a great expenditure of provifions would
he occufioncd by waiting till Sir John Moore could come
up, as he could not be cxped^cdfor fomedays. Perfe611y

recoliLc^s Sir Arthur Wellefley dating to Sir Harry Bur-

rard the probably increafed difficulties of fiipplying the

arm.y wi»h provilions, when i:s numbers fhould be in-

creafed, wiiliout any proportionate increafe of means;
and that, if the enemy did not attack us, f+iey would for-

tify their pulitions between our army and Lilbon, during

the delay of our march, and the difficulty of our turning

fortififd pofitions with cannon, in that coimtry, on ac-

coimt of the narrownefs of the roads; adding, befidcs, the

general badnefs of the roads, wliich would render the

(jperation of turning the enemy's flank, in any poOtion

^iiich he might take up, extremely difficult RecolIe(^&
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Sir Arthur VVcUefley fending him with orders to General

Fane and General Anftruther, before, or immediately

at the commencement of the battle of the 21ft of Auguft.

In thofe orders Sir Arthur defired him to ride as faft

as he could, to the brigades of Generals Anftruther and
Fane, to communicate to them that they fhould not

move from the pofition which they occupied in the

front of the village of Vimiera, without further direc-

tions from him. On witnefs's arrival at that pofition,

found that General Fane had advanced a little way in

front, and was engaged with the French light troops,

followed him, and delivered thofe orders, and General
Fane confequently retired. It was then, he thinks,

about half part nine in the morning. Underftood from
Sir Arthur Wellefley that thofe orders originated from
the nature of the ground in front of that pofition, which
would render it ineligible to move forwards, and parti-

cularly as he had obferved a large French column form-

ing in the wood, evidently preparing tO make a vigorous

attack upon our centre. Was prefent when Sir Arthur
Wellefley recommended to Sir Harry Burrard, on the

field of battle, on the 21ft of Auguft, to continue the

purfuit of our advantages. Immediately after we had
defeated the right column of the French army, which
had made its attack upon our left, and were then re-

treating in a precipitate manner, Sir Arthur Wellefley

rode up to Sir Harry Burrard, and faid, ** Sir Harry,
now is your time to advance, the enemy are completely

beaten, and we fhall be in Lifbon in three days. We
have a large body of troops that have not been in a£lion;

let us move them upon the right, on the road to Torres
Vedras, and I '11 follow the enemy upon the left." Sir

Harry Burrard replied, that he thought a great deal had

been done, very much to the credit of the troops, but

did not think it advifable to move off the ground in

purfuit of the enemy. Sir Arthur Wellefley remarked,

at the fame time, that the troops were perfeflly ready to

advance, having provifions ready cooked in their havre-

facks, according to the orders of the day before. Re-
colleds Sir Arthur Wellefley mentioning that there

was plenty of ammunition ; that the mules and the re-

ferved muflcet ammunition were in the rear of the bri-

gades ; and that we had abundance of ordnance ftores,

and plenty of provifions; but cannot recoiled^, at this

R
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moment, if he dated the number of days' provifiom m
the camp. Sir Arthur Wellefley did order the army,
on the 2oih, to march upon the morning of the 2ift,

but countermanded thofe orders immediately upon his

arrival in the camp, on the evening of the 20th, incon-

fequence of the orders he had received from Sir Harry
Burrard.

In anfvver to a queftion from Sir Hariy Burrard.

—The French column arrived at the point of attack

upon our left in about ten minutes or a quarter of an

hour after their left column was defeated by our centre ;

cannot fpeak with any accuracy as to the length of the

adlion upon the left, it might probably be an hour,

more or lefs. When Colonel Torrens faid that he heard

Sir Arthur Wellefley afk Sir Harry Burrard whether he
had received his difpatches of the 8th, loth, and nth
of Augufl, does not recolfeft that Sir Harry Burrard

told Sir Arthur Wellefley that he had fent them to Sir

John Moore, by Colonel Duncan, from St. Martin's.

Captain Cooke was next called, but not being in at-

tendance, Sir Arthur Welllesley rofc

—

** Sir Dav'd Dundas.,
** My Lords ay\d Gentlemen,

" Two or three points have been adverted to in the

Narrative of Sir Harry Burrard, and fome circumftances

have been Itated in evidence, upon which I wifh to

trouble the Court with fome obfcrvaitions.

" Thefirftand principal of thcfc is the reafon ftated

^yLieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard for not deeming

it expedient to place Lieutenant-General Sir John
Moore's corps at Santarem, as propofed by me in my
letters of the 8th, 1 0th, and 12th of Augult, which arc

before the Court, becaufe, as Lieutenant-General Sir

Harry Burrard flaies, it would not, in his opinion, have

been fulTiciently ftrong to oppofe the enemy, if he had

retreated by that road.

*' I be^ to refer the Court to my difpatches of that pe-

riod, which I confulcr the fairefl documents to which I

can refer; as, when they were written, I had certainly

no notion that the fubjedts to which they related would
ever have become the topic of difculiion here: the

Court will fee, that in thefe difpatches I always con-

fidered the poffeflion of Lifl)on and of the Tagus to be

the great objed of the campaign both to us and the
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French ; that for this obje6l a battle would be fought

in the field, in which I thought I had reafon to expe£l

fuccefs, and that the enemy would, after this battle, en-

deavour to retire actofs the Tagus to Elvas, or along the

right bank of the Tagus by Santarem towards Almeida.
*' If the Court will refer to the paper drawn by the

French engineer, laid before them by Lieutenant-Ge-

neral Sir Hew Dalrymple, they will fee that thefe are

the lines of retreat recnmmended by the officers of the

engineers to the French Commander in Chief ; now, the

occupation of the pofition at Santarem by Sir John
Moore's corps, was calculated to cut off thefe lines of

retreat, in the firft fuppofed cafe, by the facility and

celerity with which the Tagus would liave been eroded ;

in the fecond, as it was upon the road which the enemy
muft have taken. But as 1 fet out with the certainty

that the French would not, nay, could not, abandon

Lifbon and the Tagus, without fighting a battle for

thefe poflTeflions, I may conclude, that after that battle

they would have been fo much weakened, as that Sir

John Moore's corps would have been a match for them ;

and, at all events, it is not to be fuppofed that if this

battle had been fought, they would not have been fol-

lowed by a part, if not the whole of the army, which
in this fuppofition would have defeated them.

*' Indeed the Court will have obferved, by my cor-

refpondence with Sir Harry Burrard, that I confidered

this pofition at Santarem to be fo litllc dangerous, and

at the fame time fo advantageous, that if the brigades of

Brigadier-Generals Acland and Anflruther had bern

equipped to a£l independently of any other body of

troops, 1 Oiould have ordered tliofe brigades to occupy it,

*' The next point on which I willi to obferve, is tlie

mode in which 1 propofcd, and intended that this corps

fhould be fupplied at Santarem. The Court will fee

this mode, and all the difficulties which attended it, dif-

cuffied in my letters to Sir Harry Burrard j and I have

no doubt whatever that he would have been able to pro-

cure carts in the country, on the Mondego, to enable

him to form at Leyria the propofed depot, and at that

place the means of moving what Ihould be required to

Santarerif.

" I alfo w\lh to fay a few words upon the ftrcngth of

R 2
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the corps under iriy command in comparifon with that

of the enemy.
*' I marched from Lavaoson the loth of Auguft with

13,000 men, and I was joined by, and expe£led the

co-operation of 6000 Portuguefe troops. 1 was dif-

appointed in this exped^ation on the 13th of Augutl,

Avhcn I was engaged in an operation againft a detach-

ment of the enemy, which promifed the utmofl fuccefs ;

from which I could not with propriety withdraw, and

which ended in the hattle of the 17th of Auguft.
'* On the 18th, 1 heard of the arrival of General An-

ftruther's brigade, and on the 20th, in the evening,

when Lieutenant-Ger.eral Sir Harry Burrard decided

that he would alter the principle on which we had before

carried on our operations, General Acland was arrived

in Marceira roads with his brigade, and he was landed

on that night. The force then confided of between

16 and 17,000 men, Britifh troops, and 1650 Portuguefe

troops actually in camp. We had been fuccefsful in the

adion of the 17th, and the army was in the higheft

order, and the higheft fpirits, well equipped, fupplied

with twelve days provifions for the original number, and
with every tiling it required for its future operations.

*' In difcufllng and confidering the propriety of the

decifion of Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard, or of

my previous operations, it would not be fair to eflimate

the enemy's force at larger numbers than 20,000 men,
of which they were reported to confift by General

Spencer, in his report to Government, from the mouth
of the Tagus. From this number the garrifons of

Elvas, Almeida, and Peniche, were to be dedufled,

which I always reckoned at 2000 men : then there were

the forts of St. Julien, Cafcaes, the citadel of Lifbon,

Bugio, Belem, and the batteries on the Tagus and the

coaft, as far as the Rock of Lifbun, which would have

required, at leaft, 3000 more. This would have left

the enemy with only 15,000 men for operations in the

field, while we had above 18,000 men.
*' If it is contended that the eftimate of the enemy's

ftrength ought to be made according to tlicir embark-
ation returns, inllcadof acccnding to General Spencer's

return of their force, a dedudiion ought to be made
from the amount of 24,000, of the real number of the
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garrlfons of Almeida, Elvas, and Peniche, and of

3000 men for the garrifons upon the Tagus and ijpon the

coaft ; and if but a fmall allowance is made for non-
combatants, it will fiill turn out that the force to be met
in the field did not exceed 15 or 16,000 men.

" From this ftaiement it will appear that the force ojf

3 or 4000 men, which it was reported had arrived at

Torres Vedras after the adion, could not have exifted ;

and, in point of fadl, it was a report circulated by
General Juiiot, and indeed it was publilhed inthenewf-
papers of Lifbon, with other falfe accounts of the cir-

cumftances of the a6lion.

" In refpedl to other points, I fhall not obferve upon
them, as the evidence is before the Court, who will

judge of it. I confider it proved and admitted, that I

recommended, on the evening of the 20th of Auguft,

that the army Ihould not halt, and that the propofed

difpofition for Sir John Moore's corps fliould not be
altered ; that the enemy were completely defeated in the

atlion of the 21ft of Aiigufl on all points uf attack ;

and that I propofed to Sir Harry Burrard the purfuit of

them.
" The Court have before ;[them my reafons for advan-

ing on the loth of Auguft, and for thinking that I was
ftrong enough for the enemy, and for rccomn^nding to

Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard a perfeverance in

the plan of operations on which I commenced; and in

my evidence of yellerday my reafon for thinking that

moft beneficial confeqbcnces would have refultcd if the

enemy had been purfued.

** Upon all the points of difference of opinion between
Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard and me, the

Court will form their judgment upon the evidence.
** I think it neceflTary, however, to detain the Court for

a fhort time upon another part of the fubjedt, which has

been under their confideration.

** Although I am decidedly ofopinion that the moft de-

cifive confequences would have refulted from the march
as propofed, and the purfuit of the enemy on the 21ft of

Auguft after the battle, yet it does not follow that the

meafure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal
was not right on the evening of the 22d.

*^ On the 21 ft of Auguft the enemy were defeated, and
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in confufion ; and I have explained the grounds which

I have for thinking that the moft advantageous confe-

quences would have refulted from a purfuit. On the

22d, in the evening, w^hen the queftion of the evacua-

tion V7as confidered and decided, the enemy was no

longer in confufion ; and they had refumed the pofttion

of Cabe^a de Montachique, between us and Lifton.
*' The relative fituaiion of the two armies was then to

be taken into confidcration, as well as in the other cafe \

but that of the French army had been materially im-

proved by our omifJion to purfue our advantages ; and

we were tlien to look to our relative means of annoying

each other, and our own objtifts.

** 1 have already detailed to the Court, in a former

ftatement, the relative fituation, and means of the two
armies at that period of time, and I conceive that the

biittle of the 21 (I of Auguft, could be taken into confi-

deration in the difcuilion of the queftion, whether the

French fhould be allowed to evacuate Portugal or not,

only in this way, viz. that it was a trial of Itrength be-

tween the two contending armies, and it proved the fu-

periority of that of His Majclly.
*' It wasalfo clear to me, that the French would not

rlfk another adlion ; that their obje£l was to fecure a

retreat acrofs the Tagus ; and that they would ufe their

pofitions in front ot Lifbon, to facilitate and fecure that

objeti:.

** As I have already explained to the Court, we had no

means, on the 22d, of preventing them from efFe6ling

that objefl ; from which I did, and do ftill think it was

important to us to preclude them, excepting a conven-

tion for the evacuation of Portugal."

Sir Harry Burrard" examined Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley :—Does not think that the army might have marched

to Mafra with as much facility on the 23d as- on the

2ift. There was this difference, that on the 23d Mafra
was occupied by a French corps, and none was there

on the 2lft; that the objeft of the inarch to Mafra
would, on the 23d, have been defeated, becaufe there

was no chance ot bringing the French to another a£lion.

They would have afled in bodies as they did in Egypt ;

they tried their ftrength once in the field, and having
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failed, they would continue to retreat in Portugal, until

they got into a place of fafety. Does not believe that

a^y corps would have formed on the flanks of our

march on the 23d, becaufe no Frenchmen remained in

Torres Vedras on the 22d. Thai the French corps,

which occupied Mafra on the 23d, mufl: have been in

t4*e a£lionof the 2ifl, and muil have retreated through

Torres Vedras. The ihorted road from Torres Ve-
dras 10 Lifbon, and of courfe up tlie country, is not

through Mafra; but it is in vvitnefs's opinion entirely

confilient with the intention to crofs the Tagus, and re-

treat up the country, to occupy all the pofts that were
likely to impede the advance of the Briiifh troops.

Jnanfwer to Earl Moira:—Theoccupation of Torres

Vedras, on the evening of the 2i(l, would have placed

us on the fliorteft road, from the pofstion of tjie two
armies, to Cabe^a deMontachiqne, and we fhould have

been in a fituation, by a fubfequent movement, to oc-

cupy not only Cabe^a, but the other pofitions in front

of Lifljon, before the French could have reached them.

The French retreated from all points of attack to the

northward, apparently with the intention of falling in

with the road from Torres Vedras toLourinha, by which
they had advanced to the attack. Conceived that when
the adlion was over, the right of our army was nearer

to Torres Vedras than the enemy, and therefore Ihould

think the right of our army would have been at Torres
Vedras before any part of the enemy could have reached
that town in their retreat.

In anfwer to Lieutenant-Gcneral Nichols :—Should
conceive the corps defcribed by General Spencer to have

formed to the north on the road to Torres Vedras, mufl
. have been on thegroimd, or at no very great diftance, on
which General Spencer ftated he faw it, about the time

that it was propofed to Sir Harry Burrard to purfue the

enemy, although probably not formed. The right of

the Britiih army, properly fo called, was not attacked.

The attack was made on the right of the centre ; and all

the French troops which attacked Generals Fane's and
Aiiftruther's brigades, retired to the northward, with the

exception of poilibly fome fmall detachments ; of which,
however, he faw none.
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Sir Arthur Wf.llesley again addrefTcd the Court.
** General Sir Dnvid Dundas,

" My Lords and Genlknun,
" At a former meeting of the Court, Lieuter^ant-Gc-

reral Sir Hew Dalrymple exprcfltd a wifli that the Court
fhould have before it a copy of the letter which I was
fuppofed to have addrefTcd to the Bifliop of Oporto on
the 24th of Aiiguft, and I then told the Court that I

would lay befire them all the letters I had written to

the Bifhop of Oporto, of which I had copies among my
papers. ^ find that I have the copies of only two letters,

althoitgh J have written many, which I now lay before

the Court ; and I fhould have taken an earlier opportu-

nity of laying thefe letters before the Court, only that

one of them relates to tranfadions in which Sir Harry
Burrard was a party ; and I was unwilling to make it

public during his abfence.
'* In refpefl to the letter fuppofed to have been written

by me on the 24th Augufl, 1 repeat that I have no re-

colle6lion of having written it ; and I have no copy of

it, and I think it prcbable from an inaccuracy of the

date, from the addrefs, and from fome of ilie exprelfions,

that I did not Write it ; but I adopt as my own all the

fcntiments which it contains.

<• It congratulates iheBifhop upon the prorpe£l of the

evacuation of Portugal by the French, which the Court

will have obferved I always coniidered a fubjecEl of con-

gratulation ; and it ftates that the agreement for the fuf-

penlion of hoftilities, contains nothing elfe that is re-

markable, excepting a (lipulatlon, that the port ot Lif-

bon fiiould be confidertd a neutral port in refpecl to the

Ruffians.

" It is well known and admitted, that there was ano.

ther part of that agreement to which I entertained objec-

tions ; but in refpccl to the Portuguefe, it did contain

nothing remarkable, excepting tliis flipulation ; and this

remark, if I wrote the letter, rather tends to confirm

that which I have always flated were my fcntiments in

refpc(5\to this f^ipulation,

** This mode of hying a private letter before a Court,

is not regular, any more than the mode of calling for a

letter 01 this defoription ; but if the Court fbould be de-

firous of feeing this, or any other letters of mine to the
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JBiOiop of Oporto, in an official fhape, they may call for

them at the office of the Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, through which channel I doubt not they can be

pirocured."

Sir Harry BurraRd next offered a few brief ob-

fervations, explanatory of his decifion at the clofe of the

battle on the 21ft. He trufted, that whether the linft

of operations which he had on that occafion adopted

were right or wrong, he would ftill be confidered as

having a6led to the beft of his judgment, unfwayed by
any unworthy motives. When he decided againrt the

. advance of the Britifh army, he did not believe that the

whole of the French difpofable force was engaged. He
acknowledged, that, at the time he gave his orders, he

did not fuppofe fo large a corps of the enemy could

have been cut off from the main body by General Fer-

gufon's brigade. From the extended line of the Britifh

army, at leaft four miles, with other ftrong reafons

dated in his Narrative, he did adopt his determination

againft a purfuit, and he did not even then fee grounds
for altering that opinion. Such a decifion, at the mo-
ment when Sir Arthur Wellefley publicly propofed an
advance, he was aware was not calculated to pleafe a

gallant army, flufhed with vidlory ; but in a£ling upon
it, under fuch circumftances, it muft appear that he

was influenced by a ftrong conviftion of its propriety,

although much in oppofition to his own feelings, as all

who knew him through his life would be ready to affirm.

[Sir Harry Burrard was in this part almoft deprived of
the power of utterance.] He had the happinefs to find

that decifion fupported by the concurrent opinion of
officers high in charadler, whofe abfence, at that mo-
ment, he could not but regret. Whilft he ftated the

fatisfadion he felt in their coincidence with Wm, he
did not, in the moft remote degree, (hrink from the

full and fole refponfibility. If, in acting upon that

determination, he was wrong, it was only to be attri-

buted to an error of judgment, and for that error he
alone wasanfwerable.
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Sir Arthur Wellesley addreflfed the Court*

'* General Sir David Dundas,
*' ATy Lords and Gentlemen,

" T truft that the Court will permit me to addrefs a fevir

words to them upon this occafion. Although I did difFe^,

and do ftill differ in opinion, with Lieutenant-General

Sir Harry Burrard, refpefting the meafures adopted im-
mediately after the battle of the 21 ft of Auguft, I hope
it will not be deemed prefumptuous in me as an inferior

officer to declare to the Court and to the public, the opi-

nion which I have always entertained, that Sir Harry
Burrard decided upon that occafion on fair military

grounds, in the manner which appeared to him to be moft

conducive to the interefts of the country ; and that he

had no motive for his decifion which could be fuppofed

perfonal to me> or which as an Officer he could not

avow."

Sir Harry Burrard examined by Sir Hew
Dalrymple.

Was called in by Sir Hew Dalrymple to the confer-

ence of the Armiftice at Vimiera, on the 22d of Ai.'guft,

with Sir Arthur Wellefley. A great many obje£\ions

were ftated, but they were overruled in converfation.

That a treaty, figned by Colonel Murray, refufed to

be ratified by Sir Hew Dalrymple, was read, article by

article, in prefcnce of himfelf. Sir John Moore, and
Lieutenants-General Hope, Frafer, and Sir Arthur

Wellefley; and the obfervations, and propofed altera-

tions of each article, were written down by Sir Arthur

Wellefley.

Examined by Sir Arthur Wellesley.
Recollects that when the Armiftice was negotiated.

General Kellermann read from a paper a ftatement of

the vviflies of the Commander in Chief. Tliinks he

recollefts that Sir Arthur Wellefley itfufed to take that

paper ; but cannot precifely fay that Sir Arthur Wellef-

ley ftated, in an inner room, to the Commander of

the forces, that his reafon for rt fuflng it was, that he

thought the agreement thrji to be negotiated ought to be

confined to the fufpcnfion of hoftilities. Recolle6ls the

ufe of the words *' that as there was no difference of opi-
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nion /upon the fubftance qf the negotiation, it was not

wprth while to put tl^e French to the wall upon forms,"

but cannot, at this diftance of time, fay whether by the

Commander in Chief. Cannot recollect: that the de-

mand of the French, in favour of the Ruflians, would,

ii]\,the firft inftance, have gone to allow them to return

to the Baltic with their fleet, as he was very often in and
out of the room, having difpatches to write to England.

Recolleds Sir Arthur Wellefley having faid to the Com-
mander of the forces, that as you and I were employed,
laft year, in bringing one fleet from the Baltic, we could

not but advife him not to allow another to return there ;

and that the Commander of the forces anfwered, he was
determined not to allow the article to ftand as pro-

pofed.

In anfwer to Sir Hew Dalrymple—Cannot fay,

that it was in confequence of thefe cxpreflions that Sir

Hew Daliymple did not permit the Ruilian fleet to re-

turn to the Baltic, bin it was amongft other points in

argument.

Sir Hew Dalrymple obferved, that he held in his

hand a letter, which appeared to be an anfvier to one

fent by a Britifh Commander. It came to him by
being dire£led to the Commander of the Englifli forces.

It isras not read nor placed upon the proceedings of the

Board.

Sir Hew Dalrymple read a few obfervations ex-

planatory of the reafons he had before delivered to the

Court, relative to his conduct while Commander in

Chief of the Britifh forces in Portiigal. He trufted that

in ftating his reafons earneflly, he did not prefumptu-

oufly arrogate to himfelf cither fnperior merit, or at-

tempt to depreciate the condu6l of others. He hud the

gratification of having, by producing his difpatch,

placed on the face of that Court's proceedings his tribute

of applaufe to the "allant army who fo honourably fuc-

ceeded in the battle of the 21ft, and to the talents and

energies which, on that occafion, were difplayed. He
muft, however, affirm, that it was a ftate of circnm-

ftances which flood in need of fuch talents and fuch

energies. Having detailed his reafons for acceding to

the Convention, and his defire to be confidered refpon-

fible for it, from the 22d, he had no reafon, upon ma-
s 2
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ture refleflion, to alter his former opinion ; and, there-

fore, he muft ever maintain the propriety of its con-

clufion, whatever mortification he fhould undergo, from
differing with a great portion of the country.

Sir David Dundas, the Prefident, communicated
to the public, that, as the evidence was clofed, what-

ever remained for theconfideration of the Board, would
take place in private.

The Court adjourned at a quarter of an hour before

five.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ENQUIRY

TO THE KING.

May it please Your Majesty,

We the under-written General Officers of the army,

in obedience to Your Majefty's warrant, whicli bears

date the ifl: day of November 1808, commanding us

ftriflly to enquire into the conditions of a Sufpenjion of

Arms, concluded on the 22d Augufl: 1808, between

Your Majefty's army in Portugal, and the French force

in that country; and alfo into a definitive Convention,

concluded with the French General commanding on the

31ft Auguil iollovving ; alfo into all the caufes and cir-

cumftances (whether arifrng trom the previous opera-

tions of the Britifh army, or otherwife, which led to

them) ; and into the conduit, behaviour, and proceed-

ings of Lieutenant-General Sir Hew Dalrymple, and
fuch other Commander or Commanders of Your Majef-

ty's forces in Portugal; and of any other perfon or

perfons, as far as the fame were connefled with the faid

Armiftice, Sufpenfion of Arms, and Convention ; and

to report to Your Majefty a Hate thereof, as it fhall

appear, together with our opinion thereon, and alfo

our opinion, whether any, and what further proceedings

fliould be had thereupon :

We have, at feveral meetings, perufed and confi-

dered Your Maj:;fty's orders and mllruitions, as tranf-

mitted to us by the Right Hon. Lord Caftlereagh, Your
Majefty's Principal Secretary of State, together with
fundry fetters, and other papers, therewith tranfmitted :

And have heard and examined Lieutenant-General Sir

Hew Dalrymple, Sir Harry Burrard, ard Sir Arthur
Wellefley, and other principal Officers employed on
the faid expedition, with fuch witneftes a? any of them
defired ; and alfo fucii other perfons as feemed to us

moft likely to give any material information r And in

order that Your Majefty may be fully poiTeti'r J of every

circumftance which has appeared in the courle of this

inquiry,

5
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We beg leave to lay before Your Majefty the whole
of our examinations and proceedings to this our Report
annexed. And upon the moft diligent and careful re-

view of the whole matter, we do, in further obedience

to Your Royal Command, moH humbly report to Your
Majefty,

That it appears, that early in the month of May
1808, a very confiderable force, deftined for' foreign

fervice, was afifembled near Cork, the command of

which, it is imagined, was intended for Sir Arthur
Wcllefley ; that in the month of May, univerfal and
linexpeded refiftance to French tyranny had taken

place in Spain ; that application was made for the af-

fiftance of Britain ; and that Government, with the uni-

verfal concurrence of the country, determined on giving

Spain and Portugal, then alfo in commotion, the mod
efiecStual aid.

It appears, that in confequence of fuch determlna-

Jtion, Major-General Spencer, before the furrender of

the French fleet at Cadiz, was off that port with about

5000 men, fent by Sir Hew Dalrymple from Gibral-

tar. His afllftance not having been called for there, he
proceeded to the mouth of the Tagus, with a view of

aiding Sir Charles Cotton's fleet in forcing a paflage, it

having been reprefented that there were not in the

forts, and about Lifbon, more than four thoufand

men. But General Spencer being then off the Tagus
(June 24), reports, from the bell authority he could

have, that the enemy had 11,000 men in and about

Lifbon, and 9500 at St. Ubes, the eaft of Portugal,

and elfewhere. In this fituation the intended attack

could not take place, and General Spencer returned to

Cadiz and Gibraltar.

It appears, that on the 14th June, application was
made to the Admiralty to provide a convoy to fail with

the troops then under orders from Cork, on the arrival

of Lleutenant-Gcneral Sir Arthur Wellefley, appointed

to the command.
On the 21ft June, Lord Caftlereagh acquaints Sir

Arthur Wellefley, that accounts from Cadiz are bad,

and General Spencer was returning to Gibraltar, and

that the Cabinet poflpone their inllrudions to him till

more is known.
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On the 28th June Lord Caftlereagh acquaints Ge-

thur Wellefley with nme tiioufand men, is ordered toproceed from Cork and to a^ with his (Spencer's)

for?'':ith f-^"^°'
''' ^P^"^^ "^^"°"- «^ -' 'be-fore, with h.s corps, to go ofF to Cadiz to wait for

ftale 'Jh J'n^'"
time availing himfelf ofany circum-

the Straits!
"^ '^ advantage, even withia

It^PPears that, on the 12th July, Lieutenant-General
Sir Arthur Wellefley failed from Cork with qooo me„under ,„ftrua,ons of the 30th June), generally to aidhe Spanifh nation, and the principal cTbjea to attackthe French in the Tagus ; but authorized, as he un-derltood, to purfue any other objea, if more likely tocoriduce to ,he benefit of the two nations. And (of the
iSth July) to endeavour, if pollible, not only to expelthe enemy from L.fbon, but to cut off their retreartowards Spam. He arrived at Corunna the aotl om-municated with the Gallician Junta, who wifl ed tTe

PoXa^
be^-Ployed in expelling the French fromPortugal, and recommended him to land in that country

(this was on the 26th communicated to General Spencer?

the fl ?Tn°'""i?' 't ^'^' "^"^ '^ Oporto rieaviithe fleet OfF Cape Fin.fterre); arrived the 24th,' dcfidby Sir Charles Cotton to leave the troops atopor to orMondego Bay, and come to the Tagns to commun ateHad a conference wuh the Generals and Bifliop aOporto, about the difpofal of their force. The Biflic^^promifed mules and other means of carriage and a fo ?lufficiency of flaughter cattle.
^' "" *

It appears that Sir Arthur Wellefley failed fromOporto the 2sth July, ordered the tranfport o .0 t^Mondego, proceeded and joined the Admiral off teTagus the 26th. Letters were received from GeneralSpencer at Cadiz, to which he had returned, and where theSpan.ards prefled him to remain, and he e^pe^ed o.dlrs

cTon .h r'r7'"-'^^^- ^^^-^^ --^' Sir CharCotton,^ that landing m the mouth of the Ta^us w^simpraaicable, and unadvifable, as there was ."re t r'fkfrom the ftate of the furf, from the defences and adler^nature of the coaft, and from the neighbor rhood of tFeeneniy s whole difpofable force, to whofe attack v e
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fhould be cxpofed in landing, probably in a crrppled

(late, certainly not in a very efficient one,—Peniche
fortrefs was in polTe/lion of the enemy. Mondego Bay
was therefore agreed on as mofl eligible to land at.

Thinking it molt important to drive the French from
Portugal, he ordered General Spencer to embark (with

his 5000 men), and join off that coaft. By his in-

formation of the 24th June, the French had more than

20,000 men in Portugal. The Admiral's account made
them lefs. Sir Arthur Wellefley thought they had not

lefs than from 16 to 18,000.

It appears', that Sir Arthur Wellefley quitted the Ad-
miral off the fagus on the 271!), and joined the tranf-

ports off Mondego on the 30th. He there received in-

formation from Government fdated 15th July), that

a reinforcement of Brigadier General Acland and five

thoufand men was intended for him, and eventually

ten thoufand more men, under Lieutenant-General Sir

John Moore ; that Sir Hew Dalrymple was to com-
mand the army ; that Sir Arthur Wellefley was alfo

to proceed on the inflrudions he had received, viz. the

attack of Lifbon, if his force was fuflicient. Dupont
having fui rendered, General Spencer's arrival was now
confidercd as certain, as alfo that of General Acland
very foon. The infurre£1:ion in Alentejo was a fortu-

nate occurrence at this time, and Sir Arthur Wellefley

alfo received information from the Secretary of Slate,

dated 15th July, that Sir Hew Dalrymple was appointed

to the command of the forces in Spain and Portugal, and

Sir Harry Burrard fecond in command. And if in

tiie mean time he was joined by any OiHcer, fenior in

rank, he (Sir Arthur Wellefley) was to ferve under

him. Of the fame date. Sir Harry Burrard was alfo

acquainted by the Secretary of State that operations

are intended to be directed, in the firft inftance, to the

redudfion of the Tagus, and fecondly, to the fecurity

of Cadiz, and deflrudlion of the enemy's force in An-
dalufia.

It appears, (hat Sir Arthur Wellefley was induced,

from various flrong reafons, as flatcd in his Narrative, to

difcmbark in Mondego Bay, This commenced on the

ifl of Auguf^ ; but the furf occafioned great diflicultics,

fo that his corps was not all landed before the 5th. Ge-
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neral Spencer arrived on the 5th, and his corps on the

6th. They landed on the yth and 8th.

It appears, that from the ifl Aiiguft till the 8tb,

when the whole was difembarked, that meafures were
taking for the immediate movement of the army to-

wards Lifbon, and horfes and carriages were folicited.

Sir Arthur Wellefley armed the Portnguefe troops, of-

fered money to affift in equipping them for the field,

which was declined by their General Officers, whom he

met on the 7th, and arranged a plan of operations and

march, which was delayed, at tl.eir dcHre, and for

their con\'enience, till the loth. He alfo left full in-

formation of his fituatian, intentions, and other cir-

cumftances, for Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard,

on his arrival at Mondego (and for whom he had pre-

vioufly left advices at the Berlings, off Peniche, in cafe

of his making that point), and recommended a plan of

operations for Sir John Moore's corps on its arrival, to

a^ towards Santarem and the Tagus. On the 8th, he

renewed his communications to Sir Harry Burrard,

leaving them at Mondego.
It appears, for the irrany ftibftantial rea Ton s' enume-

rated in Sir Arthur Wellelley's Narrative, ajid with the

aid of 6000 Portuguefe, from whofe co-operaiion lie

•had reafon to expect great advantage, but in which

he was fubfequently difappointed, that he dc.ermined

to proceed (without waiting for his expected relDforce-

ments, of which he had been tioprizedj, with his own
•army, of 13,000 men (British), againi't an enemy who,

he knew, could not well produce a greater number in

the field. He advanced by the coalt road towards

Lifbon, for the fubft'antial reafon, am^ngil: others, of

preferving his communication with the fhipping, from
which alone he coul.l derive his bread. Wine could

be found in alt the villages occupied by the army, and

(laughter cattle were furnifhed by contractors.

It appears, that the army marched, oa the 9th and

loth of Auguft, from Mondego, having horfes, al-

though indifferent, for 18 pieces of cannon, for ammu-
nition great and fmall, a confiderable ftore of bread, and

a moderate hofpital ercabliilrment. The csvairy, about

400, including 200 Portuguefe.

On the loth and i ith, they arrived at Leyria.

T
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On the 13th, marched to-Calveria.

On the 14th, to Alcaba^a, where they received bread

and oats, landed at Nazareth.

On the 15th. to Caldas, and halted the i6th, receiv-

ing further fupplies from Nazareth.

It appears, that hitherto tlie Portuguefe had moved
on his left, extending tov^'ards the Tagus, but they now
raifs-d fuch difficulties about fubfiftence, and proceeding

on the manner Sir Arthur Wellefley thought moft ad-

vifable, that he difpcnfed with their co-operation, on

condition they would fend him 1600 men, to be at his

difpofal, and to whom he was to furnifti bread. He
alfo recommended to their General, as a meafure of

fafety, to remain about CaldaSj which they did till after

the battle of Vimiera.

On the lyth, there was a very confiderable a£lion

near Obidos, with a corps of 6000 men, under Gene-

ral Laborde, who had taken port in the defiles, and was

forced to retire with confiderable lofs. This and a fraall

previous a6lion cod us about 480 men. The army was
that night at Valla Verde, and on the morning of the

1 8th heard of the arrival of General Anftruther's bri-

gade on the coaft.

On the 1 8th, the army marched to Louriiiha, and on

the 19th to Vimiera, where it halted on the 20th.

—

This day Brigadier-General Anftruther's brigade (2400
men) joined, and Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Bur-

rard arrived off Marccira in the afternoon.

On the 21ft, early in the morning, Brigadier-Gene-

ral Acland's brigade (1750 men) landed, and joined

the army.

It appears, that when Sir Arthur Wellefley was at

Leyria, the enemy had the two confiderable advanced

corps of Laborde and Loifon in their front, which (as

he moved on with a Portuguefe corps on his left, as far

as Alcaba9a) fell back towards Lifbon., and joined

Junot, who hnd alTcmbled, by the 20th, from J2 to

14,000 men, at Torres Vcdras, about eight miles from
Vimiera. Calculating probably, that the weaihpr might

difappoint the landing of Anftruiher's and Aclands
brigades, whom he muft have cfpied in the offing oa the

jgth and 20th, he determined to attack Sir ArlhuT

Wellefley 's army in its fituaiion at Vimiera, on the
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2ift, before the juntSion of fo confiderable a force.

In this enterprife General Junot completely failed. His
attack was repelled in the moft gallant manner, and
"With great lofs he was obliged to retreat upon Torres
Vedras, and Cabe9a de Monte Chique, where he en-
deavoured' to re-alfemblc his troops. The detail of this

honourable a£lion, in which we loft 700 men, is givea

in the Extraordinary Gazette of September 16, publifhed

upon this occafion.

It appears, that Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard

having, on the 21ft July, received notice of Your Ma-
jefty's appointment of him as fecond in command of the

forces placed under the command of Lieutenant-General

Sir Hew Dalrymple, and having alfo ^received all ne-

ceffary inftrudions, went immediately to Portfmouth,

embarked on the 27th, and failed on the 31ft, in the Au-
dacious, together with the fleet of tranfports, containing

a corps of 10,000 infantry, commanded by Lieutenant-

General Sir John Moore.
After a continuance of contrary wind and bad wea-

ther, the fleet was near Cape Finifterre on the i6th

Auguft; and it having been recommended to him, that

before he proceeded to the fouthv/ard of Oporto, he
fhould himfelf go there, or fend another perfon, to col-

le<Sl information, and meet the fleet at fea, he fhifted,

with feveral Officers of his ftafl^, to the Brazen floop,

and arriving at Oporto on the 17th, learnt that Sir Ar-
thur Welleiley had landed at Mondego, and proceeded

along the coaft-road to the fouthward.

On the 1 8th, he arrived off Mondego, and there

found difpatches from Sir Arthur Wellefley, recom-
mending that Sir John Moore's corps Ihould land at

Mondego, and march upon Santarem, to confine the

movements of the enemy on that fide ; and alfo ftating

that the army muft depend on the tranfports for bread,

and that reliance could not be placed on the refources of

the country.

The difficulty of equipping and fupplying Sir John
Moore's corps for an interior operation at a diftance

from the reft of the army, and thinking that if thus

a6ling feparately, towards Santarem, he muft have been

inferior to the enemy if they chofe to pufli that way

;

and on enquiry, not having been able to hear of 150
T 1
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mules promifed by the Bifhop of Oporto, Sir Hafry
Burrard was induced lor the prefent to decline the pro-
pofed operation.

Sir Harry Burrard proceeded in (he Brazen to the

fouthward, and in the evening of the igth received in-

formation of the adion of the 17th, near Obidos. He
immediately fent back Lieutenant-Colonel Donkin to

meet Sir John Moore, and direded him to land in the

Mondego Bay ; and under a knowledge of Sir Arthur
Wellefley's former difpatches (which he tranfmitted)

to a£l as he thought moft beneficial to the fervice in K\s

fupport. He alfo fent off Lieutenant-Colonel Carey to

land at St. Martines, and to communicate with Sir Ar-
thur Wellefley.

It appears, that Sir John Moore did arrive at Mondego
on the 20th ; that he began to difembark j that on th«

azd he received an order from Sir Harry Burrard, to

rc-erabark fuch as he had landed, and proceeded toMar-
ceira ; that he arrived on the 24th at Marceira Bay; and
that he difembarked his corps on the days from the 25th

<o the 29th, the feveral divifions joining the army as

they landed.

It appears, that on the erening of the 20th of Au-
guft, when Sir Harry Burrard arrived off the landing-

place of Marceira, he was going to land, when Sir Ar-
thur Wellefley came on board, gave an account of the

general ftate of things, and ended by faying, that he
had intended to march the next morning, by five o'clock,

by the Mali a road, the enemy having affembled his

forces at Torres Vedrrs.

On detailing the many difficulties to be encountered,

fuch as the impoflibiliiy of leaving his vidluallers and
th«i (hore, for any conliderable diftance, the inferior

number of his cavalry, and the flate of his artillery and

carriage horfes and mules, the ftrength of the ground

ne had to go over, which prefented many difficulties, and
tlie very little dependence which could be placed on the

Portuguese affiflance. Sir Harry Burrard, on due confi-

deration of all circumftances, decided, that it was more
advantageous to w ait for Sir John Moore's reinforce-

ment, than to run any rifl<. of defeating the great object,

or of facrificing a great many men without its complete

accomplifliment. [In this determination, Sir Harry
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Burrard ftates, he was confirmed, by the opinions of

Brigadier-General Clinton and Colonel Murray, his

Adjutant and Qiiarter-mafter Generals.] He therefore

gave orders to Sir Arthur Weliefley accordingly, that

the army was not to proceed on the morning ©f the 21ft,

and more efpecially, as the landing and jundtion of

Ceneral Acland's brigade, on the night of the 20th,

was yet unaccomplifhed and neceilarily uncertain.

It appears, that Sir Arthur Weliefley returned to Vi-
miera, and Sir Harry Burrard remained on board fhip

the night of the 20th, to complete his neceifary dif-

patches by the return of the Brazen floop.

During the nigiit of the 20th, and the morning of
the 21 ft, our patroles gave intelligence of the move-
ments of the enemy ; but being inferior in cavalry, they

could go to no diftance, and their reports were vague.

As Sir Arthur Weliefley thought it probable, if he did

not attack the enemy, that they would attack him, he

prepared to receive them at daylight in the morning, by
polling the nine-pounders and ftrengthening his centre,

where he expe<Sled the attack, from the manner of the

enemy's patroling.

The enemy firft appeared in force on our left, about

eight in the morning, and it was foon obvious that their

attack would be made on our left, and on our advanced

guard before Vimiera ; the pofition of the greater part

of the army was immediately changed by an extenfion

to the left. The a6l:ion commenced, and was concluded,

in the manner detailed in the Extraordinary Gazette, and
terminated in a vidlory honourable and glorious to the

Britifli arms.

It appears, that Sir Harry Burrard had no informa-

tion from, or communication with. Sir Arthur Welief-
ley during the night of the 20th ; but on the morning
of the 21ft:, about nine o'clock, jufl: as he was approach-
ing the Ihore, he met an officer, fent by Sir Arthur
Weliefley, with information, that large bodies of the

enemy had been feen moving towards our left.—Sir

Harry Burrard proceeded towards Vimiera, with as

much expedition as an indifferent horfe would allow, on
a hilly road ; being two and a half miles from the land-

ing-place. He arrived there before ten, at a time that

the advanced corps (Anftruther's and Fane's brigades)

4
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were vigoroufly attacked. The Officers condu61ing Sli'

Harry Burrard palled through the village, and brought

him to Sir Arthur Wellefley, on the heights behind the

villages, where the left of the arnny had been originally

ported. Here he was informed, faw, and approved of,

the (teps taken by Sir Arthur Wellefley to repulfe the

enemy, and directed him to proceed in the execution of

an operation he had fo happily and lb well begun.

By this time it was evident that the attack upon the

village and advanced corps was not meant to be further

fupporled ; it was completely rtpulfed, and the enemy
retired in confiderable confuiion. They were not fol-

lowed by the infantry, as the troops had received orders

not to quit their pofition, without particular order from

Sir Arthur Wellefley. The detachment of the 2otli

light dragoons alone purfued, but falling in with a fu-

perior cavalry, were foon obliged to return with con-

fiderable lofs. This order had been very properly given,

cm a confirleration that the principal effort of the enemy
would ftill be made on our left, and upon this point the

enemy had jufl: opened his cannonade, and the brigade

under Maj )r- General Fergufon was already engaged at

diflant muftietry. As fupport arrived, he advanced,

and the enemy gave wav, abandoning three pieces of

cannon. Major-General Fergufon ftill advanced, and

a mile from where the firft battery was taken, another

alfo was taken. The enemy finally made an attem.pt

to regain their lafl battery, but were rcpulfed by the

71ft and 82d regiments, and obliged to retire with great

lof?.

Soon after twelve the firing had ceafed, and the ene-

my's cavalry were fecn from our left, in bodies of about

200, by General Fergufon ; and about the fame time

General Spencer faw a line formed, about three miles

in front of our centre.

About half-paft twelve, Sir Arthur Wellefley pro-

pofed to Sir Harry Burrard to advance from his right,

•with three brigades upon Torres Vedras, and with the

other five brigades to follow the cnemy> vvho had been

defeated by our left.

It appears that the fituation of the army at this mo-
ment was—on the right, Major-Gcneral HlU's brigade,

which had not been engaged, was on the height behind
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VImiera, and at a diftance of about three miles from
ihofe of Generals Fergufon and Nightingale on the left.

In front of Vimiera, and in the centre, were the bri-

gades of Anftruther and Fane, which had been warmly
engaged. Brigadier-Generals Bowes's and Acland's

brigades were advanced on the heights, towards the

left, in fupport of Generals Fergufon and Nightingale.

Brigadier-General Craufurd's brigade was detached rather

to the rear of the left, about half a mile from Major-
General Fergufon, to fupport the Portuguefe troops,

making front in that diredion.

It appears, that although the enemy was completely

repulfed, the degree of expedition with which a purfuit

could be commenced, conlidering the extended pofition

of the army at that time, and the precaution to be taken

againft the fupevior cavalry of the enemy, muft have de-

pended on various local circumftances only to be calcu-

lated by thofe upon the fpot.

This very circumftance of a fuperior cavalry retard-

ing our advance, would allow the enemy's infantry,

without any degree of rifle, to continue their retreat in

the mod rapid manner, till they Ihould arrive at any
given and advantageous point of rallying and formation ;

nor did Sir Arthur Wellefley, on the lyth of Auguft,

v«^hen the enemy had not half the cavalry as on the 21ft,

purfue a more inconfiderable and beaten army wiihany
marked advantage ; for he fays (Gazette Extraordinary)
'* The enemy retired with the ut.noft regularity, and
'* the greateft celerity ; and, notwithftanding the rapid

*' advance of the Britifli infantry, the wantofafuffi-
*< cient body of cavalry was the caufe of his fufFering but
" little lofs in the plain"—and again, * He fucceeded in

" effefting his retreat in good order, owing principally

" to my want of cavalry."

It may alfo be confidered, that as the attack on our

centre had been repulfed long before that on our left had,

the attacking corps, which, as has been obferved, was
not purfued (but by the 20th dragoons, not exceeding

150), had time (above an hour) to reaflemble, and to

occupy fuch ground as might afterwards facilitate the

retreat of their right, and that the enemy were actually

ami vifibly formed in one or more lines at about three

jniles it) front of the .centre.
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From thefe and other fair military grounds, as al-

lowed by Sir Arthur Wellefley ; from thofe that occur-

red in Sir Harry Burrard's firfl interview with Sir Ar-
thur Wellefley ; from the utmoft certainty of the im-
mediate arrival of Sir John Moore's corps, which, if

they had not ftopt at Mondego Bay, would have been at

Marceira on the 21ft ; Sir Harry Burrard declined mak-
ing any further purfuit that day, or ordering the army
to march next morning early.—[In this opinion Sir

JIarry Burrard ftates Brigadier-General Clinton and
Colonel Murray concurred.]

On the 22d, Sir Hew Dalrymple arrived, and af-

fumed the command of the army.

It appears that Lieutenant-General Sir Hew Dal-
rymplc having, on the ^th of Auguft, received Your
Majefty's commands of the 15th July, to take the com-
mand of the forces to be employed in Portugal and
Spain, and that Lieutenant-Gcneral Sir Harry Bur-
rard was to be fecond in command, he failed with the

iirft fair wind from Gibraltar on the 13th of Augull,

communicated with Lord CoUingwood off Cadiz, and

on the 19th with Admiral Sir Charles Cotton off the

Tagus, from whom he received information of the

army under Sir Arthur Wellefley, then landed in Por-

tugal, and alfo that Brigadier-General Acland, with

his brigade, was on the coaft, looking for an opportu-

nity of joining him. Sir Hew Dalrymple failing along

the coaft with an intention of making Mondego Bay,

heard of the action of the 2 1 ft ; and that Sir Harry Bur-

rard was arrived ; this determined him to make for Mar-
ceira Bay, where tranfports were at anchor. He landed

in Marceira Bay early in the forenoon of the 22d, pro-

ceeded to Vimiera, about two miles and a quarter dif-

tant, and after a fhort converfation with his two prei

decelTors in command, whofe inflru61ions were thofe by

which he was to a6l, he ordered the army to march early

in the morning of the 23d, undoubtedly as foon as il

could be put in motion after his arrival.

It appears that in this fituation of things the ^French

General Kellermann arrived about noon of the 22d at

Vimiera, with propofals for tx Jvjpenjion of arms, in or-

der to fettle a definitive Convention for the evacuation

of Portugal by the French army. Lieutenant-GeiieraU
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Sir Harry Burrard and Sir Arthur Welledcy affifted the
Commander of the forces in the difculTIons that toot-
place on this fubjea

; and it appearing to them, under
all circumltances, as commanding a force aaincr in alli-
ance w,th the fovereign of Portugal, and combating in
their own country (from whence we then derived no
material affiftance), againft an enemy in adual pofTef-
fion of their capital, their fortrelTes, and, in a military
point of view, of their kingdom, that a Convention, or
Capitulation, if the opportunity offered, which (hould
fpeedily and honourably expel the French army from
Portugal, was expedient and advifabie, a celTation of
arms was agreed upon, to terminate at 48 hours notice.
1 he leading articles of a Convention werealfo fettled,
and General Kellermann returned towards Lifbon, about
nine at night, with the inftrument ftated in the Extra
Gazette of the i6th of Sept. but not to be conildered as
effedual v/ithout the concurrence of Admiral Sir Charles
Cotton.

I ^f'l^/r°"
*^^^23d> in the morning, Lieutenant-Co-

lonel Murray, Quarter-Mafter-General, fet out with
the propofed agreement, to procure the concurrence of
the Admiral and returned in the night of the 24th, with
bir ChaHes Cotton s anfwer, that he could not accede,
but that he would enter into treaty with the RulTian Ad-
miral.

It appears that Sir Charles Cotton having declined
tofandion the Ruffian article, the Commander of the
forces conceived the Armillice to end, and determined
on fending Lieutenant-Coionel Murray to announce the
recommencement of holtilities, at the end of forty-eicht
hours m order if General J.not chofe it, that we
might treat on the remaining articles as a bafis. This
officer had povyers to treat without delay. He had theCommander of the forces' letter of the 25th, and certain

Wr1r-'/n"^^J^"^*^^^^'^'^^^>''
-'-^ before theBoard, which Hiewed the ex.d footing on which hewas to aa, as alfo General Kellermann^s fentiments onhe Ruffian queftion Early on. the 27th, communica-

WIm' h^^ ^;°"^ General Junot and Lieutenant-Co-

infwered.'''^'
that a treaty was in agitacion, which was

It appears that when the propofed treaty (ratified by
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General Junot) of the 28th Auguft, was brought by
Captain Dalrymple on the 29th to head-quarters Ra-
malhal, all the Lieutenant Generals (Burrard, Moore,
Hope, Frafer, Wellefley) were prefent, Lord Paget

excepted (becaufe not long previoufl)i fummoned). The
propofcd treaty was, however, formally difcufTed. Mi-
nutes of propofed alterations were taken by Sir Arthur
Wellefley, as laid before the Board, and the Commander
of the forces has no reafon to believe that Sir John
Moore, or any of the Lieutenant-Gcuerals that came
with him, exprefled any difapprobation of the ftate^nd

terms of the negotiation.

The treaty, with tl:e alterations propofed, was retranf-r

mitted to Lieutenant-Colonel Murray.
It appears when the treaty concluded by Lieutenant-

Colonel Murray on the 30th, was brought by him to

Torres Vedras on the 3ifl for ratification, the Lieute-

nani-Generals prcfcnt were convened, and Sir Arthur

Wellelley was fent for. Lord Paget, who was at a

diftance, did not come, nor did Sir Arthur Wellefley,

his corps having marched that morning. The other

Lieutenant-Generals met (Burrard, Moore, Frafer,

Hope), the alterations made by Lieutenant-Colonel

Murray were approved, and the treaty then ratified by

the Commander of the forces (Sir Hugh Dalrymple)

with the approbation of the Lieutenant-Generals pre-

fent.

Some of the articles of the treaty of the 28th, before

objedled to by the Lieutenant-Generals, were altered in

that of the 50th, and fome other good alterations had

been inferted, not before fuggefled. A comparifon of

the treaty of the 28th, and that ratified, will fhcw the

alterations.

The meetings of the Lieutenant-Generals, the Com-
mander of the iorccs did not call, orconfider as regular

councils of war, Pie fought to benefit from their talents

and experience, by confultin? them on exigent cafes,

and by purfuing the meafure he might himfelf deem
moft for the good of Your M.ijcfly's fervice, after avail-

ing hiuifelf of tlie ad\antage he mi^lit draw from their

reafonings, and he docs not rccollct5l there was anydif-

fenticnt opinion on the 3 ill, as to the ratification of the

Convention.
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It appears that Sir John Moore's corps having arrived

at Mondego Bay on the 20th of Auguft, began to dif-

embark ; that they re-embarked, and arrived off Mar-,

ceira Bay on the 24th ; that from the 25th to the 29th

they landed under confiderable difficulties, and fuccef-

fively joined the army at Torres Vcdras.

It appears that fome of the principal advantages to

arife from the Convention were in the contemplation of

the Generals.

That it immediately liberated the kingdom of Por-

tiigal from the dominion of the French, thereby refloring

to the inhabitants their capital and fortrefles, their prin-

cipal fea- ports, their perfonal liberty, property, reli-

gion, and ellabii (bed government.

That it relieved a great extent of Spanifh frontier

from all apprehenilons of an enemy, and the whole of

Spain from that of having an enemy behind them, and

allowed all parts of Spain to take more efFe6live mea-
furcs for its general defence ; as well as permitted Por-

tugal immediately to contribute for their mutual fup-

port.

That it enabled the Britifh army immediately to enter

Spain, if required, by central routes, while it tranf-

ported the French force to a very diftant part of their own
coaft, far removed from the Spanifh frontier.

That it immediately releafed 4000 Spanifh foldiers,

and fent them to the defence of Catalonia; it alfo re-

leafed from the Portuguefe frontier another body of 2000
Spanifh troops. The Portuguefe army alfo became dif-

pofable for the common caufe.

To the men of war and tranfports, which, at this

feafon of the year, with great difficulty could keep their

ftation near the coaft, and on whofe prefence the fupplies

and operations of the army depended, the opening of

the Tagus afforded immediate fhelter.

It is further urged by the Generals, as much more
than probable, that if the enemy had been required to

lay down their arms, and furrender prifoners of war,
they would not have complied ; but if driven to extre-

mity, that they would have-retired upon Lifbon, rein-

forced by 6000 Ruffians, who mufl have been thus com-
pelled to fhare their fate ; and in the temporary attack of

u 2
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this city, much calamity and deftruclion muft have
cnfued.

Alfo that, maftcrs of the Ruflian fleet, and of the

boats and Ihipping in the Tagus, the paflTage of the river

was enfured to them ; that they could have defended,

for a confiderable time, its eaft bank, and prevented the

occupation of the Tagus by our fleet ; that, with the

ftrong fortrefTes of Alentejo in their poflefllon, they

could have protradled a deftrudlive war, to the great de-

triment of Portugal and the Spanifh caufe, by finding

employment for the greater part of the Britifh army, for

the remainder of the year, and whofe difficulties and
lofTes in fuch operation muft have been very confider-

able.

It appears, that the forts on the Tagus were taken

polfeflion of on the 2d of September, by the Britifti

troops, and the port was then opened to our (hipping ;

that on the 5th the army had its right at St. Juliens, and
its left on the heights of Bellas : that on the 8th or 9th

a Britifli corps marched into Lifbon, to enfure the tran-

quillity of that city, during the embarkation of the

enemy, who were all fent off (except the laft divifion,

purpofely detained) before the end of the month, and
part of the Britifh army was then adlually on its route

towards the Spanifli frontier.

It appears that, during the difcuflion, and afterwards

during the execution of the Convention, much firmnefs

was fhewn in refilling the pretenfions and interpretations

of the enemy ; every ftipulation being rertrided to its

fair, honourable, and grammatical meaning, and the

French not allowed to carry off, but obliged to difgorgc

plimder, which they affeiSled to confider as private pro-

perty.

It appears that pains were taken to mifreprefent and
raife a clamour in Portt)gal againft this Convention

;

but when it was generally known, and its effe6ls felt,

the people of Lifbon, and of the country, feem to have
cxprelfed their gratitude and thanks for the benefits at-

tending it.

It has been urged by Sir Hew Dalrymple, and al-

lowed by Major-General Spencer, that in Egypt, in

1801 (after the vidory of the 2 ill of March, the

French having thrown their whole force into Alexan-
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dria and Grand Cairo, about 10,000 men in each place),

that at the fiege of Alexandria, in AuguO, the country

was in the full pofleflion of the Britifh and Turks. The
garrifon, cut off from every poffibility of relief, could

only have held out fome days, when a capitulation

was granted to it, September the 2d, as favourable as

the Convention of Cititra to the army of Junot (of

24,000 French, and 6000 Ruffians), and perfectly fimi-

lar in all the chief articles of men, baggage, artillery,

conveyance, &c. ; alfo, that the fame terms had been

previoufly granted to the garrifon of Cairo, under much
the fame circumftances. By thefe two Conventions,

or Capitulations, above .'20;,ooo French evacuated Egypt,

and the Britifli army was left difpofable for other pur-

pofcs.

On the whole it appears, that the operations of the

army under Sir Arthur Wellelley, from his landing in

Mondego Bay the ift of Auguft, until the conclufion

of the action at Vimiera, the 2ifl: of Auguft, were high-

ly honourable and fuccefsful, and fuch as might he ex-

pected from a diftinguilhed General at the head of a

Britilh army of 13,000 men, augmented on the 20th

and 2ift to 17,000, deriving only fome fmall aid from
a Portuguefe corps (1600 men), and againil: whom an
enemy, not exceeding 14,000 men in tlie field, was op-

pofed ; and this before the arrival of a very conliderable

reinforcement from England, under Lieut.-General Sir

John Moore, which however did arrive and join the

army, from the 25th to the 30th of Auguft.

It appears a point on which no evidence adduced can
enable the Board to pronounce with confidence, whether

or not a purfuit after the battle of the 21ft, could have

been efficacious j nor can the Board feel confident to

determine on the expedience of a forward movement to

Torres Vedras, when Sir Harry Burrard has ftated

weighty confiderations againft fuch ameafure. Further,

it is to be obferved, that fo many collateral circum-
llances could not be known in the moment of the ene-

my's repulfe, as afterwards became clear to the army,
and have been reprefented to the Beard. And confider-

ing the extraordinary circumftances under which two
new Commanding Generals arrived from the ocean, and
joined the army (the one during, and the other imme-
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diately after, a battle, and thofe fuccelTivcly fuperfcd-

ing each other, and both the original Commander with-

in the fpace of 24 hours), it is not fiirprifing that the

army was not carried forward, until the fecond day
after the a£lion, from the necellity of th.e Generals be-

ing acquainted with the adual itate of things, and of

their army, and proceeding accordingly.

It appears that tiie Convention of Cintra in all its pro-

grefs and conciufion, or at lealt all the principal articles

of it, were not objedted to by the five diilinguifhed

Lieutenant-Gencrals of that army ; and other General
Officers who were on that llrvicc, whom we have had

an opportunity to examine, have alfo concurred in the

great advantages that were imnicdiately gained, to the

country of Portugal, to the army and navy, and to the

general fcrvice, by the conciufion of the Convention at

tliat time.

On a conf.deration of all circumflances, as fet forth

in this Report, we moft hutnbly fubmit our opinion,

that no further military proceeding is necefTary on the

fubjedl. Becaufe, howfoever fome of us may differ in

our fentiments refpedling the fitnefs of the Convention

in the relative fituation of the two armies, it is our una-

nimous declaration, that unqueftionable zeal and firm-

riefs appear throughout to have been exhibited by Lieut.

Generals Sir Hew Dalrymple, Sir Harry Burrard, and
Sir Arthur Wellcfley, as well as that the ardour and
gallantry of the rell of the officers and foldiers, on
every occafion during this expedition, have done honour
to the troops, and refle£led luflreon Your Majefty'sarms*

All which is moft dutifully fubmitied.

(Signed) I^avid 13undas, General.

MoiRA, General.

Peter Craig, Cieneral.

Heathfield, General.

Pi.MBROKE, Lieut.-Gen.

G. Nugent, Lieut.-Gen.

Ol. Nicolls, Lieut."Gen.
])ec. 22, 1808.
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Judge Advocate General's Office, Dec. 27, 1808.

In confequence of the following letter from His

Royal Highnefs the Commander in Chief, to General

Sir David Dundas, as Prefident, viz. '

SIR;, Horfe Guards, Dec. 15, 1808.

The Judge Advocate General having delivered io

mei to be laid before His Majefty, the feveral papers and

documents, containing all the examinations and pro-

ceedings taken before the Board of Enquiry, of which
you are the Prelident, together with your report and

opinion upon the whole of the late operations of His
Majefty's forces in Portugal, as connedled with the

Armiftice and fubfequent Convention of Cintra, I think

it incumbent on me to ftate to you, that although the

report is fully detailed, and perfectly explanatory of

^U the tranfadions as they appeared in evidence before

you ; yet upon a due confideration of the whole matter,

it <:ertainly appears that your opinion upon the cenrdi-

tions of the Armiftice and Convention, which the words

of His Majefty 's warrant expreflly enjoin fhould be

ftri6lly examined, enquired into, and reported upon,

has been altogether omitted.

I feel it my duty, therefore, to call your attention to

thefe two principal features of this important cafe, the

Armiftice and Convention, and to defire that you may
'be pleafcd to take the fame again into your moft ferious

confideration, and fubjoin to the opinion which you
have already given upon the other points fubmitted to

your examination and enquiry, whether, under all the

circumftances which appear in evidence before you, on
the relative fituation of the two armies, on the 22d of
Auguft 1808, it is your opinion that an Armiftice was
advifable, and if fo, whether the terms of that Armif-
tice were fuch as ought to have been agreed upon ; and
whether upon a like confideration of the relative fitua-

tion of the two armies fubfequent to the Armiftice,

and when all the Britifti forces were landed, it is your
opinion that a Convention was advifable, and if fo, whe.-

ther the terms of that Convention were fuch as ought
to have been agreed upon.
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I am the more defirous that you (hould refume the

confideration of thefe two points, the Armiftice and
Convention, as it appears upon the face of your Report,

that a difference of opinion exifts among the Members
of the Board, which may probably produce a diflent

from the majority upon thefe very queftions. You will

be pleafed, therefore, to defire fuch of the Members as

may be of a diffbrent opinion from the majority upon
thefe two quellions, to record upon the face of the pro-

ceedings their rcafons for fuch diffent.

I am, Sir, yours,

(Signed) FREDERICK,
Commander in Chief.

Gen. Sir David Dundas, K. B,

The Board met this day at the Judge Advocate Ge-
neral's Office, when the faid letter having been read,

they agreed that the following queftions fhould be put

to each of the Members of the Board :

—

APPROVE.
Lt.-Gen. NicoUs
Lt.-Gen. Sir G.Nugent
Earl of Pembroke
Lord Heathfield

General Craig

Gen. Sir D. Dundas

'Do you, or do 70U
*

not approveofthe
Armiftice as con-
cluded on the 2ad ^
of Aug. 1808, in I

the relative fitua-
j

tion of the two

DISAPPROVE.
Earl of Moira.

armies i J

Gen. Lord Heathfield

General Craig

Gen. Sir D. Dundas
<

APPROVE. f Do you, ordo you"! disapprove.
Lt.-Gen. Sir G. Nugent

J

not approveof the
j
Lt.-Gen. Nicolls

( Convention ascon- | Earl of Pembroke
eluded upon the ^ Earl of Moira
3iftofAug. 1808, I

j
in the relative fi-

j

( tuationof the two
j

(_ armies ? J

(Signed) DAVID DUNDAS, Prefident.

My reafon for confidering the Armiftice as advifable

on the 22d of Auguft was, becaufe the enemy had

been able to retire after the battle of the 2ift, and take

up a ftrong defenfive pofition.

Ol. Nicolls^ L. G.
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1 think, confidering the great increafe of our force

from the firft fufpenfion of hoftility to the definitiv*

(igniiig of the Convention, added to the defeat the
enemy had fiifFered, Sir Hew Dalrymple was fully en-
titled to have infilled upon more favourable terms.

Ol. Nicolls, L. G.

I approve of the Armiftice after a due confideration

of the relative fituations of the two armies on the even-
ing of the 22d of Augufl, but I cannot fully approve
of the whole of the Convention, after a due confidera-

tion of the relative fituation of the two armies at that

time ; becaufe it does not appear to me that, in the pro-
grefs of the negotiation, fufficient ftrefs was laid upon
the great advantages which had refulted, or were likely

to refult, from the former fuccefsful operations of the
Britifh army in the field, from the confiderable rein-

forcements which had joined it, fubfequent to the com-
rnencement of the negotiation, from the caufe in which
the Britifli army was engaged being the caufe of Por-
tugal, which gave good reafon to reckon upon the good-
will, if not upon the a6live affiftancc, of the majority

of the inhabitants; and, alfo, from the unufual readi-

nefs which, as it appears to me, was manifefted by
General Junot to enter into negotiation, and by the

French negotiator to accede to terms as they were pro-
pofed, and to fuch conftru6tion as Lieutenant-General
Sir Hew Dalrymple put upon them in fome inftances^

where they might have borne a difference of interpreta-

tion, I therefore think it probable, for the above rea-

fens, that if lefs favourable terms to the French army
had been infilled upon, they would have been accede^d

to.

Pembroke, Lieutenant-General.

I feel Icfs awkwardnefs In obeying the order to detail

my fentiments on the nature of the Convention, becaufe
that I have already joined in the tribute of applaufe due
in other refpedls to the Officers concerned. My opi-

nion, therefore, is only oppofed to theirs on a quellion

of judgment, where their talents are likely to have fo

wuch more weight, as to render the profeffion of my
tiiiFerence, even on that point, foraewhat painful.

X
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duty Is, however, imperious on me not to difgulfe of

qualify the deduftions which I have made during this

invelligation.

An Armiftice (Imply might not have been obje6lion«

able, becaufeSir Hew Dalrymple, expeding hourly the

arrival of Sir John Moore's divifion, might fee mora

advantage for himfelf in a Ihort fufpenfion of hoftili-

ties, than what the French could draw from it. But as

the Armiftice involved, and in fact eftablifhed, the whole

principle of the Convention, I cannot feparate it from

the latter.

Sir Arthur Wellefley has ftated, that he confidered his

force, at the commencement of the march from the

Mondego river, as fufficient to drive the French from

their pofitions on the Tagus. That force is fubfequently

joined by above 4000 British troops, under Generals

Anfhruther and Acland. The French make an attack,

with their whole difpofabic ftrength, and are repulfed

with heavy lofs, though but a part of the Britifti army

is brought into a£lion. It is difficult to conceive that

the profpefls which Sir Arthur Wellefley entertained

could be unfavourably altered by thefe events, even had

not the certainty of fpeedy reinforcements to the Britiih

army exilled.

It is urged, that, had the French been pufhed to ex-

tremity, they would have crofled the Tagus, and have

protraded the campaign in fuch a manner as to have

fruftrated the more important view of the Britifh Ge-
nerals ; namely, fending fuccours into Spain.

This meafure muft have been equally feafible for the

French if no viclory had been obtained over them ; but

I confefs that the chance of fuch an attempt feems to

•me aflumed againft probability. Sir Hew Dalrymple

notices v/hat he calls " the critical and embarrafled ftate

of Junot," before that General has been prelTed by the

Britifh army ; and, in explanation of that exprelhon,

•obferves, that the furrender of Diipont, the exiltcnce of

the vi<f{;ori()us Spanilh army in Andalnfia, which cut off

the retreat of the French in that diredtion, and the uni-

verfal hoftility of the Portugucfe, made the fituation of

Junot one of great didrels. No temptation for the

tranflation of the war into Alentejo prefents itfelf from

this picture ; nor does any other reprefentation give
' ^rout^d to fuppufe, that Juuol could liavc contemplated
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the meafure as holding forth any profpefl but ultimate

ruin, after much preliminary diftrefs and difgrace. The
ftrongeft of all proofs as to Junot's opinion, arifes from
his fending the very morning after the battle of Vi-

miera, to propofe the evacuation of Portugal ; a ftep

which fufficiently indicated that he wasfatished he could

not only make no efTeftual defence, but could not even

prolong the conteft to take the chance of accidents. H«
feems, indeed, to have been without any real refource.

It appears in evidence, that of the troops left by him
in Lifbon and the forts, a confiderable proportion were

of very doubtful quality. Thofe troops on whofe fide-

lity he could confide, had been difmayed by a fignal de-

feat, and they were fenfible that they had no fuccour to

look to from abroad. To the Britilh Generals it was
known, when the Armiftice was granted, that 10,000
men under Sir John Moore, as well as the 3d and 42d
regiments of foot, with the i8th dragoons, might be

immediately reckoned upon ; and although much ad-

vantage had not been drawn from the Portuguefc troops,

their fupport and the general violence of the country

againfl: the French, cannot be laid out of this calcu-

lation.

The difparity of force and of circtimftances was, then,

fuch as could leave no doubt that the iiToe muft be fa-

vourable to us. I do not admit advertence to the diffi-

culties urged as poffible to occur in furnifhing the Bri-

tilh army with bread. But, putting afide the obvious

folution, that fuch a temporary privation is not ruinous

to an army where cattle can be procured in the country,

this difficulty cannot be well pleaded, if admiffion is to

be given to the fpeculation, that the heavy cannon ne-

ceflary for battering forts St. Julien and Cafcaes were to

be got afliore in the bays of the Rock of Lifbon. The
queftion then comes to this: whether the Convention

did (as has been alTerted) fecure all the objeds which
were propofed in the expedition ? If it did not, it was
not what His Majefty was entitled to expe£l from the

relative fituation of the two armies.

I humbly conceive it to have been erroneous to re-

gard the emancipation of Portugal from the French, as

the fole or the principal objedl ot the expedition.—

Upon whatever territory we contend with the French, it

X 2
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mufl be a prominent objedl in the ftruggle to deftroy

their refources, and to narrow their means of injuring

us, or thdfe whole caiite we are fupporting. This
feems to have betn fo little coalldertd in the Con-
vention, that the terms appear to have extricated Junot's

army from a fituation of infinite diftrefs, in which it

was v\ holly out of play, and to have brought it, in a ttate

of entire equipment, in'o immediate currency, in a quar-

ter too, v\here it muft interfere with our moft urgent

and intererting concerns.

Had it been impracticable to reduce the French
army to lay down its artns unconditionally, ftill an obli-

gation not to ferve for a fpecihed time might have been^^

infilled upon, or Eellcifle might have been prefcribed

as the place at which they Ihould be landed, in order

to prevent the pofiibility of their reinlorcing (at leal

for a long timej the armies employed for the fubjuga-

tion of Spain. Perhaps a ftronger confideration than

the merit ot thofe terms prefents iifelf. Opinion re-

lative to the Briiifh arms was of the higheft impoitance,

as it might influence the cunfidenceof the Spaniards, or

invite the nations groaning under the yoke of France,

to appeal to this country, and co operate with it for thei*

deliverance. The advantages ought, therefore, to have

been more than ufualiy great, which Ihould be deemed
fufficient 'o balance the objedion tjf granting to a very.

inferior army, hopelefs in circumftances, and broken
in fpirit, fuck terms as miglit argue, that, notwithfiand-

ing its difpariiy in numbers, it was Hill formidable to

its vidlors. No advantages feem to have been gained that

would not have equally foUow ed from forcing the enemy
to a more marked fubmifilon. The gain of time as to

fending fuccours into Spain cannot be admitted as a

plea ; becaufe it appears that no arrangements for the

recepti n of our troops in Spain had been undertakct\

previous to the Convention ; and this is without reafon-

ingon fubfequent fafls.

1 he Convention in Egypt, which has been advanced

as a parallel icafe, appears to me inapplicable. No ob-

je6l beyond the diflodgment of the French fnnn Egypt
was there in queflion. In the prefent inllance, the

operation of the Convention upon the affairs of Spain

was a couiidcration of primary iptered j and in that
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View, the inevitable eff 61 of fome of the articles ofFeri

itfelf to my mind as liable tr) material objeftion.

I truft that thefe reafons will vindicate me from the

charge of prefumption, in maintaining an opinion con-
tradi<3ory to that protelfed by ib many mort refpe^lable

Officers ; for, even if the reafons be elfentially erro-

•keous, if they are conclndve to my mind (as I mufl;

confcientiopfly affirm them to be.., it is a neceflary confe*

quence that 1 mult difapprove the Convention.

M01B.A, General*
December 37, 1808,
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APPENDIX,
IV'hich fiiould have followed Sir Arthur Wellislbv'*

Observations, at Page q6,

Dejimtlve Convenllon for the Evacuation of Portugal by

the French -Army.

The Generals commanding in chief the Britifh and
French armies in Portugal, having determined to nego-

tiate andcorxlude a Treaty for the evacnation of Por-
tugal by the French troops, on the bafis of the agree-

ment entered into on the 22d inllant, for a fufpenfion of

hoililities. have appointed the under-mentioned officers to

negotiate the fame in their names, viz. on the part of

the General in Chief of the Britilh Army, Lieutenant-

Colonel Murray, Quarter-mafter General ; and on the

part of the General in Chief of the French army,

Monfieur Kellermann, General of Divifion ; to whom
they have given authority to negotiate and conclude a
Convention to that effect, fubjcdl to their ratification

refp£(Sively, and to that of the Admiral commanding the

Britilh fleet at the entrance of the Tagus.

Thefe two officers, after exchanging their full powers^

fiave agreed upon the articles which follow.

Art. I. All the places and forts in the kingdom of

Portugal, occupied by the French troops, (hall be deli-

vered up to tlie Britifli army, in the ftaie in which

they' are at the period of the fignature of the prefent

Convention.

Art. II. The French troops fhall evacuate Portugal

tvith tlieir arms and baggage ; ihey fhall not be confu

dcred as prifoners of war, and on their arrival in

France they (hall be at liberty to fcrve.

Art. III. The Engli(h government fhall furnifh,

at its expcnce, the means of conveyance for the French

army, which (hall be difembarked in any of the ports

of France between Rochefort and L'Oricnt inclulively.

Art, I V. The French army (hall carry with it all its

artillery of French calibre, with the horfe* bclongiij|j
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to it, and the tumbrils fupplied with fixty rounds pet

Art. V. The French army ihall carry with it all its

equipments, and all that is comprehended under the nam«
of property of the army; that is to fay, its military

cheft, and the carriages attached to the field com in ilfariat

and field hofpitals ; or (hall be allowed to difpofe of fuch.

part of the fame, on its account, as the Commander ia

Chief may judge it unnecefTary to embark. In like man-
ner all individuals of the army (hall be at liberty to dif-

pofe of their private property of every defcription, with
full fecurity hereafter for the purchalers.

Art. VI. The cavalry are to embark their horfes,

and the generals and other officers the number allowed

to each by die regulations of the French fervice; it is,

however, fully underftood that the means of conveyance

for the horfes at the difpofal of the BritiHi commanders
are very limited ; fome additional conveyance may be
procured in the port of Lifbon ; and at all events every

facility will be given to difpofe of the horfes belonging

to it, which cannot be embarked.

Art. VII. In order to facilitate the embarkation,

it (hall take place in three divlfions, the lad of which
will be principally compofed of the garrifons of places,

of the cavalry, the artillery, the lick, and the equipments

of the army.

Art. VIII. The garrifon of Elvas and its forts, and
of PenicheandPalmella, will be embarked at Li(bon; that

of Almeida at Oporto, or the neareft harbour. They
•will be accompanied on their march by Briti(h commi(^
faries, charged with providing for their fubliilence and
accommodation.

Art. IX. All fick and wounded, who cannot be
mbarked with the troops, are entrufted to the Britifli

army. They are to be taken care of whilft they remain
in this country, at the expence of the BritiOi govern-

ment, under the condition of the fame being reimburfed

by France, when the final evacuation is effe6led. The
Englilh government will provide for their return to

France, which (hall take place by detachments of about

150 or 200 men at a time: a fufficient number of
French medical officers (hall be left behind to attejid

them.
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Art. X. As footi as the veflels employed to entry

the army to France, Ihall have difembarked it in the

harbours fpecified, or in any other of the ports of
France, to which ftrefs of weather may force them, every
facility (hall be given them to return to England without

delay, and fecurity againft capture, until their arrival in

a friendly port.

Art. XI. The French fhall be concentrated in Lif-

bon, and within a diftance of two leagues from it. The
Englith army will approach within three leagues of the

capital, and will be fo placed as to leave about one league

between the two armies.

Art. XII. The fortrelTes of Elvas, Almeida, Pe-
niche, and Palmella, (hall be given up as foon as the

Britifh troops can arrive to occupy them. In the mean
time the General in Chief of the Britilh army will give

notice of the prefent Conveniion to the garrifoi.s of thofe

places, as alfo to the troops before them, in order to put

a flop to all further hofliiities. The occupation of Lif-

bon, and of the forts of St. Julien and the Bugio, toge-

ther with the other defences of the Tagus, (hall take place

on the embarkation of the fecond divifion of the French
army. Immediately on the exchange of the ratification*

the Britifh troops ihall be put in polTeffion of the forts of

Cafcaes, and the other forts to the right of St. Julien.

Art. XIII. The tranfports delfined for the em-
barkation, and fuch (hips of war as may be necefTary

towards that fervice, fhall be immediately admitted into

the Tagus.
Art. XIV. CommifTaries (hall be named on both

fides to regulate and accelerate the arrangements agreed

upon.
Art. XV. Should there arife doubts as to the mean-

ing of any Article, it fhall be explained favourably to the

French army.

Art, XVI. From the date of the ratification of the

prefent Convention by the Commanders in Chief by land

and fea, all contributions or requifitions fhall ceafe,

throughout Portugal, on the part of the French army.
Art. XVII. All fubjeds of France, or of powers

in fricndfhip or alliance with France, domiciliated in

Portugal, or accidentally in this country, (hall be pro*

tccled ; their property of every kind, moveable and ira-

5
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moveable, fhall be refpe£ted ; and they fliall be at liberty

either to accompany the French army, or to remain in

Portugal. In either cafe their property is guaranteed to

them, with the liberty of retaining or of difpofmg of it,

and pafling the produce of the fale thereof into France,

or any other country where they may fix their refidence,

the fpace of one year being allowed them for that pur-

pofe.

Art. XVIII. No native of Portugal fhall be ren-

dered accountable for his political conduit during the

period of the occupation of this country by the French
army. And ail thofe who have continued in theexer-

cifeof their employments, or who have accepted fituations

under the French government, are placed under the pro-

teftion of the Britifli commanders ; they fhall fuftain

no Injury in their perfons or property, it not having been
at their option to be obedient or not to the French go-

vernment. They are alfoat liberty to avail themfelves.

of the ftipulations of the feventeenth article.

Art. XIX. The Spanifli prifoners detained on board

fhip in the port of Lifbon, fliall be given up to the

General in Chief of the Britifh army, who engages

to obtain of the Spaniards to reftore fuch French fub-

je£ls, either military or civil, as may have been detained

in Spain, without being taken in battle or in confe-

quence of military operations, but on occafion of the

occurrences of the 29th of laft May, and the days im-
mediately following.

Art, XX. There fhall be an immediate exchange
cftablifhed for all ranks of prifoners made in Portugal

fince the commencement of the prefent hoftilities.

Art. XXI. Hoflages fhall be mutually given for the

guarantee of the prefent Convention until its final com-
pletion.

Art. XXI r. It fhall be allowed to the General in

Chief of the French army to fend an officer to France
with the intelligence of the prefent Convention. A
vefTel will be forwarded, furnifhed by the Britifh Ad-
miral, to convey him to Bourdeaux or Rochefort.

Art. XXIII. The Britifh Admiral will be invited to

accommodate His Excellency the Commander in Chief,

Y
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and the other principal officer* of the French army, oni

board of fhips of war.

Done and concluded at Lifbon, this 28th day oi

Auguft, 1808.

(Signed)

GEORGE MURRAY^
Quarter-Mafter-Genercil.

Le General cle Divifion,

KELLERMANN.

Additional Articles to the Convention of the

2^th Augujl^ 1 80S.

Art. I. The Seventeenth Article having particularly

in view the fubjedls of his Danifh Majcfty, Lieut. Col.

Murray admits having been apprized of the fame, and
that he confiders the ftipulations c5f that Article to be ap-

plicable to them in their full extent.

Art. II. The individuals in th© civil employment of

the army made prifoners, either by the Britifh troops, or

by the Portuguefe, in any part o. Portugal, will be re-

(tored, as is cuflomary, v .ihout a change.

Art. III. The French army fnall be fubfifted from its

own magazines, up to the day of the embarkation ; the

garrifons, up to the day of the evacuation of the for-

trefles : the remainder of the magazines (hall be deli-

vered over, in the ufual form, to the Britilh govern-

ment, which charges itfelf with the fubfiftence of the

men and horfes of the army from the above-mentioned

periods, till their arrival in France, under the condition

of being reimburfed by the French government, for the

excefs of the expence, beyond the eflimation to be made
by both parties of the value of the magazines delivered

up to the Britilh army.

Art. IV. The General commanding the Britilh troops

will take the necelTary meafures for re-eftablifliing the

free circulation of the means of fubfillence between tlic

country and the capital.

Art. V. Should it be found neceflary to employ Danifh

veflels, or thofe of any other nation, in carrying the

French army, in aid of the British tranfports, they Ihall,
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in like manner with thefe latter, quit the ports of France
immediately on thedifembarkation being efFe6led.

They are not to be detained in France on any pretext,

and they (hall enjoy the fame advantage ftipulated for the

Englifh (hips, of returning unmolefted to a friendly port.

Done and concluded at Lifbon this 28th day of Au-
guft, 1808.

(Signed)

GEORGE MURRAY,
Quarter-Mafter-General.

Lc General de Divifion,

KELLERMANN.

Alterations^ directed to he made^ to the Treaty of the

Q.%ih Auguji.

Art. III. The words afes frais to be omitted.

Art. V. Is underfto©dto apply to the baggage uAially

poflefled by military officers and perfons attached to the

army, as explained, by General Kellermann, in the nego-

tiation for the agreement for the fufpenfion of holti-

lities.

Property belonging to churches, monaderies, gal-

leries of paintings, &c. &c. cannot be carried away.
In refpedl to the fecurity of purchafes of property, it is

a quelHon of law in which the Commander in Chief
cannot interfere.

Art. VI. Muff run thus ; " La cavalerie embarquera
leschevaux, les officiers generaux et autres de tout rang

embarqueront le nombre de chevaux qui leur font ac-

cordes par les lois Fran^aifes, pourvu que le General en
Chef de I'armee Fran^aife peut trouver les moyens de

tranfport de ce genre, au terns fixe pour I'embarque-

mcnt de I'armee Fran^aife.

II fera accorde, a I'armee Fran(jaife, toute facilite pour

difpofer des chevaux qui ne feroient point embarques.

Art. VII. The firlit divifion" muil embark, within the

period of feven days, and the others as foon as the Britifli

Admiral can prepare the tranfports.

Art. XII. La remife des forts de Cafcaes, St. Ju-
lien, Bugio, Belem, et de tous les forts et batteries

fur la rive droit du Tage, et celles au deflbusde Cafcaes,

4
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•aura lieu toute de fuite apres I'echange des ratifications,

et celle de Lifbonne aura lieu a rembarquement de la

feconde divifion de I'armee Francaife.

Art. XIII. Is totally inadmillible, and unneceflary

in the new form of the Treaty.

Art. XVII. All ftrangers, of every defcription, now
refiding, or being, in Portugal, lliall be protected in their

perfon and property as far as depends upon the Com-
mander in Chief of the Britifh army, as long as they will

conduft themfelves in conformity with the laws of the

country : in cafe fuch ftrangers fliould be defirous of
"withdrawing from the country, they fhall be fo allowed,

and have a reafonable time allowed them to difpofe of

their property ; and every other arrangement refpefting

them muft depend upon the civil government of the

country.

Art. XVIII. Nul Portugais ne fera recherche de la

part du Commandant en Chef de I'armee Anglaife pour
la conduite politique qu'il aura tenu pendant I'occupation

de Portugal par I'armee Francaife j et tout Portugais

qui voudra fe retirer du Portugal avec I'armee Francaife

en aura la facilite fous la fauve garde et proledion du
Commandant en Chef de I'armee Anglaife.

Firft additional Article. If theSeventeenth Article, even

in its new form, is intended to apply in any manner to

Danifli property afloat, the Commander in Chief of the

army cannot treat upon it.

Fifth additional Article. The fhips, belonging to na-

tions, at war with Great Britain, cannot be allowed to

be ufed as tranfports on this occafion.

A true Copy.

(Signed)

A. DALRYMPLE,
Major, Mil. Sec.

THE IND.

S. GosNELL, Primer, Little Quctn Street.
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